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Gentle Stroke to wipe oft the Foul Aſfperſt 
ons, Falſe Accutarions and Milreprelenta- | 
tions, caſt upon the People of God, called, . 


GUAKERS 


Both with reſpect cotheir Principle, and their 
way of Profelyring People over tO rhem. 
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Prov. 4. 18, 19. The Path. of ths is as the ſhining Y 
Light, that ſhine:h more and mive-#nto the perfed day: | |- 
The Way of the Wicked is ates: 3 they know not | | 
at what they (tumble. 1: 

Ifa; 51.7 &41.14 Hearhen unto. we Je that bnow R'gh- |} | 
reouſneſs, the People in whoſe Heart is iny Luw ;, Fear | | 
ye not the Reproach of Men, ne:th:r be ye afraid of their 
Revilinzs: Fear not 'thuu Worm Jaco, and ye Men 
* Tiraei, I will help thee. ſaith the Lord,and thy Redzem- 
er, the Holy One of Iſrael. 


the Lord : his going forth is prep wed as the Morning ;, | | = 
and hz will come unto us as the Rain, as the latter. and | } 


—_ Sold by W. S. in Gemge-Tard, nd Fi rs 1 3 


former Rain unto the Earth, So 
| Job. 8. 7. Though thy Beginning was ſmall, yet thy Lats | A 
ter-end ſhall greatly encreaſe 
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You Five in particular, viz. A.W. E. T. 
AM. F. B. P. & E. EF. unto whom this 
is more eſpecially intended to be de- 
livered. 
FRIENDS, 
| N? T in Aﬀetation to be Popular ( for that 
| 1 do not deſire ) but in Obedience to Chriſt 
Teſus,m, Lord and Maſter have I pen d this mat- 
* fer; that ſothe Tunocency of his Truth and People 
may more conſpicuouſly appear. "I 
Neither have I fondly defired to get my Name 
in Print; for "tis not Inky Charatter can make. 
Saint : ſuch muff be ſaniiified and cleanſed in Bo- 
; dy, Soul and Spirit ; through which they come to 
be prepared, God's Kingdom to niherit.  _ _ + 
Wherefore I write unto you my Friends, That 
Jou may not content yoar ſelves barely in an, out- 
: ward Separation, whilſ not wholely ſeparated 
from that within which is the Cauſe of Tranſgreſ- 
fron; to wit, that Advlterate Spirit of the Mau 
of Sin, that's got not only into the Pontificial Chair 
© #t Rome ( whence ſo my corrupt Cuſtems, both 
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1s Worſhip and Praflice, are come abroad into the | 
World ) but doth alſo fit upon the Throne in the © 
Hearts of 'many People, even in this our native » 
Land: And this Spirit hath led Man mto many 
Falſe Wayes and Forms in this fallen Condition, 
whereby he hath ſtrayed from the Right Way of 
Reftoration ; which Way being made known to 4 
Remnant, whoſe Minds are turned to Chriſt's 
Light within ( God's ſaving Power) . theſe cannot 
but call to their Friends and Acquaintance to turn 
in bither ;, and therefore have T been made to ſend 
bis Friendly Invitation abroad ints the World, 
That People may deinvited to thac Fcaſt of Fat - 
Things, which the Lord hath prepared for them | 
thar turn in unto him : But more eſpecially doth 
zt lie upon me for you Five, to whom I write this 
Epiſtle Dedicatory, zo let you know, his Oxen 
end. his Fatlings are reaay , only come away, do not 
rarry : For I well know, this is the time of the 
Lord's Love towards you, becauſe of the ſounding 
of his Bowels, which I have heard within me; 
know they are not reſtrained from you, becauſe of 
the conſtraint that he bath Iaid np me, which hath 
been ſo powerful, that my heart hath been pained in 
me, and my Soul hath been diſtreſſed for yoa, and of: 
ten have 1 been bowed in Spirit ,yea,rill Icould bard- 
ly f and upon my Feet, until the T.ovd ( who bowed 
me down )raiſed me up, and ſet before me a Door of 
Hope, *whereat his Priſoner in you may be brought 


furth,which i; that for which God's Sred in me hath 


travailed 


The EPISTLE. "0 
travailed through many Tribalations ; and now hav- 
ing delivered me from that cruel Bondage of Coy- 
#nption which once I proaned under, this makes me 
reftleſs in my Spirit, that others may believe inthat © 
inward Power that's able to reſcue from the Fury of 
their Soul's Oppreſſor : Yet I write not this:by way 
of Complaint, as though 1thought it a Wearineſs to 

ſerve the Lord,in anſwering his Requirings; no;that 
T cannot think:for I muſt acknowleagesſo gracions rs 
he is his Condeſcenſion, that he hath mad. this my 
Exertiſe become alſo my; Divertion ; yea, though I 
was his Priſoner.by Infiſpoſition of body, occaſron'd 
through the Preſſure of my Mind,whiiſt the Weight 
of this' Mmter lay npon me, yet I wiſhed for no 
Walks sf Pleaſure,yor was I weary of my Pain; the 
Reward given into my Boſome, in returns of Peace - 
and ſweet Security, that my Soul enjo)# afidft the 
diſturbing Fears and Perplexities that are abroad, 
13 ſufficient Recompence for all theſe light Aﬀiitti» 
0ns. | 

FPhat the ſnbjeft Matter hereof is, read and you 
will fna;wherein T have firſt endeavoured to remove 
the Stumbling-blocks from before you, ana then to 
caſt np the way of Truth for you, andthat by Seriy- 
cure Road, as you may readintheſt cited Texts, 
which here have been brought unto my Hanas,with- 


ont the Help of Humane Concordance. 


Read i Charity, what T have written in Hu- 
mility:knowing you are my Elders in years, I would 
addreſs my ſelf unto you in all Chriſtian Manners ; 
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but I dare not Flatter You, nor can I complemental- 


hy erave Excules of 10u «. accept it therefore from 
me, whocan truly ſay, For ſome time 1 have not 


ritual Labeurs. 
| Who am: Your. 
Faithful: Kniend- 


Elizabeth Bathurſt. 
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An Introduftion by way of Preface to the 
Enſuing Treatiſe. | 


fe your Miſtakes about, andto, inform you in 
. that which ſome ſtick not to call 4 New Redigi- 


ox: But though the old. Enemy of all Rightcouſ: | 


neſs has found this new 'opprobrious Term to 
aſperſe and undermine the Truth with, bleſſed be 
che Captain of our Salvation, he hath defeated 
__ bin 


Y former Friends and Acquaintance, for ' 
whoſe ſakes this is written;it is to reQi- þ 


beenmy own,rhe Lord having made me your þ 


Servant in this thing ; xt now the Truth hath( in 
meaſure ſet me free,which alſomade me willing to 
ſerv yon, as it gave me Ability; that God might 
have the Glory,and jou the Profit of theſe my Spi- 
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E bim of.his Deſi n, and out of the -Mouthes of 


Babes and. Sueklings hath ordained Praiſe to his 
own Name. For,letme tell you,my Frietids,true 
Reli ionis of great AntiQuity;*tisaf did as Abel, 
who 4 Faith offered up 4 more excellent Sacrifice 
thai Cain,by which he oþt gined Witneſs, That he 
was Righteous, Gol teſtifying of his Gift; and 
by. it he being dead yet. Reekerhs as you miy read, 
Heby, 1.1. 4. And now I appetl to you, Whar 
Faith was this by which el pleaſed God? 
Was it not a living, Faith,, which. God had 
wrought.inchim,. and. not a dead F aith, received 
| Mary's Ie | ſuch was 
the Natyre.and kind of it; that he did not” only 
believe.in the true God his Creator, -but alſo in 
Jeſus Chriſt his Redcemer,although he was not 
come.intotheFleſh thep; yet doubtleſs Abel, as 
well as; Abraham, ſaw. Chriſt's Day t6cbnle, 
notwithſtanding . neither of them had any 

Scripture Revelatian of ' him ; For Abrahans- 
ſaw. Chriſt's day, afar off, and reJoyced, ma- 


3 ny: Ages before the Scriptures were recorded 


and by-the ſame Faith, no doubt,” Abel looked 
beyond-the Firſttings of his own Flock; to Chriſt 
the Firſt-born of God, who was ro. be made an 
Offering for-Sin, as the Antitype, Which theſe 
typified, otherwiſe his Sacrifice had not_obrain- 
ed Acceptance with the Lora 3 forheis the Pro- 


pitiation-for our Sin, and through 'Paith in'his 


Blood- we comme: to knov 'Remiſſionz which 
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agrees to that of the Apoſtle, Rom. 3. 25, © 
Again, I appeal unto you; What Witneſs 
was it that Abel obtained of his being Righte- 
ous? or howdid God teſtifie of his Gift ? fince 
. Moſes, who writes the Story in 
Chap Tl. ., Gen. 4. 4, 5. ( to whom the | 
Verl. 4. | Author to the Hebrews refers) - 
| gives us no farther account, but 
only this, The, Lord had reſpet to Abel,and to his 
Offering > but ts Cain, and to his Offering, he had 
0 reſpei}.Now I ask, How was this manifefted, 
or how came they to know it? how ſhould Abe! 
know that his COpocepted (ſince Cain 
was as forward, yea, beforech and with his Bro- - 
ther in offering ) had not God ſignified ir to 
them: by the Manifeſtation of his Spirit in them, 
even. that fame .Spirit by. which they came to 
know it to be their duty to offer Sacrifice unto 
him: But Caiz ſticking in the Form, and not fly- 
ing on the Wing of Faith to Chriſt, the one Of- 
fering,miſt the Mark that ſhould have been aim- 
ed at by him, and for' this cauſe God rejeCted 
both- him and his Offering, as you may read in 
the following Verſes of this 4th Chapter of Ge- 
eſs, where the Lord expoſtulates the Caſe 
with C4iz, ſaying, Why art thou Wrath, and why 
7s thy .Conntenance fallen ? if thou doſt well, ſhalt 


thok nog be accepted? but if thou doſt not well, Sin 


Lieth at the Door. So that it was for Evil-doing 
Cin. loſt the Acceptance of his Offering; which 
os ſeems 
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ſeems cler to me, that God had noReſpeR td 
Abel perſonally,more then he had to Cain,but as 
he had anEye to the promiſed Sced tobe accept- 
ed in,even Chriſt Jeſus,the Eternal Son of Ged, 
in whom alone the Father is'well pleaſed; And 
itis alſoas clear to me ( through the Openings 
of the ſame Spirit ) That-by the Spirit of his Son 
in their Hearts,he gave Teſtimony of their Gifts 
to Abel, that his was accepted; and to Cary 
this his was rejected: for Caiz muſt needs have 
a Manifeftation of the Spirit ;/.otherwiſe how 


aw -- 


ſhould he know it to be his duty to offer Sacri- 


fice,as.you may ſee he did? for we read not.of 
any outward Precept that either of them had to 
enjoy it. Nor then,if it was a living 1n wrought 
Faith, whereby Abel obtained Acceptance; of 
his Offering; and if it was by an inward Magi» 


fFeſtation ot the-Spirit,by which God pave telli> - 


mony thereof unto him; if this:-be, granted, 1 


hope the Way of Truth willno longer be& Evil 
ſpoken of, which is the ſame' now that it was 13 


the Beginning. And this brings me to that whigh 
1chiefly intend, which is,as I ſaid,to rectifie your 


Miſtakes concerning, and to inform you in,that 


. which ( l hope ) you will ſee not. to be a New, 
| buc the Old True Religion; which is the Wa 
of this People amongſt whom1 now walk, an 
 _vefireco walk;notwithſtanding they are account- - 
-e<d a Sect every where ſpoken againſt : | marvel 
' not that the World hates them, ſince it hated 


him 


him-( to wit, Chriſt Feſtus ) whom they have be- 
heved in, becauſe he teſtified thereof, that nhe | 
Works of it wore Evil, fee fobn 7. 7.. And truly, - 
my Friends, this: ts the Teſtimony this People 
bears this day againſt the corrupt Ways and 
Practices of the World, both: among;Profeſſors 
and Prophane, telſing'of them plainly, That «/l 
Unrighteonſneſs zs:Sn;and for this.cauſe,] know, 
were Power givzn into Mens Hands, they | 
ould quickly: be "raoted out from amongit 
them:Bur though they put no#ruft in an Arm of 
Fleſh, yet they. have a: ſtrong Tawer of detence 
(even the Name: of the: Lord ) which they ran 
int6,and arc {afe:This their Munition of Rocks, 
whereunto their 'Adverſaries:cannot climb. up, 
and-though tticy:do what! it. them: lie ro pull 
them. out from thence, yer their: Arm: 1s too 
| ſhortto: reach them\theiv Strength too weak tp 
hufttthem, their Power of noforce-againſt them, 
Whilſt they. abide inthis ſafe place,natwithſtand- 
| rig great 1s che Wrath of the Enemy, who in- 
tefids them Miſchief; fo that .what he- cannot 
to by Power, he willſeck t> do by Policy; in- 
Knuatinginto che Minds of Peaple, That though 
*tis the. Spine of Trath which they pretend. unto, 
jet "tis 4 Spirit of © Error that they ave led by : 
* Which Suggeſtion of Satan has taken place inthe 
Hearts of ſo many. that were not the God of 
Truth engaged in their ſide, to perſwade Peo- 
Þle from this falſe Opinion concerning them, n 
| woul 
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would ſeem anutter Impoſſibility : But knows 
ing and being well aſſured of this, ( viz. ) Fhar 
the Lord's Strength is made perfect in-his Peo- 
ples Weakneſs; I, as one of the leaſt of the 
Thouſands. of Iſrael, have undettakem im hig 
Name, to go forth againſt thoſe who have riſen - 
up againſt them 3 though I knpw many are-the 
cruel Mcckingsand hard Uſings from Prophane 
on the one hand, with evil Syrmiſlings-and (evere 
Cenſurings, from Profeſſors on the other, that 
bath been'the Lot of this People to bear ; fome 
of which from. the later 'of theſe ( to whom 
chiefly write) 1 hope has not been ſo much ove 
of Diſaffeion to the Truth, as Miſepptehen- 
fion about the Principle of it; as believingy, that 
this People (in whoſe behalf 1I'am -now'c6n- 
frainedto-write ) preach Damnable DodArine, 
the which'] have heard reported of therti;fme/ 
ſaying, They dey the Scriptures; others faying; 
T hey denythe Man Chrift Feſus,with all the Bee 
nefits that by' bis Attive and Paſſive Obedience, 
at alſo by his offering up of himfelf a Sacrifice 'to 
God for-ns, do there by accrue tous, together with 
Tuſt fication by Faith which is in him, and the Im- 
putation of his Righteonſneſs to Man;others ſome. 
What more oeruee. yct have affirmed, '7hat 
whatever they may'own as tg the Death of Chisſf, 
Jet they deny, the Reſurretion of his Body, andof the 
bodies of believers;lo that they have ſaid, Phongh 
Phey dare mit charge them with Damnable Do- 
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&rine, yet certainly they are of very dangerous Opi- | 
niens as concerning Original Sin, and the Inftitu- 
tion of the Sacraments, and in Point of free will, 
and Inherent Righteouſneſs, and in belding a Poſ- 
fhility of a Total fall from True Grace, and yet 
they plead Perfettion, and reckon themſelves infal- 
I;ble( ſay they ) fer all this ;, and herein they [:k- 
en them to the PIp;#.Theſe are {ome of the Foul 
Aſperſions, Falſe Accuſations and Miſrepreſen- 
tations, that have been caft upon this People 
which I wy ſclf have been an Ear Witneſs of, 
and muſt needs confeſs, through the Reſpect 
had to.the ſplendid Profeſiions of thoſe that W 
help. forward ( at leaſt.): the Report thereof, / 
have given.too. much Credence to ſome_of them; ſo 
th noh [can truly ſay, 1 have no_Gwilt to 
charge my {elf with as to ſpreading theſe” falſe 
Reports, yct my keeping too much ſilent here: 
toforez when I was convinced in my Conſcience 
I eught:to have ſpoke, inanſwer to thoſe whong 
I might: bave contradicted in many, of rheſe falſe 
Acculations, obliges me now to put forth this 
Fandication. T9 = 
And now,my Friends, :if 1 can demonſtrate to 
you.bow falſly this People have been accuſed, 
which }, doubt not. to teceive Power from on 
high to. enable me in, I hope to_ be believed 
whea.l, come-co ſpeak ( according to the Mea- 
ſure: of the Grace of God, which Thave receiv- 
ed. ).conccrning that Principle of true Reon, 
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which through this People is promulgated. 
Willing I am to give you Satisfaction in 
Matters whereon ſopgreat Concerns are depend- 
ing, and that the more, becauſe many of theſe 
things are Points wherein I my ſelf lately doubt- 
ed ; concerning which when I came to a Solu- 
tion of in mv own Mind, [ can truly ſay, I then 
was made willing to anſwer the Lord's Requir. 


ings, int-king up the Daily Croſs, which Jeſus 


Chriſt hath (aid every one mult take up that 
will be his Diſciple ; and'ſo I hope may ſome of 
you,as the Lord ſhall make way for his Truth's 
taking impreſkon upon your Minds, in this the 
day of- your Viſitation. 


So ſhall the Defire of her Soul be anſwered, 
whoſe Spirit was exceedingly preſſed to write this 
Matter. | 


F, «die - 
by 
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Reader, 
T 1s ſome time fince I ſet about this Treatiſe, which 
makes me now think, that the latter part hereof 
may ſeem to ſome ro be unſeaſonable 3 for as it ſwelled 
beyond my intention,and took up more time in writing 
than T thought it wovld; ſo alſo hath 1t occafionally 
been, hindred from the Preſs ſince ir hath been wrote ; 
jn which time thoſe former Diſcourſes, which were 
the occaſion of the Subje&, may poſſibly be forgotten 
by thoſe which ſpoke them ; bur as they were afreſh 
broughr inro my Memory by the Remembrancer, the 
Holy Ghoſt, by which I was preſſed in Spirit to give 
Anſwer thereunto, and vindicate Truth therein ( That 
Jo Imight eaſe the Preſſure of my Oppreſſed Spirit ) I have 
in ſome ſort ſtared, and I hope ſatisfattorily anſwered 
the ſame : In which, *r1s like, T may be thought pro- 
Iix ; but I knew not how to comprize the matter ſhor- 
ter ; for the truth js. though I at firſt thought ro have 
filled bur one ſheet of Paper, when I fer about it I ſaw 
a Freld before me, which coſt me ſome ſpiritual Tra- 
yel before I got thorow. . And now, left any ſhould 
think che Trace too long to follow, TI have taken pains 
to prefix and page Contents to every material Point, 
that ſo they may readily turn to that which they are 
moſt defirous to be at, 
* The Book being divided into Three Parts, the furſt 
is in anſwer to ſome Controverted Points, ranked un- 
der Ten Heads : The ſecond trears of the Prinerple of 
Truth, whar ir 1s, from whom 1t comes, and whereto it 
leads : The third is a Confutation of People's Falſe 
Opinions, concerniny the manner how we have been 
convinced of the Principle of Tie Religion. 


PART. 
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Chap. 1. Concerning the Scriptures, Page I» 


Chap. 2. Concerning the Humanity of Chrift, %c. p. 9, 
Chap, 3. Tuching the Reſurrettion of the Body of Chriſt, 


and of the Saints, P. 23» 
Chap. . 4. Concerning Original Sin, P. 26, 
Chap. $5. Concerning the Sacraments, P. 29, 
Chap. 6. Touching Free-w1ll, P- 41. 
Chap. 9. Concerning Inherent Righteouſneſs, P. 44. 
Chap. 8. Concerning a Poſſivility of @ Total Fall fro 

rue Grace, P. 48» 
Chap. 9. Concerning Perfe#inn, P- 58. 
Chap. to, Concerning Infallibuity, P: 59. 

PART. II. 


A general Deſcriprion of TRUTH's PRINCIPLE. 
Se&t. 1. It is a Principle of Divine Light and Life of 
Chriſt Feſizs placed in the C n{cience, &c. Pp. 65. 
A noe particular Relation of what the Principle of Truth 
#, and what "tis called in Sc;iptuce. 


Set. 2, 'Tws the Grace of God that brirgeth Salvation, 
and hath appe.cred To all Men, p. 66. 
"Ts the Light «f Jcfus, who # that true Light that light- 
eth every man that caneth into the World, p. 68. 
'Tis a meaſure if the Divine Spirit; and a Manifeſtation 
of it us giv. nt9 every min to profit withal, P- 75. 
An Anſwer to an Ohjection, p. 80. Br. 
'Tss that Divine Principle of Life, which brings the Glad 
T:aings of Salvation near unto Ail. *Tis the Ward of 


Reconcil:zrion, p-83. 
'Tis the Law written in the cart, P- £4. 
Tis the Wire of Faith, ibid. 
*74 that Insorruptible Seed by which we are begotten 19 

God, end byn-againby his Ere.nal Word, p-'E£7. 


Tis that Foun tatizn which God hath laid inStongand ary 
al[y 
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alſo made become the Head and Corner Stone, p. 5g. 


Set. 3 An Account from whom this trace and inward Prins 
Cclpie doth come, A 

It comes from God ( through Chriſt ) as ſaith the Apoſtle, | , 
2 Cor. 4.6. P 98. 

Touching the Fa'l of Man, P. 99. | 

And the Way of Reſtoration By Chriſt the Light, Cc. who : 
7s the Free Gift of the Father, for the Salvation of pew 
Sinners, 

And he hath manifefte1 ſomething of this Gift unto All Men 
by the Light of bis Spirit Within; for the Lord of the — 
whole Earth is univerſal and impartial in his Love to 


all Mankind, P. 104» 
Concerning the effeftual Operation of the Spirit (or Princi- 
ple of God Within ) from p. 104. tOP. 122» 


The Light of |eſus zn the Conſcience proved ro be no 
Natural Inſufficient Thing ( as ſome have ſought to render | 

zt ) being ſomething of God placed in Every Man to | 

witneſs againſt a)l Sin, 5c. P. 1122s | 

Chrift Gods Covenant of Light, called by divers Names in | 
Scriprute, P. 123, 124, 125, 126, 127. 

A General Invitation to turn to.the Light Within, p. 128, 

( 129, 130, 131, 132, 


PART. IL - 
A Confutation of Peoples Falſe Opinions concerning the Mane BM 


ner how we have been Convinced of this Principle of c 
true Religion. P. 134,135. © 

Wherein I. bave endeavoured to refute the Errors, Teno- Nel 
rance and Miftahes, that many yet lie under, concern- bu 
ng the Pradftices of thrſs who are led and guided by the wr 
Light of Chriſt within, relatins to the Means whereby the 
they © onvince and turn People to the ſame, p. 1.37, &c. | , 

Woereunto 1s added, an Epiſtle to the late Convinced of hot 
Truth, p* 1G2. Fu 
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4+ CHAP. 1 
Ze | Concerning the Sctiptures. 


er I N the firft place, I ſhall begin with the holy 
'* | | Scriptures, which hath been ſaid by ſome; 
2M. this People called Quakers do not own. 
7. Anſwer, That this is a great Slander, theit 
9, many Writings and Declarations make mani-. 
2, feſtly appear, in which their Teſtimonies are all 
ſo conſonant, and agreeable to the Records of 
Scripture, that I never met with the like.amongtt 
7. any other : And beſides this, Iam well afſured 
\.. of it, notonly from their own Witneſs of them- | 
no- ſelves; but from the Witneſs of God in my 
rn- Own Breaſt , They do believe all things that are 
the written in the Law and the Prophets ; ſo that 
mg thoſe which do ſo clamorouſly charge them, can- 
1 of fot prove the things whereof they ſo much ac- 
62. uſe them, | 2 
ths P. - 
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2 Concerning the Scriptures. 
But then it hatk been replyed, viz. They own 


the Scriptures indeed, but tis in their own Way » | 
they believe them as they do a moral Hiſtory ; juſt * 


barely. viving credit to.them, owning that they are 


Truth ; but they ao not believe they are the Word | 


of God and the Rule of Faithand Life. 


As to this, 1 Anſwer; They do believe the. 


Scriptures, ſo far as Scripture it ſelf requires 
Faith in it ſelf; that is, that they are able to make 


wiſe unto Salvation through Faith, which is in . 
Chriſt Jeſus, being givenby Inſpiration of God, 


according to that ot the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 3.15,16. 


And they co alſo believe, That this fame Jeſus 


here ſpoken of, whois ſaid to be the Meſſenger 
of the Covenant, Mal. 3. 1. the ſame, and not 
another, did Inſpire his Prophets and Apoſtles 
in writing of the Scriptures: Bur ſtill he is the 
Word, as well as the Wiſdom of the Father ; 
and I ask, Where do the Scriptures themſelves 


| declare any other ? Where do they fay that 


they are the ord of God ? or the Rule of Faith 
and Life ? Though 1 have heard ir ſaid, that 
The Prophets Iſatah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, &c. 
often call their Propheſies by the Name of the Wora 


of the Lord, which ſay ſome, 1s all one if we ſa) 


te Word of God. Now ſuch1 would adviſe to 


take a ſecond view of the Text, and then they' 
may find, that the Prophets did not call their 
Prophefies and Writings The Word of the Lord, 


(for they were the Lord's Words) he m_ 
. Fe T he, 
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Concerning the Scriptures. i 
Phe Word of the Lord, who revealed their Pro”® 
pheſies unto them 3 as for inſtance, Ezek, 29. 1* 
tays the Prophet there, In the tenth Jear, inthe 
tenth moneth, in the twelfth day of the moneth, cams 
the Word of the Lord unto me, ſajing, 8c. $0 
then it was the Word of the Lord that came 
and ſaid unto him: the Propheſie was that which 
he ſaid. \ So in Jeremiah C Chap. 7. v. 1. &c. 
old Tranflation) *tis ſaid, The Words that came 
to Jeremiah from the Lord, ſaying, Stand in the 
Gate of the Lord's Houſe, and proclaim there this 
Word , and ſay, Hear the Word of the Lord all 
ye of Judah, [| Mark] The Prophet was to 
make Proclamation of the Word of the Lord, 
that the Men of 7adah might hear what he ſaid 5 
as it followeth, Thus ſaiththe Lord, Amend your 
ways and your doings, and I will cauſe you to dwell 
in this place, &c. And this was he, as I ſaid 
before, who is the Mefſenger of the Covenant, 
appointed by the Father, to reveal his Secrets 
unto his Servants, the Prophets, who came to 
7eremiah with this Propheſie : ſothat it was not 
what he ſaid, but he himſelf, whoſe Name is 
called The Word of God, Rev. 19.13. And this 
is that Word which came unto Abraham in a 
Viſion, Gem. 15. 1. ſaying, Fear not, Abraham 3 
T am thy Shield, and thy exceeding great Reward 
Unto whom, in the very next Verſc, Abraham 
gives the Titles of Zord and God 3 which proves . 
the Word to be Eternal and Divine ; but: ſoare 
IB 2 -..* NOT 
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4. Concerning the Scriptures. _- | 
not the Scriptures Eternal ; for we know they 
had their Beginning in time: and though they 


are Words and Declarations of Divine Things, 
yet muſt we diſtinguiſh between the Declara- ; 


tion, and that which is Declared of, ſo as not to 
call them both, by one Name. Thoſe written 
words ( for Scriptare ſignifies a Writing.) they 


are Publications in Teſtimony of that Creating 


Word of Power by which the Worlds were 
framed; ſee Heb.11.3. yet they do not declare, 
that the World was made by them ; but by that 
Eternal Word which was in the beginning, as 
its rezorded, 7ohy 1.1. the ſame is that which 
liveth and abideth for ever, 1x Per. 1.23. which 
Word is quick and powerful, and ſharper than 
any edged Sword, piercing, even to the divi- 
ding afſunder of Soul and Spirit, and of the 


Joynts and Marrow ; and is a Difcerner of the. 


Thoughts and Iptents of the Heart; neither is 


there any Creature that is not manifeſt in his 
Sight; but all thingsare naked and opened unto |, 


the Eyes of him with whom we have todo,even 


as*tis writen, Heb. 4.11, 13. This is that Word . 


to whom the Scriptures direct us, 


LZnke 1.79. as a Light unto our feet, and a 


P/alm 119. Lanthorn unto our Paths, to gnide 
I 30. our feet into the Way of Peace; the 
very entrance of which giveth Light ; 


yea, it giveth Underſtanding to the Simple. So 
that the Scripturesthemſelves, ſay not of _ | 
{clves, 
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Concerning the Scriptures. g 
ſelves, that they are the Word of God, but 
that they bear witneſs of him. . And this is he, 
who ſaid to thoſe great Scriptvrians, (namely, 
the Fews of old ) who ſo greatly cxalted the 
Scriptures, but had not the Living Word abiding 
in them ; Search the Scriptures ; for in them ye 
think ye have Eternal Life; and they are they which 
teftifie of me, ſaith Chriſt ; &»t ye will not come 
to me that ye might have Life, John 5.38,39,40. 


. So here it may be ſeen, there is g00d Reaſon to 


diſtinguiſh between the I/7itten Words, the Wri- 
ting or Letter, and the Living Word, which is a 
Quickening Spirit. 

But now, as to the other part of the Charge, 
which is, That this People (of whom ] am now 
writing) ao not own the Scriptures to be the Rule 
of Faith and Life. | 

In their behalf 1 A»/mer : Tney do own the 
Scriptures to be a Rule, as they direct unto him | 
(to wit, Chriſt) whois the Object of our Faith, 


' and Lordof Light and Life : They do alfo be- 
| lievethat the Scriptures are profitable, for Do- 
| Etrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inliru- 
. QCtion in Righteouſneſs, that rhe Man of God 


may be throughly furniſhed unto every g00d 


Work, as ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. 


But yet till it 1s in Chriſt Jeſus , whom his 
People do believe; and he is tne Rule by which 
they live, according to the Example of the 


 Apoſtic, who ſaith, The Life that I now Iite in 
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6 Concerning the Seviprures., 
the fleſh, 1 live by the Faith of the: Sin-of God, 


Gal. 2.20. Hemult needs behis Peoples Rules |. 


for he is the Way, the Truth andthe, Life; #0 


man cometh to the Father but by him, Jobn 14. 6. ! 
And tis his Spirit that leads into all Truth, John 
16.73. even that Spirit which ſearcheth all things, ' 
yea, the acep things of Goa, as ſaith the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. 2. 10. which Spirit: teacheth them Of all. | 
things , and bringeth all things to.their' Remem-., 
brance, according to'Chriſt's Promiſe, 7ob. 14.26% | 
Theretore the Spirir: of Chrift, -1s the: Rule of: ; 
his Peoples Faith, and the Guide of” their Life | 
yet doth notthis detract from the , Scriptures, | 


nor the Eftemation of this People (called Qza- 
kers) concerning them 5..for I know they. do 
believe,that whatſoever things were written afore- 


time,weye written for our Learning that me through 


Patience and Comfort of the Scriptares. might have. 
Hope, as *tis recorded, Roms. 15. 4: - So that it 


appears, the Scriptures are owned of them, and 


are believed by them, andare practiſed amongſt 
them 3 but they dare nat aſcribe them that Glo- 
ry which is due to God, nor exalt_ them above 
his Son Chriſt Jeſus, ' nor preter them in his Spi- 
rit's ſtead ; neither yet is it any Deropation 
from. the Scriptures, toexalt Chriſt and his Spi- 
rit more than they 3 for Scriptures themſelves 
exalt Chriſt and the Spirit above:themſelves: 


ſo that ic is not in ahy ſlight or diſreſpect they ; 


have to thoſe holy Writings, wheretore they | 
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© © Concerning the Sevipturer. : 
do not call them the ord, and the Rile of Faith 
and Life; but, as they have declared, *Tis trom 


that reverend regard they owe and ought to bear 
! to Chriſt Jeſus, the grear and eminent Word 


; of God, to whoſe Spirit all Scripture-Dire- 


ions, in Matters of Salvation, reter us, as to 


| = Tnfallible Rule and Guide : They direct us 


7 , thereunto, that we may not live in them, but 
 \ in him, who is the Author and Diſpenſer of 


them: Thus, though the Scriptures are grant- 
' ed to be a Righteous Rule , and of Divine 
' Diſpenſation (tor-the Propheſie came not in old 
' time by the will of man, but holy men of God [poke 


| as they were moved by the holy Ghoſt, even as the 


: Apoſtle teſtified, 2 Per. i. 21. and my Soul 


2raiſes the Lord, that hehath preſerved the Re- 


' 20rds of ſo many Propheſies and Teſtimonies 


of his primitive Servants,. through ſo many Con- 
:ingencics, unto this preſent Age) 'yet can I not 
think , that the God of infinite Wiſdom and 


| Grace, whoſe Mercy is over all his Works, 


would leave Mankind in fo great a Concern, 
whereon their Eternal Salvation 1s depending, 
to ſuch a Rule alone, for Guidance therein, as ts 
ſubjz& to concealing Miſ-tranſlation, Miſ4nter- 
pretation, Falſe Application , as we. find the 
Scriptures have been by Corrupters of them: 
Much leſs can I believe, that he would ſuffer 
the greateſt part of the World to live without 


' them (as they do) were there no other. means 
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8  Ooncerning the Scriptures. FR 


appointed for their ſalvation : Yea, moreover, 
I-am very ſenſible, that where the Scriptures 
are, many occurrences may fall out 1n the | 
courſe of our lives, about which the Scripture | 
gives no particular Advice; and yet it is ne-| 
nefſary we ſhould have a Guide near 1n all our 
affairs: But I well know, many Caſes there | 
are, Where Scripture is altogether {ilent in the. 
matter. Admit then here, that the Creature, 
in (uch a ftreight, not knowing what to do, 
betake it ſelf to enquire of the Lord by Prayer; 
alas! what will that avail, unleſs 1t receive an 


anſwer ? Which is already granted nat to be' 


found in Scripture, neither-can it now be had by 
the meer Literal Prieſthood, nor by their pre-, 
tended Urim and Thummim; and ſay they(who 
cry up ſolely Scripture tobe the Rule of Faith 
and Life ) Neither muſt we expet# Anſwer by 
Dream, nor yet by viſion, no, nor by Revelation, 
noe inſpiration, for theſe ( ſay they ) are ceaſt 
wavy Azes paſt, Whoml ask What way then 
can the Creature come by Advice 2 which till, 
they can reſolve me in, I ſhall ſtill retaia my 
Qpinion, viz, That that inward oracle ( which 
is a Meaſure of God's'Spirit, whereby we ob- 
tain acceſs to him, with anſwer and direQtion 
from him in ajl our Concerns, about which we 
1nquire of him ) undeniably s of greater authority, 
goth to beget living Faith, and orger m therein; 
@24 4 more perfett Rule to guide aur liver, thas | 
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a Concerning.the Humanity of Chrift, 8c. 9 


»he ontward Writings of the Scriptures, which in 


- many things leave us without either Connſel or 


Inſtrufion. And here I ſha)l leave this point, 
which is in anſwer to an accuſation, which is, 
T hat we deny the Scriptnres ; a thitig often charg- 
ed upon, but never proved againſt the People 
gallcd Quakers. | 


{ —_ — 


—— 


\ a 


— 


CHAP. 1J. | 
Concerningthe Humanity of Chriſh, &c. 
A Second charge which I have heard brought 
in againſt the Quakers, is, ,That they deny 
the Humanity of Chriſt 7e(us, and the Obedignce 
that he yielded in the days of his Fleſh, by his Suf- 
fering, Death, Burial, Reſurreftion from the 
dead, together with all the benefits that thereb 
accrue unto believers,as alſo ?nſtification by Faith, 
and the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chrifk, Now 
that this hath been as falſly charged upon them 
as the former, I ſhall undertake to prove by 
Scripture : But firſt let me mind the: Rea- 
der; this I have obſerved, viz. That there are 
many that have born falſe Witneſs againſt them; 
pet oF do not ſeem to accord in their Witneſs; 
For firit comes out aleaned 
Doctor, and he declares pub- Doctor Oy 
lickly c though ſomewhat am: COR 
| '% 


To Concerning the Humanity of Zhrift., &c. 
biguouſly ) that this people deny that Chriſt 
which dyed at feryſalem, to be God equal 
with the Father. But when this was refuted ſo 
as not to be believed then comes 
{or Faldo. out another, and he would give 
the World to know, as if they 
only deny the Son of God to have aſſumed Hu: 
mane( or mans ) Nature : Thus their accuſers 
contradict one another ( for both ſeem to grant 
we own 24 Chriſt; which well they may do,lince 
they differ in Principles amongſt them ſelvehow 
ever they agree thus'far, like Herod and Pilate, 
to.aunite againſt Jeſus, ſo have they againſt his 
Followers: but 1 need not enlarge upon parti. 
culars, ſince rather then they will want a Hoft 
to go out againſt Quakers, look but into the 
Mufter, and thou mayſt ſee One and Twenty 


Divities( as they give themſelves rhe Stile ) enter 


the Lift together, of whom I ſhall ſay no more 
here, © left' it ſhould be rakea tor a Digreſſion 
from the Anſwer. 

1f, Therefore to clear Truth from Slander, 
both on the one hand and the other; 1 do in the 


firſt place affirm, and that vpon cerain Grounds, 


vis That all who may be rightly denominated 
Oanakers,( ſachas trembleat the word of God) 
they are of the Faith of one Subſtance, which 


theancient Chri/ti25:s ſo carveſtly contended for, 


and ſuffered ſuch hard things in maintaining, to , 


wit, that Chriſt che bleſſed Son 'of God( as to 
his 
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, Concerning the Hamanity of Chrift &c. IT 
his Divinity ) was of the fame Ercrrnal {1bſtance 
with the Father, as inay be read ati large in 
George Biſhop's Looking-plaſs tor the tuurs, pag. 
8 7 85, ; | 

oe I affirm, hey faithfuily own the Scrip= 
tures: And therefore what F:bu the Divine ifaw 
in his Reve/ations Concerniug him, as *tis Re- 
corded, Chap. 13. 8. That he(ro wit Cirift) 
was the Lamb ſlain fram the foundation of the 
World. And what the Anoltle {aid of tym, Phzl. 
2. 6. Who being in the Form of Goa, thonght it 
mo Robbery to be equal with God. Likewiſe fohn 
the Evangelift in the firſt chapcer 1. 2, 3. ſaith 
concerning Chriſt, 1z the beginning was the word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God the ſame was in the beginning with God; all 
things were ninde by him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made, for by him were all , 
things created that are in Heaven, and that arein 
Earth, Viſible and inviſible, whet her they be 
Thrones or Dominions, Principalities or Powers, 
all things were created by him and for him, who ts 
over all God bleſſed for ever, Amen, Co). 1. 16. 
Rom. 9. 5. Theie togerher with the Teſtimonies 
J ſus gave of himſelf, -Fohy 8. 38. Yerily, verily, 
1 ſay unta you, before Abraham was 1 am, John 
10. 30;. [ and my Father are one, John 15. 5. 
There he Praycs, And now Ob Father glorifie 
thou me with thine own ſelf, and with the Glory 


which I had with thee before the World was. - In 


like 


| 12 Concerning eh Tamavity of Chriſt, &c: 


like manner he ſpeaks of his own Eternity, Pro. | 


8. Chap. from the 23d. to the end, to which 


agrees that application given to him, of wonger- | 
ful Conrſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting. 


RN | 


Father, the Prince of Peace, Iſa. 9. 6. Thele. 


things, 1 ſay, the Lakers believing according | 
as they are written, and having an experience | 
of in themſelves, by the effectual working of 


the mighty power of Chriſt Jeſus in their hearts, 
are ſufficient proofs to them of his Divine ſub- 
ſtance; and alſo to make ther ſee what is the 
Fellowſhip of the Myſtery which from the be- 


ginning of the World hath been hid in God,who 
created all things by Jeſus Chriſt, as *tis writ- | 


ten, Epheſ. 3. 9. Wherefore they know the 


Son to be one, and equal in power with the | 


Father. 

Now if any ſhall object that Scripture, where 
Chrift ſaith, Jy Father u greater then I. 
 Avnſw. That muſt needs be underſtood only 
as he aſſumed the Nature of Man; not at all re- 
lating to the fulneſs of the God head that dwel- 
leth Bodily in him, as 'tis written, Cel. 2. g. So 
likewiſe the Author -to' the Hebrews deſcribes 
him, Chap. I. 2, 3. verſes, To be the brightneſs 
of the Fathers Glory, and the” expreſs Image or 


Chara#er of his Subſtance ( forſo the Word Per- . 


ſon onght to be rendered ) by whim he alſo made 
the Werlds. And therefore 1 believe ( and ſodo 
they, in whoſe bchaif I write ) that Jeſus Chriſt 
is very God. 3aly. 


y 


Concerning the Humanity of Chrift, &c. 13 
3aly, I affirm, they do believe that this Jeſus, 


' orthis God, was manifeſt in the fleſh, as ſaith 
' the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 3. 16. And hn the Evan. 

geliſt, Chap. 1. 14+ The Word was made Fleſs 
| and dwelt amongſt 15 ( and we beheld his Glory, 
' the Glory as of the only begotten of the Father ) full 


of Grace and Truth, And Paul to the Hebrews, 


| Chap. 2. 16. ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſaith, For ve- 


rily he took not ou him the Nature of Angels, but 
he took on him the Seed of Abraham. 

| 4thly, Thereiore in the fourth place I affirm, 
The Qakers do faithfully own this Jeſus to be 


| the Mcdiator,according to the Teſtimony of the 
Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 2. 5, 6. For there is one God, © 
. and one Mediator between God and Man, the Man 


Chriſt feſus, who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, 
to be tefified in due time. 

5thly, | aftrm they own his obedience alſo; 
for 1 know they do believe thar Chriſt Jefus in 
the dayes of his Fleth was obcdien* to God, as 
becometh a Son unto a Father in all things: For 
he came not te do his own Will, burtthe Will 
of him that ſent him; wheretore we find him 
Praying to his Father, Not my wil, b»t thine be 
dine. Yea, moreover 'tis written of him, He- 


. brews 5 8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he 


| bruiſed for our Iniquities ; the Chaſtiſements of 


Obelience by the thinos which he ſuffered: For he 
was a man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief 
he was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions; he was 


07 


our - Peace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we 
are healed, as ſaith the Propnet 1/aiah, Chap. | 
53-3 5. Therefore theſe do confeſs to his Suf- | 
fcrings, according to the Scrjptures 3 for Chriſt | 
aiſo hath once ſuffered tor Sin, the Juſt for the 
Unjuſt, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to Death in the Fle, but quickned by the 
Fpirit; ſee 1 Pet. 3.18. Likewiſe they own his 
Death, as an acceptable ard moſt ſatisfactory 
Sacrifice to God for the Sins of all, ard is of 
bleſſed advant ge tow nat ſhall receive Faith | 
in his ©! d which ag..c5 to Kom. 3. 25. Epheſ. 
5-2 Wh nm God hath "t forth to be a Propitiation 
th:woh Faith in his Blood, to declare his Righte- 
ow(nels for the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt, 
thro, ch the forbearaunce of God; And he hath given | 
bim(elf for ws an offering aud a Sacrifice to Gud 
for a ſweet ſmeliizg ſavenr. Allo they believe 
thac as Ciriſt dyed for our Sins, ſo he was bu- 
ried likewtie, and roſe again according to the 
Scriptures, 1 Cor. 15. 3, 4. Again, ver'. 29,2T. 
tis aid, Ent now u# Chriſt riſen from the Dead, 
and become the firſt Fruits of them that ſleep: For 
fence by ancame Death, by Man came alſo the 
Reſurrection of the Dead. Soin As 17.31. The 
Apcfile mentions this as the afſurance which 
God gave to men of his judging the World at 
the great Day, by his Son Chriſt Jejus, namely, 
hishaviag raiſed him from the Dead. 
Now 6rhly and £aſty, I affirm they do be- 
RE: lieve, | 
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Concerning the Humanity of Chrift, &c. 15 
lieve, that from Coriſt Jeſus theſe and ſuch. like 
Benefits extend to true Eclievers: Firf, Eleft- 
on in him, according as God hath choſen us in 
him before the Foundation of the World,. that 
we ſhould be holy and, without; blame. be- 
forc him in Love, as*tis recorded in Ephkeſ.1.4. 
[ Mark ]” Tis iz him we arc elected; not in our 
ſelves, as though perſonally ſome were choſen, 
and others paſt by : but in the Seed Chriſt, the 
Elect of God, the object of the Father's Love; 
all who are gathered into him, are made a cho- 
m_ Generation, an Elect People by the Lord. 

Focation; this alſo they own to be a Be= 
—- beſtowed on them by theEather, in the 
Son; for that they who were by nature Chil- 
dren of Wrath as well as others, have been 
c.lied of God in Chriit, with an High and Holy 
Calling, to obtain M- roy {rom him, even to be- 
come Saints, thar fo they ſhould ſhew forth 
che Vertues of } btim who harh called them out 
ot Darkneſs into his marvellous Light, 
3: Reconciliation to God; 3s ſaith the Apoſtle, 
2 Cor. 5. 18, 19. Al things are of God who hath 
reconciled ain is hixſelf by feſus Chriſt, . and hath 
given to us the Miniſtry ef Reconciliation, tO wit, 
thit God was 1# LA rift reconciling the 1 orid Hnto 
himſelf. So Cui!, 1, 29, 21. 22. It's ſaid, Aud 
hawing made FP eace through ihe Blood 6 *his Groſs, 
by him to reconcile all things x:uc9 | kimſelf, by him, 1 
(av, whether Ley ve th: 144 in Earth or things in 
Heaven , 
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T6 Concerning the Humanity of Chrift; 8c. 
Heaven; and you who were ſometimes alienated 
and Enemies in your minds by wicked Works, yet 
now hath he reconciled in the Brdy of hus Fleſh 
through Death, to preſent you holy, unblameable, 
antreprovable in his Sight. 

4. SanfHification and Juſtification; I put both 
theſe together, becauſe, though I do grant they 
may be diſtinguiſhed, yet 1 cannot ſee how 
they can be divided, being fo near of kin, that 
if one languiſh, rother cannot but greatly 
mourn: beſides, the Apoſtle is my Preſident in 
coupling of them, ſpeaking to the Corinthians 
41 his firſt Epiſtle, Chap. 6. 11. ſaith, But ye 
are waſhed, bM ye are [anftified, but je are juſti+ 
fried ia the name of our Lord feſus, and by the Spi- 
rit of our God.. But more of this in another place. 

'5- Aaoption; as *tis written, Epheſ. 1. 5- 

Having preaeſtinated us unto the Adoption of Chil- 
dren by feſws Criſt to himſelf, according to the 
good Pleaſure of his will: To thelike pprpoſe is 
that in Rom. 8. 29, For, whom he did fore- 
know, he alſo dia predeſtinate to be conformed to 
the Imatze of his Son,that he mig ht be the Frft-born 
among many Brethren: To which accords fohs 1. 
I2. 1o as many as received him, to them gave he 
Power to become the Sons of Gud, even to as ma- 
ny as believe in his name. 

6, A ſixth Benefit is, Forgiveneſs of, and Re- 
aemption from all ſia; as faith the Scripture, Epheſ. 
- I, 7. In whom we bave Reaempticn through his 
: Blood, 


| Concerning the Humanity of © brift, &c. 17 
Blood the Forgiveneſs of Sins, according to the 
Riches of his Grace : So Titus 2. 13, 14. Look- 


| ; for that bleſſed Hope, and Glorious ak 
io 


the great God, and our Saviour Feſui Chriſt, 
who gave himſelf for ns, that he might redeem ns 


| |fromall iniquity, and furi fie unto himſelf a pecu- 
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liar People, zealons of good works : And 1 ohby 
'23. 8,'5. *tis ſaid, For thes purpoſe the Son of God 
'was manifeſted, that he might deftroy the works of 
the Devil : And ye know that he was manifeſted 
'to take away our Sin. Is 
4. Viftory over Satan; Foraſmach as the Chil- 
'dren ave partakers of Fleſh and Blood, he alſo 
200k part TPthe ſame, that through death he might 
deftroy him that had the power of Death, that « 
the Devil; ſee Hebr. 7. 14. So that his ſtrength 
being broken, and his power deſtroyed by the 


Captain of our Salvation, if we reſiſt him ſted-_ 


faft in the Faith,he will flee from us,as *tis wtit- 
ten, 7ames 4. 7. 

8. Another benefit is, Acceſs to God by Faith; 
as faith the Apoſtle, Zpbeſ. 3.12.1 whom we have 
Boldneſs and Acceſs, with confidence by the Faith 
of him: And as we have Acceſs to God by him, 
(o likewiſe we find acceptance with God in and 
through him. | 

9. Through him we receive 4 ſure Hope 
of Eternal Life; as *tisrecorded, Heb. g. 15. 
And for this cauſe he is the Mediator of the New 


Teſtament, that by means of Death for the Re- © 


- demMtiens, 
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13 Corcerning the Humanity of Chriſt, 8c. * 1 
demptions of the Tran(greſſions that were nnd; 


the firſt { they which are called mig 
receive the Promiſe of the Eternal inheritance. 
Thus *tis confeſt, that in Chriſt Jeſus we are! 
Elected, called, Reconciled to God, Santi. 
fied, Juſtified, Adopted; by him we obtain 
Pardon and Redemption from all Sin; through! 
Faith in his Name we find Acceſs to God, and 
Acceptance with him 3 in him we are made Vi- 
Qors-over.Satan, and Heirs of Life Eternal. 
Now, Reader, thou may'ſt ſee how falſly 


the Qagkers have been accuſed,in laying to their: * 


Charge, They deny that Chriſt which came is the 
fleſh, with, the Obedience he therein performed by 
his Suffering, Death, Reſurreftion from the 
Dead, ' &'c. as alſo the Benefits that thereby are 
obtained ; which things never were by them de- 
nyed; for they know, that the Son of God is 
come, and hath given them an Underſtanding, 
that they know him that is true, and they are in 
him that is true, evenin his Son Jeſus Chriſt; 
this is the true God and eternal Life, ſee 1 7ohy 
.F. 20. But for further ſatisfaction concerning, 


HF 


their Faith herein if any do deſire it ) they may; «f 
ſee a Book. put forth by George Whitehead, in- th; 
tituled, The Divinity of Chriſt, and Unity of the ſie, 
T hree that bear Record in Heaven,with the bleſſed to 


End and Effetts of Chriſt's Appearnance, Coming be 


in the Fleſh, Suffering and Sacrifice for fruners, The 


Confeſſed and Vindicated. 
Now 


| 1 . Concerning the Humanity of Chrift, &c. 19 
en Now: concerning 7F»ſtification by Faith in Je-- 
he ſus Chriſt, and the Imputation of his Righte- 

{ ouſneſs to Believers: Here alſoit may be ſeen 
re; how. groſly this People have been abuſed, and 
ti: how greatly their principle hath been miſrepre- 
un' ſented : For Juſtification by Faith they own ( as 
gh. hath.publickly been confeſſed by them ) accord- 
nd inp to.theſe Scriptures; By the deeds of the Law 
'i-. fall no Fleſh be juſtified in 

his fight; mherefore the 
ly. Law was our School-Ma- 
eiti © fer to bring us unto Chriſt, - 
he that we bs. Ao be juſtified © TION J: 
by, by Faith: To declare, I ſay, Saks 
the at this time his Righteouſneſs, that he might be 
we Juſt, and the juſtifier of bim which believeth in 7e- 
le- ſus: For by Grace ave ye ſaved through Faith, 
is #nd that not ofour ſelves, it is the Gift of God; 
1g, mt of Works, leaft any man ſhould boaſt + for we 
1n, are his Workmanſnip, created in Chriſt feſus unto 
ſt; good Works, not by works of Righteouſneſs which 
hn we have done, but according to his mercy he ſavea 
ng, *s, by the waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing 
ay) sf the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us abund.zntly, 
in- through Jeſus Chriſt our Savioxr, that being juſti- 
the fied by Grace, we ſbeuld be made Heirs acccrding 
ſed to the hope of Eternal Life. But then it muſt 
ng be a living Faith, according to the definition of 
r5,, the Apoſtle 7ames in the ſccond Chapter of his 
C2 Epiſtle, 


Rom. 3. 20. 
Gal. 3. 24- 
Rom. 3. 26. Epheſ. 
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20 Concerning the Humanity of Chriſt, &c. 
- Epiſtle; Aud it muft be ſuch a Faith as purifies 
| the Heart, and i held ina 

Acts 15. 9. 6, 7. pure Conſcience,and is mani- | 
1 Tim. 1.5, 6, 7- feft in the Life by Worksof | 
love, and gives Vittory over | 


the world. For in Chriſt feſus neither Circumciſion | 
availeth any thing, nor Uncirenmciſion, but Faith, | 


hs ae. ha. 


which worketh by Love, ſaith Ptul, Gal. 5.6. And 


this is the Vittory whereby we overcome the World, + 
even our Faith, ſaith Fohy. 1 Joh. 5. 4." There- 
tore, ſay I, without this real Faith, *tis im-_ 
poſſible we ſhould pleaſe God, or be juſtified 
in his ſight : Yet now becauſe theſe my Friends ; 
have diſtinguiſhed between Faith and Fancy, |}. 
therefore they have been. calumniated, and [D 
- their -Principle traduced by many. So likewiſe ' 
as to the imputed Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
this they own according to the Scriptures, even 
as David deſcribeth the Bleſſedneſs of the 
man whoſe Tranſgreſhon is forgiven, and 
whole Sin is covered, ſaying, Bleſſed 7s the 
man unto whom the Lord impateth not Iniquity, 
and in whoſe Spirit there is no Guile, Pal. 32. | 
I, 2. And Abraham being juſtified by Faith, 
*tis ſaid, he received - the {ſign of Circum- | 
cifion a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of the 
Faith which he had yet being Uncircumciſed, 
_ that he might be the Father of all them that be- 
lieve, though they be not Circumciſed , that 
Righteouſneſs might be imputed to them alſo, 
Rom. | 
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On 
- 
3, 


—_—Y pwn "Y th. — Mat gs 


R, jr ©  WF_OYS RY” ee 0 TO Tos ee it LE EC TH LICY! 


SB T7 ow WW. VF WW .. oe EP 7 


_——— held ww I” 
ery _ = 2006 I IGRe) et 


omterning the Humanity of Chriſt, &c. 21 
Rom. 4. 11. Wherefore this People believe 
acceptance with the Father, is only in Chriſt, 
and by his Righteouſneſs made ours, or impu- 
ted unto us, bythe inward Work and applica- 
tory act of God's Gift of Grace, whereby he 
is made unto the Soul, Wiſdom, Righteoul\- 


neſs, Sanctification and Redemption, but be- 


- _— » —_— 


a” 


cauſe they deny the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to 
be imputed, where it is not imparted, and di- 
ſtinguiſh between Imagination and Imputati- 
on between reckoning or imputing thatis real, 
and reckoning or imputation that 1s not real, 
but a fancy, and dare not own the point in the 
Latitude of that Sin-pleafing Principle, to which 
it is ſtretched as if men might be imputatively . 
Holy, though not inwardly Holy, and impu- 
tatively Righceous, though not really Righte- 
ous 3 therefore they are clamoured upon, as if 
they denyed the Imputation of Chriſts Righte- 
ouſneſs, when it is only to thoſe who are not 
made Righteous by it, to walk as he walked : 
For the Scripture doth not ſay, that he that 
ſaith he is Righteous by the Imputation ' of 
Chrifts Righteouſneſs, but he rhar dorh righte- 
onſneſs us Righteous, even as he Righteous, 
1 John 3. 7. What then? ſhall we Sin ? ( and 
yet think to be ſaved by the impured Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, becauſe we are not under the 
Law , but under Grace )Ged f:rbid that we 
ſhould Sin( in this ſtate of Grace faith the Apcitle, 
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22 Concerning the Humanity of Chriſt, &c. 


"Rom. 6. 15. Indeed the whole Chapter ſpeaks : 
the ſame ſence ( viz. ) that 1t 1s not our Impu- , 
tation or reckoning of Chriſts Righteouſneſs to A . 
our ſelves will juſtifie us 3 but he imparting and fo 


imputing it to us 5 and this ſhall ſuffice in An- 
{wer to the ſecond general Charge againſt this | 
People,in every particular of which may be ſeen 
what groſs abuſes have been caſt upon them, 
whereby the envious & ill affected have ſought 
to cover their Principles with their own Perver- _ 
ſions, and ſo tomake Truth it {elf become reject- 
ed. But I ſhall in the next place ſpeak to thoſe 1 
take to be more moderate, & {uch whom I have ' 
ſometime found my ſelf much ſwayed by: But 
ſince I find it was more by Education and Tradi- 
tion, then any certain evidence I could haveof 
the Truth of that Religion, I find my {elf obli- 
ved to deteft thoſe Errors in publick, which1I . T 
have heard divers of them caſt upon the People. 
called Quakers in private, charitably judging 
they ſpeak not ſo muck againſt them out of ill | 
will, as ignorance of, and unacquaintance with | 
their blamele(s Principle ; though this is bad ' 
enough for Pcople to ſpeak Evilof things they | 
know not; and for ſuch as are divided amongſt | 
themſelves, to joyn together againſt others, 
C as ſome have confeſſed to me, that though 
"*they differ in many particulars , yet they all. ; 
agree in this, to ſet their Seal againſt the Qa- | 


kers ) but who they were, I have and ſhall ar 
prefent | 


=. 


| Concerning the Reſurreftion, &c. © 23 
; preſent conceal, defiring not to expoſe them, 
but to inform them, that ſo ſetting before them 
their Errors and Miſtakes, fome of them at leaſt, 
{may ſce and Repent them, wherein they have 
[ſpoken and done amils. 
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| CRAFT. I. 


Touching the ReſurreCtion of the Body of C brih, 
and of the Saints. 


"| A*® concerning the Reſurrection of the Body 
| of our blefſed Lord Jeſus, and alſo the 
- Bodies of Believers; this I have been born 
down in, that the Q#akers do not own. 

In anſwer to which, though I had ſomething 
| toReply in their behalf at that ſeaſon; yet 1 
muſt confeſs the reſpect I had to my Fricnd 
' \Who affirmed the ſame, made mea little incline 
'to that Perſwaſion of them: But now being 
better acquainted with their Principle, I mult 


necds add, thatthis report is an utter Falſhood;: 


for they do believe as'tis recorded in the Scrip- 
[tures,that Chriſt Jeſus who detcernded into the 


lower parts of theEarth;the ſame aſcended vp tar* 


above all Heavens, that he might fill all things, 


and fits now at the Right Hand cf God in his” 


je'orieus Body, and therefore (hall the low 
C 4 ck:tcs 


! 
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24 Conterning the Renrſreftion, &c 
: eftates and humbled Body! 

Epheſ.4+ 10.1 Pet. of believers be madelike} 

3.22. Philip 3.21. unto his glerious body,] 

1 Cor. 15- 53, 54+ through the working of his} 

mighty -Power, whereby! 
he is able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf; and: 
then ſhall this Corruptible put on an Incorrup. 
tion, and this Mortallity put on an Immortalli- 
ty, and Death it ſelf ſhall be (wallowed up of 

Vicory.Sohere likewiſe it may be noted,how ' 

their Adverſaries have been diſappointed 3 For 

firſt it was the deſign of ſome, to have made 

Sadnces of them, Hy giving our that they deny 

the Reſurrection; as it was ſaid of them, As: 

23. 8. For the Saaxces ſay, There i no Reſur- 

reftiay, neither Angel nor Spirit. - Thus ſome 

have ſought to ok theſe, as if at Death, 
they believed Souland Body were both to be an- 
| nihilated : but when this would not take, then 
they reported that the Boay only was that which 
the Quakers held ſhould never rife again. 

Here Reader thou mayſt ſee how they have: 
been ſlandered both wayes for they do believe 
the Reſurrection of the Juſt and of the Unjuſt,, 
the one to Salvation, and the other ta Con- | 
demnation, according to the Judgment of the | 
great Day, And then fhall every Seed have its. 
ows Boay, as ſaith the Scriptures, Aﬀs 24. 15. 
PFobn 5.29. 1 Cor. 15. 38. But becauſe they 
dare not beſo fooliſhly inquiſitive as to ask, nor 

ſq | 
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Concerning the Reſurreftion, ©, 25 
y' G6 arrogant in their Minds as to determine, with - 
x} what Bodies they ſhall riſe; therefore do ſome 
1 ſay, They deny the Reſurreftion of the Body of 
is Chrift, andofall that are-or foall be dead: But 
Y| this is moſt faiſly charged upon them; for they 
1d! do believe the Reſurrection of the Dead 3 for 
P- if the Dead riſe not, they are of all men moſt 
li- miſerable. What can be a Ballance of an 
of Equal Poiz with the Tryals, Exerciſes, : AMi- 
Ww' Ctions and Perſecutions, that aretheir Lot and 
Ir Portionin this Life, ſhort of an Eternal [nheri- 
le. tance anda CrownofGlery, that fadeth not a- 
y |. way. Therefore they alſo believe, that every 
is ' man ſhallberaiſed inhis own orderz Chriſt the 
7- Firſt Fruits, afterwards they that are Chrifts at 
Ie his coming; yea, they do believe that the Dead 
1, ſhall be raiſed incorreaptible, and that God 
n- giveth = Body as it pleafeth him, and to every 
n Secd his own Body; thereisa Natural Body, 
hb and a Spiritual; there are Bodies Terreſtrial, 

Bodies Cceleſtial wherein they agree with the 
'Ee; Teſtimony of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 15.23,4 3, 44- 
'e which 1 think js tufficient to give all ſober Inqui- 
t,, rersfull ſatisfaction herein : Forzas to my own 
1-| particular, I do freely confeſs it ſuffices me, 
e| that God will give uftto my Spirit ſuch a Body 
fs, as it pleaſes him. | 
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CHAP. EV- 
Concerning Original Sin, 


S to Original Sin, in which the Quakers 

are judged to be of ſo Dangerous an 

Opinion, without ſhewing to me what that 
Opinion was. 

T Anſwer : Though the word Original be 
not found in Scripture, yet if any mean hereby 
the inward Corruption and Sced of Sin, which 
Satan hath ſown in us, and wherewith we are 
defiled in our firſt and fallen Nature; I am ſure 
_ this will not be denyed by any true Qnaker: for 
they know and believe, that in the firſt Adam 
all are Sinners 3 but in the ſecond Agam, which 
Is the Lord from Heaven, we are made Righ- 
teous, for as in Adam all aje, even fe in Chriſt 
Jhall all be made alive, as tis, written 1 Cor. 
T5. 22. But though it be granted, that by one 

Man Sin entred into the World, and Death by 
Sinz and ſo Death paſſed upon all men, for that 
All have ſinned, even over them that had not 
fhnned after the ſimilitude of 4dam's Tranfſ- 
preſſion, who ts the figure of him that was to 
come, Rom. 5. 12, T4. Yet this doth not 
prove the Lord to be ſo partial in his Love 

towards 
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cowards his Creatures, as to choſe ſome, but 
leave the greateſt part of Mankind in the fallen 

| ſtate, withour affording them any Bencfit by 

| Chriſt, or a Meaſure of his Grace and Spirit; 

' for want of which, and being fo paſt by of God, 

! ( as ſome have aſſerted )they become. under a 

| neceſſity of ſinning and a neceſſity of dying : 

Oh, harſh DoErin! and ſo I muſt confeſs I 
| often thought it , whilſt I was induſtriouſly 
ſtriving to work my ſelf intoa Belief of it: but 
now from a certain experimental Knowledpe, 
and in full aſſurance ot Faith, can I teſtifie for 

God, He is no reſpeCter of Perſons, but in 

; every Nation he that feareth God and worketh 
Righteouſneſs is accepted of him : For though 
all have finned, and ceme ſhort of the Glory of 
God, wherefore he hath concluded all under 

' Sin ( tis ) that he might have Mercy upon all, 

not willing that any ſhould periſh in Sin, but 
chat all might come to Repentance : Moreover 

; than this, the Scriptures do abundantly ſpeak 

forth the extent and Benefit of Chriſts Death 

for all Mankind, upon condition of Faith and 
|Repentance joyned with new and continued 

; Obedience, which are the Goſpel Terms, on 

: which he is offered to them: For Chriſt Jeſus 

| rave himſelf a Ranſom for all; he taffed death for 

every Atan; ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, x Tim. 2. 5. _ 
| Hebr. 2.. 9. So that it is a certain truth, all that 


are or ſhall be ſaved, are cleed only in Chrift 
Jeſus, - 


E 


| & in | 
28S Concerning Original Sin. | 
Jeſus, that whoſoever believeth in him, toul _ 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. There 1s no! 
Pre exception, or abſolute Fore-appointment, 
as partially deſigned in relation to Perſons, but! 
upon Man's Diſobedience; Wherefore it ſhall 
not be ſaid, The Fathers have eaten ſour Grapes, 
and the Childrens Teeth are ſet on eage; but ht 
that eateth the ſour Grepes, hu Teeth ſhall be ſt P- 
on edge; for all Souls are the Lords; asthe Soul. g, 
of the Father, ſo alſo the Soul of the Son is his; x 
and he hath ſaid, the Sonl that firneth, it ſhall fo: 
die, Ezek. 18. 2, 4. Yet hath the Lord no, 
Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, but _ fel 
the Wicked turn from his 
Ezekiel 33. 11. wayand live: Wherefore! ,, 
he hath given the Belo- 
ved of his Soul out of his Boſom, tocome into 14, 
the World to faye men from their Sins, that, þ, 
they might be made accepted in him : There; þ, 
fore as by the Offence of one, Judgment came| hg 
upon all men to Condemnation ; even ſo by the| , 
Righteouſneſs of one, the free Gift came upon| 4 
unto Juſtification of Life ; read Rom. 5. 18, an 
which makes it cl:ar to re, the Lord will not} F, 
condemn any for Adam's Sin, who have not} gx 
idemerited his Wrath by Actual Tranſgreſſion.| jt 
| B 
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- | Concerning the Sacraments: 

) ; 
hy AS touching the Inftitution of the Sacraments 
[a ( ſo called ) by which is meant Water- 
) 


”: Baptiſm and the outward' Sxpper; here alſo is 
5 another great Charge brought in againſt the 
Qeakers, unto which I cannot but be very ten- 
der in the Anſwer; for I muſt confeſs, I my 
Tl felf did once think them very chargeablcein this 
M5 Matter. Now that Baptiſm, even the Out- 
It ward and Tipical Baptiſm was -an Ordinance 
lo- ( that is to fay, a T hing ordained bv cre 
to that hath power to Ordain )}as John Baprift 
at! had Command from God to Baptize this I'do 
IC believe and own: But then the Lord himſelf 
NE! hath - ordained a higher Baptiſm, whereby he 
he! ſaveth, which ſurely is not the outward ; No, 
on; that's not of Efficacy to obtain or effect ſuch 
8. an End” which is Salvation ( as I think, our 
Of! Enemies themſelves will grant, and then why 


of} are they ſoargry with us, that we donot own 
M.! it in their Outward Form? ) But che One 
| Baptiſm, neceſſary to Salvation, [ do believe, __ . - © 
is invaad and Spiritual, being that of the Holy 
Ghoſt, fore-told by 7obn the Bavriff, Mar 3:11. 

+ 
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T indeed Baptize you with Water, unto Repen- 
tance ( faith he ) but he that cometh after me 
Mightier than 1, whoſe Shoes 1 am not worthy 
to bear, he ſhall Baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt 


and with Fire, This is the Baptiſm which Chrift | 
commanded his Diſciples, that they ſhould | 


wait for, ( and therefore I call it an Ordinance, 
becauſe ordained by Chriſt ) as you may read 
As 1. 45. And being aſſembled together with 
them, he commanded them that they ſhould not de- 
part from Jeruſalem, bt wait for the prong: 
of the Father, which, ſaith he, ye have heard of 


' © me. for John traly Baptized with Water, but ye 


—_ 
= 


fhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt not many 
days henege. The ſame did Peter Witneſs, As 


II. 15, 16, Avd as 1 began to. ſpeak ( ſaith he ) 


the Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on 5 in the be- 


ginning then remembred I the words of the Lord, 
w he ſaid, John indzed baptized with Water, 
but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Gheſf. Now 
if any ſhall Oppoſe theſe Scriptures to prove 
outward and, Water Baptiſm now in force, 
Mat. 28. 19. Go teach all Nations, Baptizing 
them inthe Name of the Father,Fc. John. 3.5. 
Except a man be born of Water, and of the Spirit 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God: 1. Pet. 
3- 2b. The like Figure whereunto even Baptiſm 
aoth now ſave 18,90t the putting away the filth of the 


—Tiefp, but the anſwer of a 70d Conſcience towards 


Gods, by the Reſurretionof Fe(irs Chriſt from the 
dead. SOIMe- 
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Concerning the Sacraments. 31 
Something I ſhall write by way of Anſwer to 
them, theſe being the chief Texts that ever I 
heard brought to prove the ſame; As to the firſt, 
I fay, that muſt needs. mean the Baptiſm of 
which 1 am now ſpeaking, ( viz. ) Spirtitual 
Baptiſm 3. for Chriſts biding of them go,denotes 
their being impowred from him, to Baptize in, 
or rather to his own ang his Father's Name , 
which is the. true Spiritual Baptiſm ; beſides, 
hereis no Water made mention of, whence we 
may infer, the Apoſtles Miniſtry was: tobe the 
Laver in which they were to be baptized: See 
here their. Miſſion, Chriſt bids them go teach, 
Baptizing ; Baptizing 1s: in the Preſent Tence, 
whilſt they were Teaching 3 and asit was then, 
{o it is.now,, the Spiritual and Inward Baptiſm 
goes along with the preaching of tze Word of 
Life. To the ſecond Scripzure 1 anſwer, It 
our Opponents will haye that mean Material 
Water, may-not we then;as well conglude, that 
John Baprifl meant Chriſt would Bipcize them 
with Material fire? but if we underſtand the 
Power of the holy Ghoſt to burn up the Stubble 
C that naturally grows in us.) by the lacter, then 
muſt we alſo underſtand the ſame Power ro 
cleanſe us from our nacurcalFilth by the former: 
Buc I know it will be expected I ſhould prove 
this by Scripture, for which ſee Tit. 3- 5-Not 


by Works of Righteonſneſs which we have aone- 


( faith the Apoſtle ) but according to bes 097 


— 
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32 Concerning the Sacrament- 
he ſaved us by the Waſhing of Regeneration and 
Renewingof the Holy Ghoſt. Here 1s the Waſhing 
of Regeneration to parralle] being born again 
of Water, and ihe renewing of the holy Ghoſt, 
to anſwer beings born apain of the Spirit, 
for the Waſhing of Regeneration, or Renew in 

of the Holy Ghoſt;and being born again of Wag 
ter,or being born again of the Spirit, are Terms- 
Synonimous , or Expreſſions to the ſame put- 


poſe; all pointing at that one Baptiſm of the 


Spirit, ſo faithfully believed, afid experimentally 
witneſſed by the 2 #nakers, who are faid to deny 


Baptiſm to be an Ordinance: But how is it they 


deny it?let their Cauſe be examined,ot there can 
no true Judgment be given whether they ought 
tobe acquitted or condemned. Infanc Baptifm, 
or Sprinkling of Infants, this they do utterly 
deny,' as a thing by men impoſed, and never 
by God or Chriſt inftituted;neither is there any 


Scripture-Precept or Preſident for it : Indeed. 


. how ſhould there, ſince it was not taken 
Up nor invocated for above: 200 Years after 
Chrift dyed ; and then it was firſt brought in by 
_ _ one Fiarns a Roman-Pricſt 

Read Thomas in the Year 248. which 
Lawſon's Treatiſe was aſſented toby Cyprian, 
Conceruins Bap- Biſhop of Carthage, and 
ziſm, page 53, 55. frit preacht up by Augn- 
rt ftine; then decreed by the 
Melivitan Council; laft of all ratified and con- 


firmed . 
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firmed by- Pope Innocent the third, which was 
not done till the Year 402. Yet we grant the 
Baptiſm of thoſe that were adult or come to 
Age, and had Faith to Entitle themunto it ; 
this was the Baptiſm of John, who was a fore- 


- runner of Jeſus Chriſt; but this was not per- 


manent and continuing, but to paſs away, 
that Chriſt's might take place; for he aſt in- 
creaſe, but I muſt decreaſe, ſaith Fohn himſelf, 
John 3. 30. For Fohz's Baptiſm was but 2 
Figure of Chriſt's Baptiſme, bat that be ſhould 
be made manfeſs to lirael, therefore am I come 
Baptiz.ing with water, ſaith Joh», Chap. 1.31. 
However, where any now have believed it 


_ iimply their Duty to be baptized, as thinking 


it,cither for the Furtherance of the Goſpe],or 
Tryal of their Faith, the Qzakers are tender of 
judging them in that Caſe; but if they ſtick 
in the ihadow, and reject the higher Miriſtra- 
tion, they they are more Reproveable. But 
there 1s a ©hird Scripiure I am yet to ſpeak to, 
and that has reterence to Noah's Ark, which 
was a Figure( ti have heard {ome of your ſelves 
ſay) of our Ark Chriſt, The like figure where- 
unto ( {aith the Text) even Baptiſm doth now 
ſave «:(1t mult be a baptizing into Chriſt then) 
for the Apoltle faith, ' 77s not rhe putting away 
the fulth of the fleſi; to then 'tis not Water-Bap<- 
tiſm,for that can but purifie the outward man; 
that that is Extergal cannot cleanſe the Spirir 
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-—* that is Internal, and give theanſwer ofa good 
© Conſcience towards God.,as it followethin the 
next words ; wherefore, ſaith Beza, a Man 
(whoſe Memory ye pretend to honour ) The 
Baptiſm mhich anſwered to Neah's Ark, was not 
Material Water but the Power of Chrift within, 
which preſerves us cleanſed, and enavles us to call 
on Ged with 2 20048 Conſcicice: But then the laſt | 
clauſe of the Verſe ought to be conſidered, 
Which having Co-hcrence with the foregoing 
 words,ſaith, by the ReſurreSion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Lo here is the true Baptiſmindeed, the which 
I am now pleading for; and of which the Apo- 
{tle ipeaks, Col.2. 12. Buricd with him in Bup- 
iſm, wherein alſe ye are r1ſen with himthreugh the 
Fauth of the operation of God,who h.h raiſed him 
fromthe dead. Ard now Reader.,lince there 1s but 
One Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm, as ſaith 
the Apoſtle, Ephe/. 4. 5. whether this Baptiſm 
be the Sprinkling of Infants, or outward 
Waſhing of grown Perſons, or the inward 
Cleanſing by the holy Ghoſt, I'll leave the 
Witneſs of God in thy own Conſciexce to 
judge - and then to determine whether the 
Quakers are not greatly wronged in being 
. Charg'd with denying Baptiſm. 

Now I come to ſpeak concerning the Sacra- | 
— ment ( fo called) of the Lord's Supper : Inan- 
_ MWwer to which,in the firſt place, IT muſt needs 
ſay, Ifind not the Word Szcramert in all the 

Fees, Scripture 


Concerning the Sacraments, 3g. 4 
Scripture, but if by Sacrament,ye mean 2 Sign, "M 
then can it not be of neceſlity tocontinne long- 
er tnentil] the thing ſignified is come,& clear- 
ly diicover'd;ſo that granting it tobeaPractice 
enjoyned,it was tolaſt but its Day and Time, 
that was till Chriit, whois the Bread of God, 
{nat cometh down from Heaven (which Bread 
is his Fleſh, that he gave for the Life of the 
World )ſhoald come,according to his own In- 
tention; ſee Joh.6. 33, 35. Indeed the whole 
Chapter ſpeaks of Chriſt's being the true 
Bread, wherewith the Saints arenouriſhed; and 
that he would come again after his Departure;ſee 
his Promite to his Diſciples, John 14.. 18. 1 will 
zot lexve you comfortleſs,T ll come to y*u;& that he 
meant an inward coming, ſee Verſe. 20. of the 
lame Chapter, Ar that Day ye ſhall know that I 
am ti my father,and ye in Me, and 1 in You,laith 
Chriſt. And thereforeſaith the Apoſtle, 7 ſpeak. 
as to Wiſe men, juds ye what I ſay, the Cup of 
Bleſſing which we 514 75 it not the Communion of 
the Body of Chriſt, &c. for we being many are One 


Bread, and One Body; for we all are partakers of 


that One Bread, 1 Cor. 10. 15,16, I7. Ard 
indeed, I dobelieve that herein 1s the Com- 
munton of Saints ( namely ) in eating of the 
Fleſh, drinking of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 3. 
not Carnally, as the Fcws thought when 
they murmured at him, ſaying, How can this 
man give us his Fleſh to eat? Johns. 52. 

| __— But 
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' But ſpiritually, wherein conſiſts the true Bro- 
therhood and fellowſhip of that Church which 
zs in God, as with one another, ſo with the 
Father and the Son, by the holy Spirit, at the 
Spiritaal Table of the Lord. 

Now if any in proof of the outward Supper, 
ſhall produce that ſaying in Marthew 26.26,27, 
28. And as they were. eating Jeſus took, Bread, 
and bleſſed it and brake it, and gave to the 
Diſciples, and ſaid, take eat, this is my Body, and 
be took the Cup and gave Thanks, and gave itto 
them, «nd ſaid, Drink, ye all of it, for this1s my 
Bl ood of the New Teitamcnt, which is ſhed for 
many, for the Remiſſion of Sins. 

I Anſwer, That that Figuratively pointed 
tothe true Bread, I think is very clear.,ſo like- 
wiſe that the Winethere figured out that Spi- 
Titual Wine which was to come from him,will 
not be hard to make appear; For in the very 
next Verſe ſaith Chriſt, 1 will not drink of this 
Fruit of the Vine, untill that Day when I drink it 
mew with you in my Fathers Kingdom, And that 
he did not mean they ſhould ſtay for this 
Wine, till they came to Heaven (as ſome un- 
derſtand by theWord Kingdom)ſee what him- 
ſelf ſaith in Matrhew 16. 28. Luke 17. 20, 21. 
Verily I ſay unto you, there be ſome ftanding here 
that ſhall uct taſt of Death till they ſee the Son of 
man coming tn his Kingdom, Aed when he was 


aemanded of the Phariſees, when the Kinzdom of 
= God 
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God ſhould come? he anſwered them and ſaid; 
The Kingdom of God cometh not with Obſervati- 
on, neither ſhall they ſay, Lo here, or Lo therey 
for behold the Kingdom of God # within you. And 
that there this Wine was drunk by the Diſct- 
ples; fee As 2. from the firſt Verſe to the 
1 8th. When the Holy Ghoſt fell upon the Apo- 


Rles, how full of the new Wine of the King - 


dom they were, to the aſtoniſhment of Be- 
holders! and certainly this Wine of the Spirit, 
or Wine of the Kingdom ( which 1s all one ; 
for Chriſt's Kingdomis a Spiritual Kingdom) 
mult come from him; for he is the true Vine,as 
he calls himſelf, Fohz 15. i. So that the Text 
alledged,doth not at all prove outward and E= 
lementary Bread and Wine to be of uſe after 
Chritt's ſecond and Spiritual coming; for this 


he fulfilled before his Death, and the Holy 


Gholt was not given till after he was glo- 
rified, as you may read, Fohn 7. 39. 

But poſſible fome may object, /r was prattiſ- 
ed by the Church of Corinth after Chrift was in- 
waraly come, after the Holy Ghoſt was given ta 
them, as may be argued from 1 Cor. 1 1. 14, 25. 
Where the Apo$He repeating Chriſ/'s words in 
Matthew, adds, this do ye as oft as ye drink_it in 
remembrance of me, 

To whom I anſwer in the behalf of the 
people whom I haveundertaken to ſpeak for;if 
ahy break outward Bread,and dripk outward 
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Wine with a ſincere Intention,as believing it 
- their duty that they may the more be put in re- 
membrancs of the Body aud Blood of Chriſt, 
by the Remembrancer the Spirit of Truth, 
which is appointed by the Father to lead the 
Saints intoall Truth,they judge them not,but 
rather hope thatſuch will come further out of 
the ſhadow to the Subſtance:But todo it meer- 
ly by Imitationor Tradition.as moſt do, is not 
to offer a Sacrifice to God in Righteouſneſs; 


©... however, the outward Supper cannot be the 


Communion of the Body and Blood of Chriit, 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of in 1 Cor. 10. 15, 
and ſo on. This can be but a Sign, to put us in 
Remembrance thereof; and therefore, though 
it was commarded to, and Practifed by the 
Church of -Coriath, yet that 

Joh.13.14. Aft. doth not perp:tuate its con- 
15.28,26.F4m. tinuance: For ſo was waſhins 
$-14. one anothers Fect , abS$taininsg 
from things ſtrangled and Blood, ano;nting the Sick. 
with Oyl, laid upon the Saints of 91d, which 
ye your ſelves judge not necdful to be practii- 
ed now. But 1f any ſhall ſay; The Apoſtle 
relzxt ſome of the[e, þy, ſaying in 1 Cor. 10.25. 
Whatever 1s fold in the Sh.zmbles tht eat, as; 
ing no QueStion for Conſcience ſzhe. Then IC 
muſt be granted, that there 1s no neceſlity 
for the Continuance of the other;for the ſame 
Apoſtle ſaith, che Kingdom of God is not Alent 
Fed 
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and Drink, , but Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and 
Joy im the Holy Gho#. Rom. I 4-17. Let 19 
man therefore judge you in Meat or in Drinkgor in 
reſpect of a Hely Day, or of the New Moon or 
of the Scbbath Day, 1aith he ; wherefore if ye be 
dead with ChriSt Feſus, why, as thoughliving in 
the World, are ye ſubject to Or dinances? touch not, 
taſt not, handle 201, which all are to periſh with 
the nſimg, after the Commandments and DoQtrines 
of Men, Col. 2.16, 20, 21, 22. So here 
15as much {aid for the aboliſhing of this latter 
(as to any neceſſity) as can be alledged for the 
former ; therefore thoſe that can diſpence 
with the one, have finall reaſon to plead for 
theother: And yet I teſtifie, the Communion 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt the Quakers 
do own, as that which every one muſt come 
to know and witneſs, or they have no Life in 
them. 

Now I appeal to the Reader, How then can 
it be ſaid, that they deny the true 1nſ{titntion 
of the Lord's Sypper ? Yet am 1 Joata toleave 
tnething here, beii:g willing ro hope | write to 
ſome, who are Conſtientiou!! ly Scrupvlous In 
this Matter , Who('tis lixe)are re2dy to ſay,asT 
my ſelf{in Heart) have often iaid, viz. {os lay 
aſide this Adminiſtration, were at once ts CaSt off 
and count uſelels what fo many Martyrs,en the Ma- 
Tian dayecs, fo zealouſly contended for eJeure- 
ſiſted uito Blood in Striving to maintain : And 
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having this Opinion, I confeſs I was much 
ſwayed thereby.,as thinking it had been meerly 
for the outward Adminiſtration, that they 
ſyffered Martyrdom ; but having ſince more 
ſerioully conſidered theMatter, I can truly fay, 
] have received this from the Lord for Anſwer, 
VIZ. It was not to maintain thoſe outward Signs of 
Bread and Wine, but to bear Teſtimony against the 
falſhood and Foppery of Tranſubſtantiation, 
that the Wortnies of theſe dayes Stood ſo toutly 
against it, that they counted not their Lives 
dear unto themſelves, that they might finiſh the 
| Teftlimony they had received from the Diving Spi- 
rit ; which indeed Hiſtory 1sclear in(to them 
that read with Underſtanding ) For the Que- 
ſtion put to them was not, Why do you break. 
Breadand drink Wine,in your Sacrament , without 
Conſecration? But, What ſay you tot he Sacrament 
of the Altar,after the Bread and Wine is ccnſecra- 
red? us the Real Preſence of Chriſt there, I or no ? 
This was the Interrogatory they were to an- 
ſwer: and bravely indeed did T7:ndal, Philpor, 
and others, maintain their Negat!on to this 
_ Queſtion; which thoſethatareacquainted with 
Martyrology, cannot but havea Knowledge 
of : Therefore thelaying aſide thele outward 
Signs,tobe uſed by way of remembrance,when 
the Spirit 1t {elf 1s their Remembrarcer, This 
is not to put a flight upon the 5ufferings of 
thoſe Martyrs who then was breaking through 
| a 
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a Cloud of Apoſtacy and Error, the bright 
fide of which (bleſied be our God ) hath ſince 


. more fully appeared. 


To conclude this Point : If any ſhall be of- 
fended at what I have written to vindicate 
the laying aſide this outward Sign, where the 
thing fi ignified 1 is inwardly come; if they will 
dwell upon the Figure of the Death of Chriſt 
without , and care not to come to know and 
witneſs his Reſurrection and Life in them- 
ſelves, I'll leave them where they are; giving 
them to underſtand, I have not attempted a 
formal Conſultation of Error, but a Vindicati- 
on of the Truth. 


CHAP. VI. 
Touching Free-Wall. 


A {though I have heard ſay, That the Qua- 

kers arc Freewillers ; yet this doth not. 
prove them to be ſo, no more than Peoples 
1aying ſo, 1s proof that they deny the Scrip- 


- tures : But fince ſome arc {o willing to receive 


Reports againſt them, ſomthing I ſhall fay 
as tothis Par ticular in behalfofthem,and that 
is this; 1 hey are not of thoſe that flightly ſay, 
Alan may bs {wed if hewill; for they know 
right well, '{3s 08 of n; i that wileth or of 
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him that runneth, but in God that ſbeweth Mercy; 
for we are 'not able of our ſelves, as of our 
ſelves, ſo much as to think a good Thought, 
but all our ſufficiency is of God, who worketi 
in us both to will and to do of his own good 
Pleaſure: And therefore ſay we with the Apo- 
ſtle, Of hu own Will beget he us with the Word 
of Truth, that we ſhould be a kind of Firſt Fruits 
of his Creatures, James 1. 18. But fince there 
is a Willing Faculty placed in Man, and this 
Will being corrupted, is naturally froward, 
and averſe to any thing ſpiritually Good ; 
whereby man chooſeth that wherein the 
Lord delighteth not,and will not hearkento 
hisCounſel,nor turn at the Re- 
proofs of Inſtruction, which 
are the way of Life ; but obſlinately purſues 
the ſinful Deſires and Luſts cf the Fleſh, to 
his Soul's Ruin; and ſo his Deſtruction ts of 
himſelf, and God clear of his Blood, by the 


Prov. 9. 23. 


Free Tenders of his Grace, and ſtriving of , 


his ſpirit within him: If this be granted, then 
it will follow,if every Man be ſaved,this ſtub- 
born Will muſt be bowed ard ſubje&ted, and 
brought into Obedience to the Lord Jeſus; 
for 'tis the Willing and Obcdient, to whom 
the Promiſe is made, /-. 1. 19. So that Man 
muſt come to be freely willing to ſerve the 


Lord; and t9 take up the Croſs, and bear the , 


Yoak of his Son Jeſns Christ,- not only of Ne- 
; . Ceilty » 
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' ceſſity, But ofa ready Mind : And thus now, 

to have the Will ſanctified, and brought into 
the pure Obedience of him that ſarCtifethir, 
| (which 1s an effect of the free Grace of God) 
here comes the true Freedom of }:/! to be 
| known, even to be made free from Sin, being 
| delivered from the bonaage of Corruption into 
the Gloricss Liberty of the Children ef God.; 
| which agrees to that of the Apoſtle, Romans 
\ $8.21. And here, as the Truth maketh free, 
Man comes to be iree indeed, and to receive 
Ability to aticnd upon the Lord without TI1i- 
ſfirattion, ard to do his Will on Earth as it is done 


in Heaven,according tothat Prayer which our 


Bleſſed Saviour taught his Diſciples , as vve 
read in the ſixth Chapter of /arrhewyafter this 
manacr pray ye,(faith Chriſt) Our Father which 
£rt in Heaven, hallowed te 

thy Name, Thy Kingdom * Can they think, 
coze. Thy Will ve doneon that Chriſt would 
Earth as it is in Heaven, bid his, Diſciples 
&c. And yet, hovyv many pry for what he nc- 
are there that will pleed wer mcant ro grant ? 
for this Plat-form of This were to render 
Prayer, who never ex- kim, whois Irmbit 
pert to receive an An- fclf an Impoſter, and 
iwer!? *For ſay they, The to tux the Uefſed Son 
Will of Godcannct ve done cf God with De- 
perf Hy here. | grant, cit. Oh Forritle! 
| where the Kingcome of 


God 
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God 1s not come, there his Will can never } 


perfe&tly be done; but where the Kingdom 
_ of God is known and witneſled to be within ; 


that gives power and Ability, and makes wil- | 


ling to yield Obedience unto his Requirings of 


us ; ſo that hereevery one. according to their | 
ſeveral Meaſures, may pertectly perform the 


Will of their Heavenly Father : Yet is here a 
vaſt difference between the Natural Freedom 


of Man's Will, which ſome plead for : and the 


Gracious Freedom thereof maintained by the 
Quakers ; for that is quite another thing to 
what hath beenſlanderouſly reported of them. 


—— 


CHAP. VII. 
Concerning Inherent Righteou| neſs. 


AS touching Inherent Rinhtconſne ſs 3 ( as a 
* *Righteouſneſs of Self is intended )a thing 
wherein this People have been falily as well as 
foully aſperſed, it having been given out con- 
cerning them,v:zz That hereby they expect to 
merit Heaven. Now ſeeing the Truth ſtruck 
at with ſucna Soul-murdering Weapon as this, 
makes me(like Creſ#s his durab Son.) to ſpeak: 
What ! can their Adverſaries wrongfully re- 


proach them with gothing leſs then laying *' 
walte 


1& Women, & afterwards rewards his owniGrace in 


© — * 
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} waſte the very foundation of the Chriſtian 


Faith?*which ſtands in ſubmitting to the righte- 
ouſneſs of JeſusChriſt & not in eſtabliſhing any 


Righteouſneſs of our own, as inherent in us and 


of our ſelves. But be it known to the World, 
though it hath been reported that the Quakers 


| hold this dangerous Tenet , yet the Report 


will not hold true,when it comes to be examin- 
ed : For although I haue heard others often 


.| charge it upon them ; yet I neyer could find the 


perſon that durſt ſay this was their own Con- 
teſſion, viz. That upon the account of Inhe- 
rent, or Self-Righteouſneſs, they expect Sal- 
vation ; (but if we will take the Confeſſions of 
thoſe that are ſo forward to make Confeſlions 
for others, we may then believe the Quakers 
areas bad as they are pleaſed to render them 


.to us:but we muſt not take things upontruſt, 


but hear both parties,if we will be ingenious.) 
no Reader, they have no ſuch expeCtation; far 
are ſuch thoughts from them?For though they 


 doreckon a man mult be made inwardly Righ- 


teous by the power of Chriſt, that 1s meet for 
the Kingdom of Heaven; I think this amounts 
to no more then what I 

have heard aſſerted by a * Namely Loaves, 
Teacher of your own, * anlndependant Prea- 


| (viz. )That Godfreely be- cher. 


ftows his Grace upon Men 


his 


4.6 Concerning Taberent RighteoBſneſs. ; 
his own Children which words plainlyimply,the | 
Grace of God to be free to all, and to be ten- ] 
dered within, which whoſoaccepts thercof to 
be led by the ſame, do thereby receive the |, 
Spirit of Adoption, and ſo come to ob: ain the 
reward of Childrer, which is a part 1n their 
Fathers Kingdom;and this indeed is according |. 
to the Quakers Principle; for they know right 
well Gods Grace is Univerſal,a proffer whereof 
he maketh unto all, by which they might be 
made a Righteous People, and in it come to 
enjoy Salvation : Therefore they believe that 
inward rightcouſneisis wrought by vertue of 
the Grace of God, and 1s a neceſſary qualihca- 
tion to fit man for Glory, which makes them | 
chooſe withthe Apoſtle, rather then talk of the 
Righteou neſs of Faith, to ſew forth their Faith 
by their Works; yet do they not expect to be 
ſaved, neither for their Faith alone, nor by 
their Works:but by Chriſt who worketh true | 
Faith. For'tis not Works of Righteouſneſs as 
done by them, nor only 2s Inherent in them, 
by which they expect to be acceptcd of God 
and juſtified before him, but by and through 
Chrilt jeſus, the Author and Worker of thoſe 
acts in them and for them, whereby they know 
that they are in him, and he in th:mzand they | 
hold kim as their Head, into whom all things | 
'are gathered together in cne, even in him. How 
Comos it aber ten ( It may beasked ) that this | 
rep-rt 


* 


\ 
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| report has ſpread ſo far concerning them? Why 


truly Reader, 1 I may give in my Anſwer, it 
muſt be this, He whowas an Enemy to all Rrgh- 
teonſneſs, evcr ſince the beginning, ſeeing rhe 
Faithful among this People, not only Nominally, 
but really Rizhteons,throughout theirC onver [ation, 
he hath becn ſo inraged ag.n8t them, that he hath 
not ſpared any pains to put oa ris I nftruments to Re- 
proach and Vilifie them : T herefore have they 
been masked with the moſt affrighting Viz- 
ards of Self-Righteouſneſs and Self-Sufficiency 
to bring about their own Salvation, that if 
poſſible, he might fright People from hawing any 
conv'rſe amonost them; but notwithitanding the 
Wrath of the Adverſary, their Innocency will ap- 
pear with its o;en Face ;, for the time is now a 
haſtning , wherein it will beſeen who are but 
Nominally,and whoarereally Righteous. Bear 
with me my Friends, to whom I dedicate thislittle = 
Trait: For though I rank'd this point among ft the 
Scruples of the Moderate, having heard ſome, 
whom I eſteem ſuch, lay this Principle to the 
Quakers charge ; but now being better ac- 
quainted with them, 7 fi:d they have wrongfully 
charged it upon them, and therefore I can donoleſs 


but uſe ſome ſharpneſs of Speech to refate the falſ- 


neſs of this Opinion, that through a miſtaken 
Zeal ( Iam apt to think ) ſome have taken up 


againſt them : Well may I fay Miſtaken, for 


would 


- werethe Qzakzrs rightly underſtood, People 


48 » Concerning a Poſlibilit'y & 


would find that they have as low Thoughts of 


any Human Righteouſneſs, as thoſe that dai- 
ly confeſs all their Righteouſneſs to be but as 
fhlthy Rags. 


— 


CGHAP:.: V-HT: 


Concerning a Poſſibility of a Total Fall from 
True Grace. 


HIS Doctrine being held by the Quakers, 


. It hath been branded with the Approbri- - 


ous Term of Heterodox ; which iffo, I know 
not how the Apoſtles-Do&rine can be account- 
ed Orthodox ; and yet I know the General Opi- 
nion of many Profeſlors is, once i2 Grace, and 
ever in Grace (or, Once in Chriſt, and ever in 
Crit) But it is not Univerſality, if they had 
it,that can givea certainty; if this would have 
ſuficed our Anceſtors needed not to have divi- 
ded from her who {tiled her ſelf the Univerſal 
Church: Therefore, as we are not to follow 4a 
multitude to do Wickedly ; ſo neither are we to 
receive an Opinion tor Truth, becauſe it is {6 
received by many. Here 1'll digreſs no further, 
but proceed to ſhew the Apoſtles Judgments in 
this matter: Paul ſpeaking of the Fews (whom 
he calls the Natural Branches of the true 
Olive ) how that they were broken off ; that tho 

R | Gentiles 
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tiles ( whom he compares to branches of a wild 


} Olive) they might be grafted in, ſaith the Apo- 


ſtle, to them: Well, becauſe of Unbelief they 
were broken off, and thou flandft by Faith; be 
not High-minded but fear ; for if God ſpared not 
the natural Branches, takt heed alſo, leſt he 
ſpare not thee. Behold therefore ( ſaith he) 


| the gooaneſs and ſeverity of God towards them that 


felt ſeverity; but towards the goodnt(s, if thou 
continue 14 his goodneſs, otherwiſe thou ſhalt becut 
off, Rom. 11. 20, 21, 22. And the Authorin 
his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, having ſpoken of 
Iſrael of Old, to whom God ſware in his 
Wrath, That they ſhould not enter into hit Reſt ; 
he Cautionsthem, ſaying, Take heed, leſt there 
be in any of you an Evil Heart of UOnbetief in de- 
parting from the living Goa, Heb.”'3. 12. And 
in Chap. 4. he exhorts both themand himſelt, 
ſ:ying, Let us labour therefore to enter into that 


Reft, leſt any man fall after the ſame Example of 


Unbelief. And in Chap. 6. Vetf. 4, 5, 6. He 
ſhews them the danger of falling, for ſaith he, 
'T1s impoſſible for thoſe who were once enlightyed 
and have taſted of the heavenly Gift, and were 
made partabers of the Holy Ghoſt, and havetaſtea 
of the word of God, and the Powers of the World 
jo rome, if they ſhall fall away, to renew them 
rain nato Repentance ſeeing they Crucifie to 


themſelve? the Son of God afreſh, and, put him to 
1#n0p:4 Shame. Andin Chap. 12, Verſ. 15,he* 
6 E ___ wiſhes- 


» 


5 


from ) the Grace of God, leſt any Root of bitter- 
neſs ſpringing up ſhould trouble them, and thereby 
many be defiled. Nor was this his Suſpition con- 
cerning others only, but his Suppoſition of him- 
ſelf; For 1 keep under my Body, and bring it 1mo 
 Subjeftion, faith he, left-rhat by any means, when 
Thave preached to others, I myſelf ſhould become 
4a caſ# away, 1 Corg., 27. And in his Epiſtle to 
Timothy he ſpeaks poſitively, The Time will 

come when they Will not endure ſound Doftrine, 
But after their own luſts ſoall heap unto themſelves 
Teachers, having itching Ears; and they ſhall 

1971 ana).their Ears fromthe Truth, and foal 

be turned unto Fables, 2 Tim. 4. 3+ "Tis like- 

Wiſe {aid of Hymenerns and Philetms, that con- 
cerning the Truth they have Erred, 2 Tim, 2. 17. 
And this I have heard pub- 

* Dr. Amneſley. lickly afſerted,by one Emi- 

| nent in your own Efteem 

.* (viz. ) That there could be no Heretichs if ſome 
did mot Apoſtize from the true Faith. Which 

he infer'd from Pay/'s Advice to T itwe, Ghap 

3. Verf. 10, 11. where he bids A Man that ii 


an Heritick after the firff and ſecond admonition,| 


Rejett; knowing that he that is ſuch is ſubvertel 
aud ſinneth, being condemned of himſelf. And 
this was the Expoſition which he gave upon the 


Text ( viz.) A Heretich i one that maintgini| 


an Error, contrary tothe Light of his ownConſct 
| ene, 
- | 
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exce, pertenatiouſly perfiſting in it , notwithſtand* 
ing Rproof Ra without doubt the Text was 
truly expoſited,' may we underſtand him to in- 
tend the Light of Chrift Jeſus in the Conſci- 
ence; ( for *tis Chrift the true Light, who 
lighteth every Man's Conſcieace, and that is 
the Light of Conſcience )) which if we may be- 
lieve, he had regard unto; then it will follow 
from-the fore-going words', Firf, That it is 
poſſible for People to turn from the true Grace 


- of God, by ſinning againſt che Light, which he 
| hath placed in their Conſciences : Secondly, 


That thoſe are Nick-named( or  Miſ-called 
who are called Hereticks, for acting according 
to the Dictates of their enlightned Conſciences 
(or, which is more clear, to ſay: For being 
guided by the Light of Chrift in their Conſct- 
ences : ) Thirdly, it follows, that. *tis utterly 
impoſſible to provea man an Heretick, unleſs 
ne be guilty of Hcreſie, and condemned in him- 
{cif by the Light of Chriſt placed in his own 
Conſcience to ſhew him what is Error, and 
what is Truth. Thus muchthe words import 3 
but it may be, ſome will refuſe to confeſs to the 


- Import of them, for tear of being counted 
Qwakers herein: Howbeit, the Spirit ſpeaks 


exprefly, That in the Latter Dayes ſeme ſhall de: 
part from the Faith, &c. 1 Tim. 4. 1. And ſuch 
wha have fo done, we know that inward Con- 
demnation doth attend them, according as the 
60 E 2 Apoſtle 
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Apoftle Peter and 7ade ſpake of ſome in theit 


Day, as had forſaken the Righteous Way, and 
were gone aſtray following the Way of Balaam, 
the Son of Bofot, who loved the Wages of Un- 
righteouſneſs: Theſe ſaith Jade, are Wells with- 
ont Vater, Clouds carried about with a Tempeſt, 
to whomthe 7ſt of darkneſs ts reſerved for ever, 
for when they ſpeak great ſwelling words of Vanity 
they alure through the Luſts of the Fleſs, through 
much Wantonne(s, thoſe that were clean eſcaped 
frem them who live in Error : For if after they 
have eſcaped the common Polations of the World, 
through the Knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 
Teſm Chrift, they are again entangled therein and 
overcome, the latter End u worſe with them than 
the Beginning ; for it had been better for them not 
ro have known the Way of Righteonſneſs, then 
after they have known it, to turn from the holy 
Commandment delivered wnto them ; but it is 
happened 10 them, according to the true Proverb, 
The Dog ts turned to his Vomit again, and the 
Sow that was waſhed to her wallowing in the 
Aire, 2 Pet. 2.15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22. And 
hence in Chap. 3. Verſ. 17. of this Epiſtle, 
the Apoſtle gives Caution to whom he wrote, 
ſaying, Ye therefore beloved, ſeeing ye know theſe 
Things, beware left je alſo being led away with 
- the Error of the Withed, fall from your own fted- 
faftneſs. For *tis threatned by the Lord, That 


when the Righteons man turneth away from bu 


Righte- 


- 
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Righteouſneſs, and commits Tniquities, and ajeth | 
in them | Mark, here is included a Toral © 
Fall ] for his Iniquity that he hath done he ſhall © 
Dye, Ezek. 18. 26. and 33. 13. Wherefore 
we are exhorted to continue in the Grace of 
God,and to keep our ſelves inthe Love of God, 

becauſe of the danger that there is of 
falling from this Grace ; for 't# thoſe that en- 

dure to the End that ſhall be ſaved; theſe are 
Chriſts own words in Mat.16. 26. ark 24. 23. 

*F25t0 thoſe that are faithful unto Death,ro whans 
is promiſed a Crown of Life, Rev. 2. 20. Such as 
are implanted into Chriſt, and abide in him, they 
ſhall inherit the Kingdom. For if a man abide - © 
not in me, faith Chriſt, he i caſt forth as a 
Branch, and x withered, John 15. 6. 'And in 


Verſ. 10. He tells them, If ye hee my Com- 


mandments, ye ſhall abide in my Love, even as 
I have kept my Fathers Commanament s wid abide 
in his Love. Thereby ſignifying, that if we 
keep not his Commandments, neither ſhall we 
abide in his Love; ſo then if we*abide net ip 
that which keeps us- in the Love of God, we' 
cannot abide in God , for God 7; Eve, 
1 John 4. 16. 


See Reader, here is a whole Cloud of Wit- 


_ nefles bearing Teſtimony, bat *tis Poſſible, if 


there be not a diligent watching, jor People to 
fe of (or rather fall from that meaſure of the 
true Grace of God, which was once given to 

E 3 them. 
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them. Therefore what the Quakers hold in 
this point is no New Doctrine: For.if this 
could not pofſibly be, how could any do: de- 
ſpight unto the Spirit of Grace, or Reſiſt the 
holy Ghoſt ? Yet do this People believe, A 
Chriſtian may come to ſuch a growth, and 
ſtanding in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
from whichhe cannot fall away, according to 
that Promiſe in Rev. 3.-12. Him that overcom- 
eth will I make a Pillar in the Temple of my God, 
and he forall go no more out, and 1 will write upon 
him the Name of my God," and the Name of the 
City of my God, which i New. Jeruſalem which 
cometh down from Heaven, from my God, and will 
write upon him my New Name. And they alſo 
believe, That ſuch a one may come to be aſſu- 
red, that. he is in ſuch-a ſtate, even as the 
Apoltle was, who ſaid, for 1 am perſwaded that 
neither Death nor Life, ner Angels, nor Princi- 
palities nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nar 
Things :0. come, nar Heighth nor Depth, nor- any 
other Creature ſhall. be able to (eparate us from 
the Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord, Rom. 8. 38, 39. ' 


| 


| 
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CHAP. IX. 


Concerning Perfection. 


d \ Hich DoCtrme, though it be firmly 
founded in Scripture, yet it is reject- 
ed and fet at naught, becaule *ris believed by 
the Quakers; notwithſtanding which they free- 
ly confeſs, that a perfe&t Principe they plead 
for, and preſs theneceſſity and benefit of man's 
believing and conformity to it: Therefore ] ask 


, their Adverſaries, Is it any Crime to be Pcr- 


fect? To which if they ſhall anſwer, ( as'in 
effect they have ſaid ) This zs to be accounted 
Vile. To ſach my Reply is, I hope that the Lord 
will enable his People to become, & be counted 
more vile: For to this Abraham was commanded 
by God under the Old Teſtament,as *tis written, - 
Gen. 17. 1. The Lord appeared unto Abraham 
ſaying, 1 am the Almighty Goa, walk before me, 
and be thu perfet. "And to this we are com- 
manded by Chrift under the New,whoſc words 
are thus Recotded, 'at. 5: 48. Bee there- 
fore Perfebl, as'your Eather which us 1n-Heaven is 
Perfeft. Nor is it only commanded, but alfo 
promiſed ; ſee Rom. 6. 14. For Sin ſhall ct 
bave Dominion over you. And in 22, 23 verſes, 
there-we find it experienced 3 for the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks. of ſuchas were mage free from Sin, and 

E 4 become 
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become Servants to God, and had their frait unto 
Holineſs, and the end everlaſting Life : For 
the Wages of Sin ts Death, but the Gift of God 
5 Eternal Life through Feſus Chriſt our Lora. 
And in Rom. 8. 2, there Paul ſpeaks his own 


experience, For the Law of the Spirit of Life - 


in Chrift Jeſus, hath made me free from the Law 
of Sin aud Death, faith he. And therefore he 


exhorts the Corinthians, Having theſe Promiſes - 


dearly beloved, let xs cleanſe our ſelves from all 
filthineſs of Fleſh ana Spirit, perfetting. Holineſs 
zn the fear of Goa, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Andin I Cor. 
2. 6. "Tis ſaid, the Apoſtle ſpake, Wiſdom a- 


mong them that were Perfect: and in 2 Cor. 
I2. 9. the Apoſtle wiſhes their Perfection : 


and thus he concludes his Epiſtle to them in the 
TIth. verſe of the ſame Chapter, finally Bre- 
thren, farewel, be Perfeft, &c. And this was 


it the Apoſtle James deſired, (wiz. )that thoſe ' 
to whom he wrote might be perfect and intire, - 


lacking nothing, 7Zames 1. 4. For.it wasthe 
end of the Apoſtles Miniſtry, that they might 
-preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus, la- 

bouring fervently in Pray- 
1 Col, 1, 28, er for them, that they 

might ſtand perfect 
and. compleat in all the will of God: And 
in behalf of the Theſſalonians, Paul pray- 
eth, That the very God of Peace would (ani- 
fie them wholly, that their whole Spirit, Soul and 
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Body might be po 


blameleſs unto the comi 


onr Lord Feſus Chriſt 


*7 


 Theſ 5-:23- And we ad 


the Apoſtle Peter making 


| 


the ſame Supplication , 

even. that the God of all 
Grace would make 
them perfett, 1 Pet. 5. 10. 


This beings the very end for - 


which . -God appointed 
Teachers in bis Church, as 
tis written, Epheſ. 4. 11, 
I2, 13. He gave ſome A- 
poſtles and ſome Prophets, 
and ſome Evangeliſts, and 


ſome Paſtors and Teach-. 


ers , 


for the perfefiing 


of the Saints, for the work 
| of the Miniffry, for the eai- 


ſing of the Bag) of Chriſt, 


till we all, come 1n the Uni- 
ty of the Faith, and of the 


knowledge of the Son 'of God, 
wnto a perfet man, unto the 
meaſare of the ſtature of the 
fulneſs of Chrift. Yea, this 
leems to be the end of 
Chriſts giving himſelf for 
his Church, that he 


tion; 
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* Upon which 


Text 1 heart 


Preacher of your 
ow" thus paraphraſes 
Tine words, ſaith 
he, lignifie a.com- 
pleatneſs in_ the 
tubject, that no- 
thing be wanting: 

For co be negative- 
ly blameleſs, is to 
be without Crime, 
to be without Of- 
tencc,tobe without 
Fault; but ro be 
poſitively blame- 
leſs,is to bein ſome 
meaſure Innocent; 
*tis to be like Adam 
in his pure Crea- 
*tis to. make 
Chriſt our Pattern. 
Now whether this 
doth mot mount 
ro Perfettion I'f- 
leave the Reader ts 


Jaage. 


age ſanctihe and 


cleanſe 


i , a, w 


3.2 Concernmy Perfection: 
cleanſe it, that he might preſent it to himſelf 


a glorious Church,not having Spot or Wriakle, { 


or any ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be Holy 


and without Blame; ſee Epheſ. 5. 26, 27. 


Therefore thoſe that deny Perfection tobe at- 
tainable by the Lords People, d in effectdeny 


Chriſt the. one Offering: For by one Offering | 


he hath perfected for ever them that are Sanct:- 
fied, as faith the Apoſtle, Heb. 10. 14. 
Wherefore ſaith Zobs, hefo i born of God doth 
wot commit Sin, for his Seed remaineth in him, 
and be camot Sin becauſe he 1 bornof God, 1 John 
3- 9+ Theſe and many more Scriptures which I 
might have quoted, do abundantly ſpeak forth 
a Man of God, or truly a godly man, to be 
| Perfect or compleat in-Chrift : Therefore Pey- 
feFion muſt needs be attainable even in this Life; 


and to. ſhew that itis not altogether unfeaſible | 


' tobe attained, I ſhall bring in Inftances of fome 
which have attained it: Noah was a 7uft mar 
and Perfef# in his Generation, Gen. 6. g. Job 
was a Perfei# and an- Upright Man, one that 
feared God avudeſchewed Evil, Job 1. 8. Natha- 
niel was an 1ſraelite indeed, In whom was nogmie, 
John 1. 47. Zacharias and Elizabeth were both 


Righteous before God , walking 11 all the Com- 


wandments aud Ordinances of the* Lord blameleſs, 


Luke I. 5 6. Indeed, this is the one thing neea-. 


ful; for roms 0g nothing, and Uncirenmſs” 
£108 3s n0t hing 9 ont keepi 4 the CMnpmanadments 


of 
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bf God, 1 Cor. 7. 19. Thus « that that 
[hath the Bleſſing and gives right to partake thereof, 
Vo tw written, Flſed are they that do his Conp- 
wandments, that they may have right to the Tree 
Life , and may enter in through the Gates 
wto the City, Revelation 22. 14. And this is 

e Pertection the Quakers plead for , wiz, 
\That people may conform unto, and come to 
be guided by that perfeft Principle of God, 
xaced not only in their Confciences, but in 


tield obedience to, they will be enabled to. 


qiep the Commandments of the Lord, and. ſo 
come to witneſs m themſclves the fulfillj 

of his Determination, which is,To finiſh Tranf- 
rrefſion, and to make an End of Sin, and to. 
ring in ereraſtiog Righteouſneſs, as was [cen 
n Davies Vifion, Chap. 9g, Veil. 24» | 
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CHAP. X. 


Concerning Infallibility. 


| P Ne Charge more I have heard brought in; 
Hr againſt the Quakers, and that'is, They 

ws. Infallibility, and this ( ſay fome ) there 5s 

Ie own bat the Papiſts and them; therefore we: 


raw wot how to diſtinguiſh them. 
—_ 


( 


1 An- 


the Conſciences of all men 3 which as they- 
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* It is not at pre- 
ſent laid upon me 


ro diſcover all the 


Errors of Popery, 
therefore I ſhall (ay 
2 more, then what is 
pertinent to my pre- 
ſent Matter: But 
that the Papiſts are 
far from Infalli- 
viley (notwithſtaud- 
ins they pretend high- 
fy Ms ) heir 
| difference in Do- 
Frines ( to which 
Bellarmine him{el!f 
hath confeft with the 
Diſagreement of 
their Popes ( one 
pulling down what 
another had ſet up ) 

and the Diſſention of 
their Councils (par- 

ticularly about the 

Popes Supremacy, 

their Prieſts Marri- 

apes, and Worſhip- 
ping--of Images ; 


whgrem wie S!ace 
». y 
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} 


T1 Anfwer : * Becauſe 
the Papiſts ſay, Their 


Charch is infallible,(which] 


ye your ſelves affirm to be 
no true Church ſo not the 
Spouſe of Chriſt, but the 
Mother of Harlots, and 
all Abominations of the 
Earth ) and becauſe the 
Papifts ſay, Their Conncils 


are Infallible,( whom we 
know do miſerably thwart 
and contradict. one ano-4 
ther ) and becauſe they| 
ſay, The 7udgments of the 
Pope that*s Infallible (tho 
heſpeaknever ſo much be- 
ſides the Matter ) And 
now, becauſe the Qu- 
kers fay, The Spirit of the | 
Lord, that is infallible} 


( which teaches to deny | 


all Ungodlineſs and; 
Worldly Luſts, and isal- 
wayes at Unity with its 

bleſſed ſelf, and 4s the. 
Chriſtians Oracle for Ads 
vice in all Concerns ) will 
there admit of no diſtinCt-' 
on between ay 
+." "oj 
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ly they want Reaſon. as hath decreed what 
well as faith, whocan awther hath diſſan- 


not judge how theſe may »ulled ) their own 
be diſtinguiſhed: They Writings witneſs a- 


place Jfallibility in Per- gainſtthem;, which 


he} ſos, wein the Holy Spirit thoſe that have read 
and its Teaching s. any thing of Papal 

| Story, cannot but 

have a Knowledge of. 


But further to clear the Matter, and wipe 
off this Scandal, of the Qnakers being counted 


| Concealed Papiſts(1 think ) Georg® Whitehead 


and William Penny, their Declarations before 
the Parliament, at their Seſſions, held in the 
firſt Moneth, Anno 1678. together with the 


Teſt ( containing ſeveral Articles, ſhewing the 


DoCctrinal Differences between the © wakers 
and the Roman Catholicks ( which was fubſcri= 
bed to by ſeveral Hancs of ſuch as are well 
known in this City, and then given in toa Com- 
mittee of Parliament, requiring the ſame 3 . and 
the Caſe was afterwards moved in the Houſe : 


ſo that, as I ſaid before, ( I think ) ſure the 


Knowledge of this publick Diſcrimination, may 
very well ſerve any that are but willing. tobe 
undeceived, both to rcaifie their Miſtakes 


concerning the People called Qzakers, and to 


ive them ſatisfaction: For 1 muſt confeſs, it 


went far with me, in my own ſerious Thoughts 
about them, although then 1 was far from. 


them 


IE... G 
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' them, yet Icovld not but conclude, there was 
a Hand of Providence had wrought wonderfully Y 
for them, in giving them an Qpportunity of 
clearing both themſelves and their Principle of Þ _ 
that unjuſt Cenſure, which had ſo long lain I 
upon them. | 
| Bnt to conclude this Point : Though I have Þ. 
. heard it ſaid, The Quakers hold themſelves In | 

fallible; Iſeenow it 15 not ſo: they hold not || 

' themſelves Infallible , as they are Men; but | 
only as they are guided by the infallible Spirit, ! 
namely, tft Spirit of the Lord, a meaſure of ' 
which he hath placed in all men, and this ne- | 
ver failed any, who were led by the ſame: yet 
whatever can be faid to evince the Truth of the 
Quakers Principle, whereby the Innocent may 
. be vindicated ; *tis no wonder to have their | 
Sayings wrong reported, and their Sence quite 
perverted. 

And now my former acquaintance, to whom 
] preſent this ſmall Treati(ez will you yield your 
fclves miſtaken in the Reports you have recetv- 
ed ? I freely acknowledge to you, for my part 
I am willing ſc to do, and that with Shame ta- ' 
ken to my ſelf herein, my Lot having been caſt 
ſo neat this Land of Goſhen, that it may well | 
be wondred at, why. I did not diſcern my 'F 
Miſtakes long ere this time: Now thoughit | 
cannot be fo ſaid of you, that che Light has 


ſhone fo clear about you, yer know this every 
d.,. ONE 
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one of you, -the Light hath ſhined in you, and 
that ( am ſure ) as it is heeded, will make ma- 
nifeſt to you, how falſly the People called 
Quakers have been accuſed: They have been 
looked upon ( like the Apoſtles in days paſt ) 
as Setters forth of firange Gods; they have been 
counted as unkxown, & yet well known;they have 
been reckoned as Deceivers, & yet erne:for Truth 
don't uſe to ſuffer under its own Name; but 
when men can faſten the name of Herefie upon 
its Principle, then they think they have Pretence- 
enough to puniſh its Proſelytes; and ſoitis 
with theſe, as it was with the Chriſtians of old; 
their Adyerſaries put Bear-Skins upon them, 
and then ſet Dogs to bait them. There were 
ſuch, *tis known, that were counted che Filth 
of the World, andas tie Off-ſcouring of all 

things, who wandred about in Sheep-skins and 
Goat-skins, being deſtitute, afflicted, torment- 
ed, of whom the World was not worthy : And 
what if I ſhall ſay, fach there are now? yet 
are they Slighted, Contemned, Derided, Re- 
proached, Reviled, Defamed, Slandered, Tra- 
duced, Malign'd, Vilified and ſet at nonght, 
as it the worft term that could be given them, 
were even good enough: One while, they are 
branded for I/iterate Novices ; another while, - 


_ counred ſo profoundly Learned, that they muft 


needs be eſnits: chovgh that Order can boaft ' 
of Antiquity, whilſt theſe are looked upon as 
| a 
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a Novelty ; yet are they found in the ſame an: 


cient Faith with Righteous Abel in the begin- 
ning: But *tis no new thing for Truth to be 


called an Vpſtart, and then proſecuted under 


the Name of Nowill:ſmm. | 

Thus, having ſhewn in ſeveral Particulars 
how groſly people have abuſed the Principle of 
Qwrakers, 1 ſhould nextly come to ſpeak con- 
cerning their PraQtices, to ſec if they find any 
more Favour; but remembring- my Promiſe 
was, not only to rectifie Peoples Miſtakes con- 
cerning, but to inform them in the Principle of 
True Religion ( for the Principle of Truth is 
but One ) I ſhall therefore; according to the 
Maniteſtation of rhe Spirit given unto me, en- 
 deavour to fignifie, What this Principle is 
From whom it comes, and Whevrerto it leads. 
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Concerning the 


Principle of Truth. 


What it is, Fron1 Whom it comes, ind * 
Whereto it leads. 


S.1, FT is a Principle of Divine Light and 


Life, of Chriſt Jeſus, placed in the 
Conſcience, which opens rhe Underſtanding, 
enlighrens the Eye of the Mind, diſcovers Sin 
ro the Soul, reproves forit, and makes it ap- 
pear <xceeding finful; quickens ſuch as excepr 
and bclieve init, though they were dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, makes thein alive to God, 
and bringeth up into Conformity to the Image 
ot his Son Chrift Jeſus, thar he may be the 
Firſt-born among nzany Brethren, 2 

Thar this Defcription accords with Apyſto= 
ical DoCtrine, ſee Epheſ. 5- 13. All things that 
are reproved, are made manifeſt by the Light ; 
for Whatſoever doth make manifeſt, is Light, 
Therefore faith Chriſt, John 3. 20, 21." 
Every ae that d:t9 Evil, hateth the Light ;, 
reitrer cometh; ton the Liehr, leſt has Deeds ſhould 

OS, be 
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be reproved: But he that doth Truth, cometh to 
the Light that his Deeds may be made manifeſt that 
they are wroughtin God. Epheſ. 2. 4, 5, 6.But 
Ged , who ts rich in Mercy, for his great Love, 
wherewith he loved us when we were aead in Sins, 
hath quickened us together with Chrif, &c. Rom. 
9. 29. For whom he did fore-know, he alſo did 
pradeſtinate to be confirmed to the [mage of his 
Son, that he miphtbe the Firſt-born among many 
Brethren. 

Thus in general have I bricfly deſcribed the 
Chriftian-Principle ; but that I may make it fur- 
ther intelligible unto you, I fcel it upon me tro 
write more particularly, that ſo when you ſhall 
read it by a familiar Denomination, you may 
the ſooner be prevaiFd upon to yield to it's 
Operation. 

Q. I1I.-In the firſt place, This Principle, of 
which lam now writing, *tis the Grace of God 
that brings Salvation, and hath appeared to all 
men , teaching us, that denying Ungodline(s and 
Worldly Luſts we ſhould live Soberly, Righteouſly, 
ana Goealily in this: Preſent World, as faith the A- 
poſtle,” Tir. 2. 11, 12. Even tnat IVord of his 

| ' Grace, which is able to build us 
Gal. I. 15. . *p, and to give us an Inheritance, 
Rom. 3. 24. among all thoſe that. are Santtif.- 
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Epheſ. 2. 8. :ed, through Faith which is in 


_ Chriſt Feſw; ſee Afs 26. 18. 
By which Grace we are Called, Juſt ified and $1- 
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bed. That is, if we belicve in the ſame, if we 
receive it, and continue therein, grounded and 
ſettled,and be not moved away trom the Hope 
ot our Calling, nor from the Hope of the Goſ- 
pel, which we have heard, and which wag 
preached to cvery Creature which is under 
Heaven, accotding as it 1s written, Col. 1:23. 
But if we turn this Grace into Wantonneſs, 
and ſo receive it in vain then indeed it will 
not ſave us: However, this Grace of God, in 
it ſelf is able and ſufficient to ſave all,to whom 
't appears, and all that believe init, and are 
_ by it ate preſerved ; bccauſe it was by tkis 

Grace of God, that his Son Chriſt Jeſus thould 
tiſte Death for every man : For there is no 
difference between the Few and Greek; but the 
fame Lord over all, 1s Rich unto all char call 
upon him: For the Lord is Gracious axd full of 
Compaſſi ton, flowto Avrer, and of great kindneſs: 
The Lord is good to all, and his tender Mercies 
are over all his Works, as you may rcad Heb. 

. 9. Rom. 19. 12. P{al. 145. 8,9. All which 
are clear proofs, that the Grace of God is both 
Fogg and Univerſal; which Grace of Ged. js 

ſewhere called the Light of Jeſus, he being 
char C1tt of Gtace, £: ven by Goa fo enlightey the 
Children of men, as "tis written of him. Joh. 1. 
9. Heis that true Light , who lighteth every mat 
that cometh ;nto the World. And This is he whom 


| £56 Father promiicd by the Month of his Pro- 
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| - phet, ſaying, 1 will give thee for a Covenant of 


the. People, fer a Light of the Gentiles, Iſa. 42. 
6. The {amets again ſpoken of, Chap. 49. 6. 
It is alight thing that tho ſhouldft be my Servant 
ro raiſe up the Tribes of Jacob, and to reftorethe 
Prefervea of Iſrael; Twill alſo give thee for a Co- 
venant to the Gentiles , that thou may'ſt be mi 
Salvation to the Enas of the Earth. And the 
Prophet 1/aiah, ſpeaking to the Church, Chap. 
60. 20. faith thus, The Lord ſhall be thine Euer- 
laſting. Light. To which the Prophet Davia 
brings 1 in his Experience, the Lord is my Light 
and my Salvation, faith he, Pſal. 27. 1. This 
1s indeed the mighty Saviour, he upon whom 
the Father hath laid help, and whois able to 
ſave unto the uctermoſt, all that come unto 
God by him,whoſe appearavce is Light,where- 
by he Diſcovers and reproves Sin in men ; ſce 
thereforc that none reject him. 

For this is he, who hath 

Rev. 3. 7- the Key of David, that 
openeth the Underſtand-. 
iogs of his People, by which they underſtand 

the Scriptures when they read them. 

This is he, who hath diſcovered himſelf to | 
be God manifeſt in the Fleſh; and alſo doth . | 
manifeſt himſelf in our Mortal F eſh, in which 
wedwell. | 
This is he, who when he was on Earth 
yielded both Active and Paffive Obedience to: 
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his heavenly Father, in Life Doctrine and 
Death; which 1 firmly do believe, was a $4: 
crifice acceptable unto God for the Sins of 
Men; by believing in whom; and yielding 


Obedience to him , Pardon and Rem:ſſon of 
Sins comes to be known ; and fo the Creature 


finds Acceptarce with the Father through the 
SON, 

This is he, who juil ifics by Faith in his own 
Name. 

This ts he which imputes luis own Righteouſ- 
neſs to the Children ot men ( without whoſe 
applicatory act and Gilf of Grace, in imputing 
his own Righteouſneſs unto us all cieaturely 
actings are but in vain. ) | 

This is he that hath Jaid down his Life for 
us, and took it up apain 3 for ſaith he, 7 have 
Power ſo to do, John 10. 18. And by the ſame 
Power that raiſed his own Body ovt of the 
Grave, doth arid will heraiſc up the $' tils and 
Bodies of Belicvers to glorific his gredt Name. 

For this is he that Acquits bis Reople of all 
Sin, old as well as new, takins away and 
cleanſing them from the Sins of their firſt arg 
fallen Natures, as well as pardoning ( upon 
Repertance ) thoſe Sins which forac have at 
unawates or through weakneſs failen mto, wficr 
they have received the Knowledpe ot the 
Truth: For he who is callcd the Light of the 
\/orld, 7omn $, 12. John 1. g. The ſame is 

F-3 c2iied 
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Called the Lamb of Ged, that taketh away the 
Sins of the World, verſ. 2g. And therefore 
was his Name calied Jefus ( a Saviour ) for ic 
was faid he ſhould ſave his People from their 
Sins, at. I. 21. 

This is he, who baptizeth his People with 
the Water of Life and Regeneration , and 
ſcaleth up his love to their Souls , by giving 
them his Flcſh to eat, which isthe tive Bread 
that cometh down from Heaven. 

This is he that gives true freedom of will to 
his People, whereby they can cheerfully ſerve 
him, and keep the Word of his patience, 
though in much affliction, and he hath pro- 
miſed to keep ſuch in the hour of Temprati- 
on, - Kev. 3. 10. 

This i is the Lord our Righteouſneſs, and heof 

whom our' Righteouſneſs is, 

* Jer. 23.'6, F*asſaith the Prophet, which 
Ifa. 54. 17. & while we abide in him, we 
J6. 1. 25. 9. have a {ure ſtanding : ; 
| But if any £0 out from him, 

who is a God at hand, and whoſe Salvarionſis 
near to be reveal*d in all that wait for him; 
then *tis no wonder if they fail of the Riches 
of that Grace which is treaſured up in him. 

This is he whoſe Works and Wayes are all 
Perfect , and in him we are made compleat ; 
that is as we arc guided by his Spirit, ig" 
he givcs to wor the Saints into all Truth, 

cording 
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cording to his promiſe, Fohn 16. 13, i4. How: 
beit , when the Spirit of Truth is come, he will 
lead you into all Truth; for he ſhall take of mine 
and ſpall ſhew it anto you, ſaith Chriſt; and this 
his Spirit by which his People are led, is an In- 
fallible Spirit: Now if any man have not the 
Spirit of Chrift ( which is Infallible ) he 7s none 
of his, faith the Apoſtle, Rem. 8. 9. And now 
it any man have and profeſs to be led by this 
Spirit of Chriſt, he is made a Scoff eyen by 
the very Profeſſors of this Age. 

Thus I have again rouch'd upon the former 
Particulars, wherein I undertook to Vindicate 
Truth and its Followers, in all 
which (Chriſt the Light and foh» 1. 4. 
Life of Men ) is all in all unto 
his People : For Chrijtianity doth not conGſt in 
the belief of ſo many Doctrines, Articles and 
Principles ( as ſome ſuppoſe ) but in conformi- 
ty unto. that one Eternal Principle, as to wit, 
the Light of Chriſt manifeſt in che Conſcience, 
and yet leads into a heavenly Order both in 
Doctrine, Principle and Converſation, accord- 
ing to the diverbty of its Gifts, whereby -man 
comes not to bear liberty in his own Will, but 
bound again to God, which is the true fignt- 
fication of the word Religion : And this Light 
of rhe unerring Spirit ( by which the Lord leads 
nis People in the Way Everlaſting ) ic ſhineth 
within, mark ) It hineth in the Darkneſs though 

F 4 the 
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the Darkneſs comprehend it not , as faith the A- * 
poſtle, John 1. 5. It ſhines in the dark Heart 
of man, though man in his dark ſtate cannaf 
diſcern what it is, yet 1s this that ſure Word 
of Prophecy, whereunto we do well to rake 
heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in a dark 
place, untilthe Day dawn, and the Day-Star 
ariſe in our Hearts, according to that, 2 Pet, 
1. 19. Which isas much as if-the Apoſtle had 
(aid, This is commendable that yau give dili- 
gent heed to the leaſt meaſure of this Light, 
or Grace of God, which he hath diſpenced to 
you, till he ſhall ſee fit to beſtow a greater 
meaſure upon you. For *tis ſtill but one thing 
that | am deſcribing, although readred by di- 
vers Names, inaſmuch as the ſure Word of 
Prophecy, and the Day-Star here ſpoken of, 
differ only in Degrees, notin Nature and kind ; 


both which Expreſſions denote to us, that one 


gift af Light and Grace through Chriſt Jeſus 
freely beſtowed on all men, and according to 
the improvement that they make of their Mea- 
{ures, ſo an increaſe thereof is adminiſtred ta 
them: It was by this Light that Fob walked 
through Darkneſs, ob 27. 3. And it is by 
this Light that we come to ſee our Darkneſs; 
but *ts not. that we ſhould abide in Darkneſs, 
but walk through it, and come out of by fol- 


lowing the Light of Chriſt, that in his Light. - | 


We may fee more Light, and {o come to res 
| | | cerve 
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ceive the Light of Life, as *ris written, fohn 8: 
12. Then ſpakhe Jeſus unto them , ſaving, I am 
the Liohbt of the World, he that followeth me ſhall 
wot walk in Darkneſs, but ſpall have the Light of 
Life. And praiſed be the Lord, there 1s a 
Remnant who have experienced it , and can 
ſay with the Apoſtle, this thing is true in them 
( viz. ) The Darkneſs u paſt, and the true 
Light now ſhineth, 1 John 2. 8. Which Light is 
a Light of the Spirit of the Lord dwelling in his 
People; and therefore whatever the World 
may think concerning them, *tis no preſumptt- 
on in thcm to own they-are made Profeſſors of 
the ſame : For faith the Apoſtle to the Corin- 
thians, Know ye not that ye are the Temples of 
Goa, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you ; 
For ye ave the Temples of the living God; as 
God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them,. aud walk in 


them, 1 Cor. 3. 16, 2 Cor. 6. 16. Now finice 


God himſelf is ſaid in Scripture to dwell and 
walk in his People ; why ſhould it be chought 
Arrogant for them to ſay, Chriſt in them 1s 
the hope of their Glory, according to that of 
the Apoſtle, Col. 1. 27,To whom God woulda maks 
known what is the Riches of the Glory of this 
Myſtery among the Gentiles, Chriſt in you the 
hope of Glory. And let me tell you, this was 
the Judgment of Dr. Lavgly, which I my 
ſelf heard from him, in a Sermon preach't 
ppon chat Text, ( viz ) That che great —_ 
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Theſe Inftances Treaſure is the Lord Feſms | 


I bring into ſhew Chrift, ana the Glory of 


how thoſe that rhat Treaſure is Chriſt 
ſpeak againſt the # ws. This was his Ob- 

xakers Principle, ſervation, and this I think 
( which is Chriſt is Confeſſion clcar enough 
manifeſt within)are to the truth of our Aſer- 
forced many times tion( viz. ) That in being 
( by the Power of guided by the Light 
the ſame Principle ( which is the Spirit of 
in themſelves ) in Chriſt)within us; hereby 
plain wordsto con- a ſure Hope of Eternal 
teſs to the ſame. Glory is Given to us: 
However we do not con- 
clude Chriſt in our ſelves only, but we ſay a 
meaſure of his Light ( in order to ſhew the way 
of Life ) every man is, or hath been enlight- 
ned with; nor yct do we include him in the 
fleſhly Temples of Men and Womens Hearts, 
ſo as to exclude him from being any where elſe, 
but as we know his Preſence fills Heaven and 
Earth, fo we believe, that notwithſtanding his 
appearance in our Hearts, he is continually at 
the Right Hand of Ged, at the Right Hand of 
the Majeſty on High, ever Living to make In- 
;crcefiion for us, and by his Spirit we fcel the 
$:onification thereof within us. 


For this Grace of God, whick is the Light of 


{cfus, *ris a meaſure of the Divine Spirit; and 
z Manifeſtarion 07 1t 1s given to every man to 


profit 
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. Corrupt, . according to Dcceitful Luſts , by 
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þ profit withal; ſee 1 Cer, 22..7. Yea, this Uni- 
 verſal Principle, which I am deſcribing, it is a 


Mecaſure of the quickcning Spirit, even of that 
Spirit which raiſed up Jeſts from the Dead 
by the Indwelling of which in us, we come to 
be renewed in the Spirit of our Minds, and to 
have our Mortal Bodies quickened, fo as to ca- 


 pacitate us to ſerve the Lord with our Spirits, 


and with our Bodies, whici are his. 

Now if any ſhall think I have raifed the Prin- 
ciple too high, let them read, Row. 8.11. And 
they will find the Apoſtle ſpeaking expreſly, 1f 
the Spirit of him that raiſg :-p feſus from the 
dead dwell in you, he that roiſed up Chriſt from 
the dead, ſnallalſo quicken vour Mortal Bodies, 
by his Spirit that dwelleth in you, "Therefore 
( as 1 ſaid before )*tis no Arrogancy for the 
People of God to own, that they have the Spt- 
rit of God dwelling in them for *tis not the 
Light of Nature, nor the Dictates of a' Natu- 
ral Conſcience; but a Spiritual Divine Prin- 
ciple; by which Men and Women are raifcd 
from the Death of Sin, to ſerve God'in New- 
neſs of Life, and Obcdience of Nonverlſation. 

No Reager, let m: tcll thee , Nothing Na- 
tural will, or can, reach ſo far, Nature can- 
not change Nature; it muſt be a higher Pow- 
cr, that can cauſe to put off concerning the for. 
mer Cenverſation, the Old Man , which is 


Ic- 
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renewing theSpirit of theMind,ſo as to cauſe us if 
to put on the New Man, Chriſt Jeſus, which | 
after God is created in Righreouſneſs and true 


Holineſs; and ſo Old things are made to pals 
away; behold, all things are become New : 
_ Lohereis a New Creature, as there 1s a put- 
ting off the Old Man with his Deeds, there is 
a paſſing away of the firſt Heavens and the firſt 
Earth; and chen behold, New Heavens and 
a New Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs, 
as there is a coming to this Law of the Spirit 
of Life in Chriſt Jeſus ( which Law is inward, 
written in the Heart, and Engraven on the ln- 
ward: Parts ) theres a ſetting Free from the 
Law o Sin and Death: and ſo we come to 

" know a Blotting out of the 


Rom. 8. 16. tained in Ordinances, which 
|  W.4s againſt us, and contra* 
r! to 18, ' our Lord having takes them and nailed 
them to his Croſs. And thus, He that believeth 
( in the Croſs of Chriſt, which is the Powerof 
God unto Salvation ) hath a Witneſs in himſelf, 
the Spirit it ſelf beareth them Witneſs that they 
are the Children of God, according to that in 
1 Zobn 5..10. Rom. 8. 16. And as they con- 
tinue in the Faith chey come ro be ſealed with 
the holy Spirit of Promiſe, and to ſet their 
Seals that God is True : For faithful is he that > 
nach promiſed, who alſo will do it; he hath 
| Pro- 
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k their Enemy and fourht againſt them. 
| were ſuch of whom fob ipeaks, Chap. 24. 13: 
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| promiſed to redeem us, trom all lniquity, 
{ wherefore let us hope in his Word, and ner 
h grieve his holy Spirit, whereby we ave ſealed 
| unto the Day of 8ur compleat Reaemption, accord- 
ins to the Apoſtles Advice, Epheſ, 4. 30.O! 
| ſet us take heed that we do not vex and quench 
þ the Spirit of Chriſt within us, that ſo we benot 
of thoſe ( complained of by Nckemiah } to 
whom the Lord gave hes o0od Spirit, bnt they re- 
belled againſt it ( and what then ? ) ſo he became 
Theie 


| faying, They are of thoſe that rebel againſt the 
* Light ( the Light anc Spirit kere ſpoken of, 
one in Being, and not divided , but 

. diſtinguiſhcd only in degrecs of Niſcovertes; ) 
tor this Spirit i154 Spirit of Wildom and Re- 

velation in the Knowledge of }: ſus Chriſt, 

which cpeneth and euliehtuerh the Eye of the VUn- 

derſt anding, and giveth to know what u the Hope 

ef the Callins of Chriſt Jeſus, and what the 

Riches of the Glory of bis Taheritarce in the Saints, 

according to the Apoltle's Prayer,ro God for 


the Epheſians, Chap. 1. 17, 18. And this was 
* It that Chriſt promiſed, when he was about to 
icave his Diſcipics* as to his Perſonal preſence 
amongſt them ) at which their Hearts begin 
to oe ſorrowſal, ke therefore tells them, to com- 
fort them, he that dwcl/erh with you hall be in 
151, Jobn 14. 17. Thercby he meant himſelt, 
who 
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" whom 'it abides) need nor that any man teaci1 


c who then was preſent with, bur paſſing from f. 
them in the Fleſh ) would come again unto them, 
and abide for ever with them, in the Spirit : For, 
the Lord 5 that Spirit, faith the Apoltle, 2 Cor. | 
3. 17. Whereforche bids them Examine them- | 
ſelves whether thy be in the Faith; . Prove your \ 
own ſelves, ſaith he, know you not your own ſelves, | | 
how that Chriſt is in you , Except, you be Repre- |. - 
bates, 2 Cor. 13. 5. And hereby know wef « 
that we are notin a Reprobate ſtate , becauſe 
we witneſs the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling io vs. | 
For this Principle of which I write, tis the 
Unction which we have received trom the holy 
One, whereby we know all things: thatis , 4. 
this doth inftruct vs in al! things that arc ne- 
cefſary to be known by us. For *rtis that ſpi- 
ritual anointing that the Apoſtle Joh ſpeaks 
of,, which thoſe who have received it { and in | 
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them, but as the fate anointing teacheth them ; 
all things, and is Truth and & no Lye, even as| - 
it hath taught them, they ſha-ld abiile in bm, - 
7 John 2. 17. That is, in Chriſt Jeſus, from 

whom this anointing doth come : Now whoſo - 
!s raught by this Anointing the ſame is taught } 7 
by God , as it is written in the Prophets, | , 
And they ſhall be all tanght of God. Every man 1 1, 
therefore that hath heard and hath learned of tic | P 
Father cometh srto me, ſaith Chriſt, 7obn 0.45 ,, 
For this was the Promiſe of the Father, even. 
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| the new Covenant which he made with the 


Houſe of 1/rae!, After thoſe Daves, ſaith the 
Lord, I will put my Laws into their Minas and 


ns, "rite them in their Hearts; And Iwill be to them 
. ' a God, and they ſhall be to me a People : And 
F + they ball not teach every mas his Neighbour, and 
: | every man his Brother , ſayins, Know the Lora, 
1 


- for they ſhall all know me from the leaſt to the 
| greateſk, fer. 31. 33, 34. This being the 
Tenure of the New Covenant, That all the 
 . Children of the Lord ſhall be taught of the Lord, 


of ana ia Tighteorſneſs, rail they be eftabliſhed , 

* la. 54. 33, 14. Which impiyes, that God 

% will reach ſo effectually by his Free Spirit , 
3 


7 that they ſhall not ſtand in need of any other 
«| Propher. But here | muit obviate an Objecti- 
| on. before | can procced. 


Ks Puiſibly ſome niay ask me, 1/ty then do thoſe 
by P evPie that thou art now £077e among /t keep Pp their 
oh Pubiickh Aeetinosre Preach and ty Teach People - 
- the Was of Salvation ? 1Fhat need i there of their 


Teiching, if every one hath a Teacher in them, 
ws} aletos aſtr 1c them in the Way to the Kir gam ? 

| To whom [ Anſwer : Firſt, Thovgn | did 
he. 2s much, z#ﬆ that evcry one hath a Divine 
© Teacher in them, yet 1 dis notſay, thatevery 
FY | one knows this Teacker in ihem : For this bath 

| been the Miſery of many Ages of the World , 
Pcople have gone ovt after the many Lo here's 
and £o there's to find Chiift withour them, 
in 


; 30 
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in the mean time neglecting his Appearnce 
' Within them , even as we toretold by Chriſt 
himſelf, when he was on Earth in the days of 
his Fleſh, In the laſt dayes, ſaith he, they /hall 
ſay, Lo here ir hrift, and Loheis x og but 
90 Ye not ort after them, nor follow them, behold, 
T1 have told you before, Mar. 24: 25. Luke 17: 
23. And now {ſince we upon whom the Ends 
of the W orid are come, have (cen it ſo come 
to paſs, that People are gone from this Gitt 
of Hod in themſelves, to the many outward 
Obſervations of Daves, Times, and Superſti- 
tious Cuſtoms, thinking to find Chriſt in them, 
whilſt they ſhut their Evcs againſt his Light , 
which ſhineth in their Conlciences to ouide 
their Feet in the Path of Peace: 1s it not high 
time for ts faithful Watchmen, who ſce the 
danger ot ſuch a ſtate, to Cry aloud unto the 
People thar they may take Warning betore ir 
be too late 3 and therefore do they lift up their 
Voice like a Trumpet, to ſound a retreat ro 
the Inhabitants of the Earth, who are w:th- 
out the Spiritual City of Refi: Ge, that they 
may fcrurn in time, and lay hci of the Horns 
of the Heavenly Altar and ect into thevHabi- 
tation or Tower of ſafety, before the Enemy 
of their Souls take the firons hold of tar 
Hearts, and fortifie himſclf acainſt them, and 
keep them without the Gates, til} the avenger 


of Blood ( who once wou'd have had Mercy | 
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purſue and overtake them, ard ſo 
e deſtroyed :'' Therefore, 'right:glad are 
the Hearts of many” that ever they heard' this 
1 Sol ETIRE TO THE IN- 

/ ARD GRACE } thereby ſignifying 
to them where Help-is'to be had”, who were 
ſecking Salvation from the Hills and from, the 
Mountains, yet laboured but in vain, ' but in 
retyrding. and in-Reft. they have found them- 
ſelves. ſaved. , © according to the Word® of the 


' Lord'by the Prophet, 1/aiah 30. 15. _ 


 $*copdly,Although'I did fay,Thar all the Chil- 
dren of the Lord are taught of the Lord; yet I 
did not ſay, that all are his Children; for *tis 
they, andthey only,. who are 


| led by the Spirit of God that Rom. $. 14. 


are the Sons of God. For tho " 
the Lord hath given his Spirit; his Son to be 
a Leader and a Commander to the People, 


| yet many there are who do not follow his Gui- 


dance, ſaying in their Hearts ( what the Zews 


' ſpake with their mouths ) Fe will not have tha 


Man to reign over us. Now is there not need 
that ſome ſhould ſeek to convince ſuch ot the 
Evil of their ways, and the Error of their Do- 
ings (who inflead of walking in the Straight and 


. Narrow Way of Righteouſneis, which leadsto 


Everlaſting Life, are going on in the Broad 
Way of Sin and Wickednefs, which leads down 


to the Chambers of Death ) that ſo they may 


G be 
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B2 Concerning the Principle of Truth | 
be perſwaded to leave off the Weapons of { 
their Rebellion , where-with they fight againſt | 
God, and wound their own Souls; and ſubmit |, 
themſelves unto his Ambaſſador of Peace, the | 
Spirit of his Son in their Conſciences, that true | 


Balm of Gilead, with which they. may be 
healed. | ps ETD 
Thirdly, That I may be rightly inderſtood, 
let me acquaint my Reader; neither 'do.I aſſert, 
that thoſe who are fet out as Travellers in 
Sons Road, are at once ſo perfectly inſtructed 


 inall the Paths thereof, that they need not ro | 


Inquire of thoſe that are gone before, . which is 


| the way thither, whoſe experiences may be | 


to them of uſe, for eſcaping the Snares which | 
the ſubtil.7>wler layeth to catch Souls in, both 
'on the. Right hand and en the Left, that ſo 
they may walk _ forward-with their Faces 
Sen-ward , until they ſhall come to fit down 
in Heavenly places in Chrift Jeſus our Lord. 
Laſtly, Nor is it altogether uſcleſs ; for thoſe | 
that are eſtabliſhed in the Truth, to hear the 
things thereof declared , notwithſtanding they 
knew the ſame before, yet may itbe to the | 
ſtirring up of their pure minds by way of re- 
membrance, of the dealings of the Lord with | 
themſelves in daves that are paſt; and for the 
comforting and refreſhing of their Spirits, to. 
feel how the Work of the Lord profpers in 
others of his People, and for the clcaringand | 
| making |. 


making glad their Hearts, to hear how Truth 
prevails and gets Ground in the Earth, This 
therefore is the End of all Declarations 
amongſt ns ( viz. )rhat the ignorant may be 
Inſftructed, that Gain-ſayers may be Convir- 
ced, that the Weak may be confirmed, and 
that the Strong may be Conſolated 3 There- 
fore do our Miniſters labour in the Word and 
Doctrine, to Convert Sinners to Chriſt Jeſus, 
( the Gift of God )) and to build up Saints in 
their moſt holy Faith, and to Edifie one another 
in Love. 

Thus muck in Anſwer to the Objection; fol 
return to the point in Hand, which is further 


to demonſtrate ( as the Lord ſhall inable me ) 


what this Principle is, that 's Preacht up a- 
mongſt us. | 

*Tis that divine Principle of Life which brings 
the Glad-Tidings of Salvation near unto all, 
by which they may be pur into a capacity of 
receiving the Grace of God in the Gifts there- 
of, which he hath purpoſed in the appearance 
of the Son of his Love, to'beſtow upon vs as 
many as ſhall believe : This being the Ever- 


laſting Goſpel thac Pax gloried in;. 7am not + 


aſhamed of the Goſpel, ( ſaith he ) for it s the 
Power of God unto Salvation, to every one that 
believeth, Rom. 1. 16. Yea, it is. that Word 
of Reconciliation, which God hath commit= 


| ted ro ſuch as himſelf hath called, to make 


G-2z them 
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them Ambaſſadors for his Son Chriſt Jeſus, 
| by the Miniſtry of which, they turn People 
* from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan unro God, that they may receive 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among 
them that are SanCtified, through Faith that is 
in Chriſt Jeſus; ſee As 26. 18, Thus theſe 
prefit their Hearers; and ſo do not only Pray, 
but alſo. prevail with Sinners to turn unto the 
Lord, that he maybe a Father to them, and 
they his Sons and Daughters. 

And this word that reconcileth, 1s not afar 
off; *tis not in Heaven, that any ſhould fay , 
Who ſhall go up for us, and bring it down 

to us, that we may hear it 

X So then the In- and do it? * neither is it 
dians aud Ameri- beyond the Sea, that any 
cans /zall not periſh ſhould ſay, Who ſhail go 
for want of the Bi- over the Sea for us, and 
ble, which we have fetch it to us thence? but 
here in England. the Word is very nigh un- 
[7 to thee, inthy Mouth and 
in thy Heart, that thou may'ſt hearit and do 
it; as was teſtified by Moſes, a man of God, 
Demt. 30. x2, 13. and alſo by Pan/, an Apo- 
ſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 10. 6, 7, 8. This 
now is the Word of Faith, which 1s again 
preach't by thoſe whom the World in ſcorn 
call Qzakers: And though ſuch preaching be 


accountcd . tooliſh by the learned Rabbics of 


Our 


i. 
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our Age: yet let them know, *tisby the Fool- _ } 
iſhneis of Preaching that God is pleaſed to ſave 


them that believe, as *tis written, - 1 Coy... :. 
21.. So notwithſtanding theſe uie-ngt, enticing 
words which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, yet do 
they preach in the Evidence and Demonſtration 
of the Spirit, and ina way of Power,- where- 
by they are known to be of God ( as were the 
Apoſtles, ſce 1 Cor. 2. 1, 4. ( And the Ten- 
dency of their Miniſtry is to direct People to ' 
the Teaching of Chriſt, the one Prophet, pro- 
miſed to Iſrael, Dent. 18. 18. Which pro- 
miſc the Apoſtle repeateth 4&s 3. 22. ſaying, 
And it ſhall come to paſs, that every Soxl that 
will not hear this Prophet ſhall be deſtrojed from 
among ft the People, Vetrſ. 23, Thvs do they 
commend themſelves toevery man's Conſcience. 
in the ſight of God, by turning them to the 
Light of Jeſus ( the Power of God manifeſt 


within ) which , as *tis yielded. to and obeyed, 


maketh free from Sin; which ſtil] is that one 
thing that I am writing concerning { viz. ) A 
Priaciple of Divine Light and Life in Chriſt 
Jeſus, according to the Apoſtle's record, oh r. 
4. In him was Life, and'the Life was the Light 
of Men: And this Light, I fay, ( however it 


. may be called ) *tis the ſhining of the Son of 


Righteouſneſs in men's Conlciences: *Tis not 
Conſcience, which ſome have deſcribed to be 
a reflec ACt of the mind ( whereby mea view 
THe G 3 their 
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And this Light is elſewhere call:d the'Seed, 
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their paſt ations) the which accuſes them for 
what they have done ill, and approveth of 
what they: have done well: Though t!:is be 
more? 'thetr-ifome there are will allow in this 
mattef; yet ts this too ſhort to expreſs its no- 


ble Nature : For this Frinciple doth as well 


ſhew men the Sin of their future Evil Purpoſes 


. and Intentions, as ſet before them the [niquity 


oi their former Actions : Therefore I ſay, *tis 
not Conſcience, for that is but a created Fa- 
cultyz But that of God placed in the Conſci- 


ence, hath its being from all Eternity : For 


he that ſheweth unto me his Thoughts, u the ſame 
that Formed the Mountains and Created the 
Winds, whoſe Name tu the Lord of Hoſts, as ſaith 
the Prophet Amss Chap. 4. 13. And this is 


_ he who is without beginning of Dayes, or end 


of Life: The Alpha and Omega; the Firſt 
and the Laſt : the beginning ot the Creation 
of God; the Image of the Inviſible God 3 tne 
firſt Born of every Creature; the faithful Wit- 
neſs, and the firſt begotten of the Dead; and 
the Prince of the Kings of the Earth. This 1s 


he who is the Reſurrection and the Life, in all 


that do believe in his Light,as *tis Recorded con- 
cerning him, Heb. 7- 3. Rev.l.5,11.Col 1.15. 
Fohn 11.25. Therefire wiilft ye have the Light, 
believe in the Tight, ( ſaith Chriſt ) that ye may 
become Chiicren of the Livht, Jonn 12. 36. 
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even that incorruptible Seed, by which we are 
begotten to God and: Born again by his Etcr- 
nal Word, which -liveth and abideth for ever; 
ſee1_ Pet. 1. 23. This is the promiſed Secd 
yea,,, that Secd of the Woman ſpoken of, 
Gey-.3-.15. Where the Lord ſaid to the Ser- 
pent,'/- will put Enmity betweey thee and the 
Woman, and between thy Seed and her Seed; » 
it ſball bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his 
Heel. This is the ſeed of the Kingdom of 
Heaven; for Heaven's Kingdom 1s within, 

( as Chriſt ſaid Lzke 17. 20. ) Wherefore this 
Seed is ſown in the Hearts of the Children of 
men 3 as; was ſet forth by the Parable of the 
' ſower, Mat. 13. and the beginning; He ſpake 
many things to. them in Parables.; Behold 4 
Somer went forthto Sow, and when he ſowed, 
ſome ſeed. fell by the Way-ſide, KC. Some fell 
among, Stony places, &c. And ſome fell a- 
mong Therns. Verl. 18, 19. Hear ye therefore 
the Parable of the Sower, ſaith Chriſt; When 
any one heareth the Word of the Kingdom, and 
#underftandeth it not, then cometh the wicked One, 
and catcheth away that which was ſown in their 
Heart ; This 3s he that received Seed by the 
Way-frae, &c. And inthe 31, 32 Verſes, 
Chriſt ſaith, The Kingdom of Heaven % like 
to 4 Grain of Myuſtard-Seed, which a man took 
and ſowed in his Field; which is indeed the leaſt 
of all Seeds, but when "tis grown, "ths the great- 
G 4 eſt 
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eft among Herbs, &c. - *Tis' truly {d'indeed'3 
'The Seed ( or Grace ) of God, 'is ſmall in/its 


firſt appearance ( even as the Moraing Light ) 


but as it is given heed to, 'and obeyed, ' itwill 
encreaſe in Brightneſs, till it ſhine in the Soul; 


like the Sun in the Firmament at its Noon-day' . 


height : but if People will-deſpiſe the Day of 
ſmall things; -and will not: believe in this low 


Appearance of the Light of Jeſus in their Hearts, | 


which though it diſcover to them theiriSins;and 
reproves for themz yet becauſe its Reproofs 
are ſoft and mild, and its Voice ſmall and{til}, 
they. out-cla.nor the ſound thereof in their Con- 
ſciences, whereby they rezeA the Son'of God 
( in Spirit) as the fews did ( in Fleſh) becauſe 
he came to'them in {o mean #1manner , they 
would not*haye him to be their Saviour: Will 
it not be-juſt for. Chriſt to ſay to theſe, as he 
did to them,” Fob 8. 24.-If ye believe not that 
T am he , ye ſhall dye in your Sms; and then 
whither I go ye cannot come. For the Lord hath 


ſaid; his Spirit ſhall not alwayes ſtrive with man, 


Gen. 6. 3. He isa gracious and long-ſuffering 
God; bot though he be Forbeariog , yet he 
will not alwayes' bear , thongh his Spirit doth 
ſtrive with ſome for a long ſeaſon; yerif they 
continue to reſiſt the ſame,” the time will come. 
when it will ceaſe ſtriving with them, and then 
AVo will be unto them, bur- right blefſed arc 
they that are prevailed vpon by the mg 
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the good 'Spirit of the Lord ( in the Day of 
their Viſitation ) to know and mind the things 
that concern their everlaſting Peace, before 
they are hid from their Eyes: But it people will. 
ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light, how juſt is it: 
for the Lord to withdraw ics ſhinings from 
them, and to cauſe Darkneſs to overtake them. 
Wherefore hear ye,and give Ear, be not Proud, 
for the Lord hath ſpoken;giveGlory to the Lord, 
before he cauſe Daz kneſs, and before your Feet: 
ſtumble upon the dark Mountains; and while 

you'look for Light he turn it into the ſhaddow- 
of Death,and make it groſs Darkneſs,according ' 
to the adviſe of the Prophet 7eremiah, Chap. 


275" 31%, 3% 


.. For though. a meaſure of this Divine Light, 
is, or hath been inevery Man in order to fave 
them, yet it will not abide with them (I mean - 
as to its ſaving' Efficacy ) it will continue.no 
longer then during the Day of their Viſitation: 
Therefore ſaith Chriſt, Yer a little while #s the 
Light with you; walk, while ye have the Light, 
left' Darkneſs come upon you, John 12. 35. A-- 
gain, he limitteth a certain Day, ſaying, in Da- 
vid, to Day, after ſo long a time, asit 15s ſaid, 
to Day if ye will hear his Voice harden not your - 
Hearts, Heb. '4. 7. True indeed, there is a Day 
wherein People may know the things that con- 
cern the Souls everlaſting Peace : But if they 
Sin out this Day, afterwards thoſe things _ | 

| e 
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' be hid from their Eyes, as Chriſt-ſaid, when 
he came near the. City 7ers/alem, ..he beheld it, 
and wept. over it, ſaying, 1f tho, haaſt knows 
at leaſt in this thy Day, the things which becong- 

 #othy Peace; but now they are hid from thine Eyes, 
Luke 19. 47, 42. Beitknown ynto you (my 

. Friends and acquaintance, to whom 1] write ) 
Man cannot be nis .own Saviour, if he will not 
be ſaved in the day of the Lords Power, hg 
muſt Periſh for ever. And this- is the day of 
the Lords making bare his ſaving Arm, and re- 
vealing his Power, cven that time wherein he 
lets in Light int@-the Soul, which not only dit-. 
covers to man his Sin, that leads, down to the 
Chambers of Death 3 but alſo ſhews him the 
way of Holineſs, which leads to everlaſting 
Life: But if men paſs this time, over without 

| any regard to' the Loving-kindneſs of the Lord 
extended to them in this Matter, *tis Juſt with 
him to tura their Light into Darkneſs in them; 
and-then, as. Chriſt {aid to ſome of old, If the 
Light that 7s in you be Darkneſs, how great ts 
that Darkneſs? Mat. 6. 23. ( Miſtake me 
not )*Tisnot to be underſtood as if the Son of 
Righteouſneſs ( which is the Fountain of Light 
could in jt {elf poſſibly become darkneſs, but 
as tp thoſe that; have faſt cloſed, their Eyes (or 

. oft the true Sight ) leſt they ſhould ſee by its 
HNumination in their inward Man; when once 
their Day is over, they may be as dark " if 
tacre 
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there were no Sun in the Horrizon; and fo 
they put Darkneſs for Light : Hence it is that 
we ſce fo many, that have been in ſome Mea- 
ure inlightned by this inward Divine Princi- 
'ple, to ſec much of the Vanity of their former 
(Prattces and ſo have for a time forſaten ma- 
| ny of the ſame; but afterwards, having gone 
| out from this Principle, by which they were 
| in ſomemeaſure ſaved from Polution and Sin, 
they have again been intangled and inſnared by 
- the Pleaſures, Profits, Honours of this preſent 
| World, and (o the latter End hath been worſe 
with them then the Beginning: and fo theſe 
having left their Habitacion ( like Satan, who 
abode not in the Truth ) envy and accuſe'the 
| Faithful Servants of the Lord , which' keep 
| their dwelling in him3 and like the" Spies of 
old, bring np an Evil report upon the good Land, 
| frighting others with the Giant-like Difficulties 
| that lye in the way to be ſurmounted thereby 
| inſinuating, as if Iſrael's God were not able ſuffi- 
| cently to ſtrengthen them againſt thoſe ſpiritual 
| Anakims, great and tall, that muſt be enconnter- 
| ed with, before the Inheritance comes to be divi- 
ded: Theſe are ſuch whom the Apoſtle fat, 
| in the 12th and 13th Verſes of his Epiſtle,calls, 
, Clonas without Water, carried about of Winds, 
Trees, whoſe Fruit withereth, twice dead, pluck- 
a up by the Roots; raging Waves of the Seas, 
framing out their ewn Shame wandring Stars , 
to 
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zo whom ( at leaſt they -have cauſe to fear ) cha 
Blackneſs of Darkneſs is reſerved for ever; un- 
leſs they can ſpeedily find a place for Repen.. 
tance, before the Decree bring forth , before 
the Day paſs as the Chaff, 
Zepn. 2. 2. before the fierce Anger of V 
| the Lord come upon them; | T 
| before the Day of the Lords anger come upon | * 
them; and with this ll paſs them, being mo- | 
ved to write( not much to thoſe who have 
forſaken, but (to thoſe who have not been ac. | 1 
quainted with the Truth. 
To whom 1 further ſay, Although there is | Fc 
a time wherein the Lord waits to be gracious, þ S 
in - which time he often expreſſes his Willing- 
neſs to ſave men from their Sins, and to gae| h 
| ther them co himſelf ; as Chriſt ſaid to Fers-| #4 
ſalem,. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem! Thos that |. © 
 killeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that were} th 
ſent unts thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy Chilaren together, even 45 & Hen gathereth : 
ber Chickens under her Wings, but ye wonld not, | ©9 
Mat. 23. 37. Again, the Lord complains, All | his 
the Day long have I ftretched forth my hands to | PE 
4 Diſobedient and Gain-ſaying People, Rom. 10, = 

21. And thus the Lord expreſſes his Kindneſs Þ 

towards all men, in ſtretching torth his Arm 
to ſave them. even as 4 man ſtretches forth | *C 
| his Arms to ſwim, by fending his Son uaro | 6% 
them to knock ar the Door of their Hearts, 
, | to 


an 
an 
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to ſee if they will open to him, that he and his 


f Father may come in, and take up their abode 
n.| with them but if men will not accept of Sal- 


vation while the Lord extends his Arm to fave 
them: If they will not take hold of his ſtrength 


fF 
of While they may make Peace with him : if they 
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refuſe to anſwer his gracious Call, and to en- 
tertain his Son whom he hath ſent, but keep 
him out till his Head be wet with the 
| Dew, and his Locks with Drops of the Night : 
It People will make their Necks as an Iron Sin- 
new, and will not yield them 


. || to the Yoke of Chriſt, being Aﬀs. 7. 5r. 


Stiff-necked and Vniircumciſed Luke 7+ 30. 
in Heart and Ears, alwayes re- , 


| ffting the Holy Ghoſt, and doing deſpight unto. 


| the Spirit of Grace; ſetting at naught all the 


Comnſel of God ; 1ej:Cting it ( wthin ) againſt 
. themſelves, and will have none of his Reproof; 
and continue thus to ſlight him, till their Time 
' and Seaſon be over, giving the Lord cauſe to 
complain of them, that he hath ſtretched forth 
| his hand, but no man regarded it ; Will it not 
be juſt for him then to Laugh at their Cala- 
mity, and Mock when Fear cometh upon 
{-tnem ? And hoſt certain it is, that thoſe who 
| deſpiſe the Reproots of Wiſdom , and hate 
the Knowledge of the Holy, Diſtreſs and An- 


guiſh will core upon them, but whoſo heark- 
neth 
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neth thereunto ſhall dwell ink ſafe Habitation 
For Wiſdom is a Defence ( Chriſt) the Wif- F 
dom of God is a ſtrong Rock and a ſure Foun- }' 
dation 3 heis that Foundation which God hath Þ 
laid in Sox, even the Foundation Stone, that 
Tryed Stone, the Corner Stone, Ele&t preci- 
ous; who though he be to many a Stone of 
Stumbling and Rock of Offence ; yetas many F, 
as believe in him ſhall never be aſhamed. ; 
Read hear now what this Princlple is, in F 
which the Lord hath givena Remnant to be. 
lieve. | 
*Tis the Grace of God : *Tis the light of 
Jefus : *Iis a Manifeſtation of the Spirit : 
?Tis the Glad Tidings of Salvation: *Tis the 
Word of Reconciliation : Tis the Law writ- | 
ten in the Hearr: *Tis the Word of Faith: 
*Tis the Seed of the Kingdom : *Tis that Stone | 
which hath been rejected by many a fooliſh | 
Builder, but now it is become the Head of 
S$:on's. Corner. | 
Theſe are all fgnificant Expreſſions, of that 
excellent Principle, which I have undertaken | 
to treat on. But if any ſhall ſay, They are 
Expreſſions of ſo different a Nature , that the) 
know not how to reconcile them and make them 
one together. | [ 
To ſuch I Anſwer, They might as well con- 
feſs, they cannot underſtand how the Lamb |, 


of God can be the Lyon of the Tribe of dah; | / 
nor | | 


att 
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B nor how'the Shepherd' of 7/rael can be' the Bi- 
R 4 ſhop of his Peoples Souls; there ſceming as 
.\ much difference in theſe latter as any in the 
1 4 former; yet do they all ſpeak but of one 
” thing, although it be expreſt by divers Names; 
: Forit will 'admit of a manifold Deſcription 3 
f though ( as 1 aid betore ) tis ſtill but one thing, 
yt, if rightly underſtood in fts true Notion. And 

/ thus [ choſe to expreſs it, becaufe thus I have 
1 found it ( viz. ) A Principle of Divine Light 
.F and Life in Chriſt Jeſus, placed in the Cor- 

| ſcience, which diſcovers both Sin and Duty to usz _ 
of and not only ſo, but it Reproves the one and 
2 Enables toperform the other : and this I know, 
\e that a Mcaſure of .the ſame is placed in the 
t- Conſciences of all Mankind , by which they 
T might ſee the right Way, were but their Minds 
nel turned thereunto. Therefore let none ſlight 
ſhi or undervalue this light of Jeſus ( manifeſt in 
of their Conſciences ) by calling it (as ſome have 


| done) A Natural, Created, Inſufficient Eight, 
at | which will lead men to ntter darkneſs. Though 
en fſometimes again theſe very Perſons will con- 
are | fels, That the Light of Nature ( as they call it) 

| ought to be followed, as far as it will lead; for 
em fay they , though the obeying its Diftates will 

never bring men to Heaven; net the diſobeying 
on- them will certainly fizh them down to Hell. 
mb i Hcreby rendring the Lord cruel to his Crea- 
ch; \ tures, as it he required them to follow a 
nor | | Guide 


bl 
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Guide that would certainly lead them amiſs, 
or leaye them ſhort of the place of Reſt; and: 


then would puniſh them for being' Miſ-led, or 
for fitting down: when they had no Guide to 
ſhew them the Way to walkin; and that 


trom a purpoſe in himſelf, to leave, the great-. 


eſt part of Mankind without any ,other Guide 
to direCt them in. Matters of Salvation 3 but 
that that zs ſo Tnſsfficient , that it muſt' be g 
Miracle if it ſbew them the Way to Heaven, 


_according to their common Anſwer , when 


asked, how thoſe muſt be ſaved -who have 
not the Scriptures amongſt them ( which theſe 


account the only Rule to Guide men ? ) #1y, 


we leave them to the Mercy of God ( ſay they) 
the Lord may in an extraordinary manner bring 
ſome to Heaven, if he have any Eleft amongſt 
them; but whether any of them ſhall be ſaved 
or not, *tis hard for us to determine. 

Thus they darken Councel, by uttering 
wore!s without Knowledge : They ſay, The 
Grace of God xs Free; and yet they make it a 
Monopoly; ſo it ſhall not be Free to all; nor 
muſt all be ſharers in it; neither will they 
allow the Lord himſelf to difpen'e 1t; nor yet 
to Inſpire his Servants to go forth and preach 
it: But arrogate to themſelves a kind of Sa- 
cerdotal Right, to be Diſpencers of the Grace 
of God, ard Minifters of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, becaule of ſome outward Qualificati- 
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ons atchieved by them ( as External Parts or 
Human Learning ) although they never were 
called of God to the Work of the Miniſtry, 
nor never had the Word of Reconciliation 
committed to them; yet would they have 
People come to enquire of them, the Way to 
the Kingdom, tho they are ſo narrow-ſpirit- 
ed, as to ſhut out the greateſt number of Man- 
kind, by abſolute Predeſtinatien; not ſticking 
to affirm, that God nor Chriſt never purpo- 
ſed Love nor Salvation, to a great part of 
Mankind, and that che Coming and Suffer. 
ivg of Chriſt never was intended, nor can be 
uſcful to their Juſtification, but muſt and will 
be effectual for their Condemnation. So being 
void of Univerſal Love themſelves, they tond- 


| Iy imagine the Lord to be like themſelves: 


Hence concluding, there is no Salvation to be 
had without the expulſit Knowledge of Chriſts 
coming in the Fleſh, and of the Scriptures ; 
both which we know whole Kingdoms and 
Empires ia the World arc unavoid:ibly igno- 
rant of; and yet few or none of theſe will 
Jeopardize their Lives to preach amongſt ſuch; 
notwithſtanding, this was the Apoſtic Par!'s 
Practice to preach Chriſt where he had nor 
before been named ; for ſaid he, if / 5:4/4 ; pr 


| another Man's Foundation, I make mi Glory» g 


v01d. = 
But bleſſed be the Lord , he hath carſed 
p mY many 
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many Witneſſes to riſe up amongft us, who 1 
have given Teſtimony to the Truth as it is in 
Jeſus, and have tavght others ( both in our 
own Country, and in Nations abroad ) to take 
heed to that ſure Word of Prophecy, nigh in 
the Heart and in the Mouth, which is the true 
Grace of God, that is ſufficient for us, not on- 
ly (as ſome ſay ) to leave men without Excule, 
and fo to aggrayate their Condemnation but 
-as *tis received and obeyed, it will Jead out 
of Sin, into Holineſs, and in the end crown 
with Salvation. 

And thus I am brought to the next thing 
Promiſed, which was, to ſhew whence this 
Principleof Grace proceedeth : I have (accord- 
1ng to my Meaſure) ſhewn, what it 53 nowl 
come to ſhew, From whence it comes; to which 
I fay: | 

$. IIT. It comes from God, (through Thrift ) | 
as ſaith the Apoſtle; God that commanded the 
Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined in our 
Hearts , to give the Light of Knowleage of the 
Glory of God in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4. 
6.*Tis Gods Gift unto us, & therefore well may 
we return Thanks unto him for his unſpeakable 

Gift: God is the Author of 
1 Fohn 1. 5. Pſal. it, who £5 Light, and in him 
t04.1.1Tim.6.26. is no Darkneſs at all; for he 
Zames 1. 17. covereth himſelf with Light, | | 
| as with a Garment; and} : 


awelieth is that Light which is unacceſſible which 
| 9 
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mo inortal Eye can approach mnto, he 5 the Fa- 
ther of Lights and; therefore hath he given a 
Meaſure of his own Divine Light, to all Man- 
kind, to reveal himſelf unto them; that ſo 
they may know ſubſtantial!» 1Vhar he zs, and 
not worſhip him as the Vkrown God: And 
this knowledge of himſelf the Father is pleaſed 
to diſpence *o Men, in and throngh the Son of 
his Love, Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord ; who #« come 
a Light intothe World as himſclt teſtified, fohn 
12. 46. I am come a Light into the World( faith 
Chriſt ) that whoſoever believeth in me, ſhould 


_ not abide in Darhneſ5. And theretore [ believe, 


and am well aſſured, this is the one Faith, 
whereinto many thouſands by the Lord have 
been gathered, viz. That the God of all Grace 
hath fent his Son into the World, a free Gift 
untothe World; and hath given a Meaſure of 
his Light and Spirit, to manifeſt and reveal him 
unto all men: Thus hath his univerſal Love 
gnd free Grace appeared. For though God 
made Man pyre and i»ncexrt, yet Satan and 
diſobedient Man hath marred that Creation: 
the Beginning God created Man in bis own Image, 
i» the Image of God created he him, as weread - 
Gen. 1. 27. But Man ſoon defaced and ſtained 
this glorious. Stamp, and by vielding to the 
Tempter, weat out from his frft Nature, 2nd 
ſo hs Beauty was turned into Deformity / } 
:ncan ) that Beauty of his inward Man, wicre- 
H 2 ar 
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in the Image of God ſtood, in which he had 

Communion and Fcllowſhip with his Maker ; 

through Diſobcdience this was loft, and ſo man 

came to be without God in the World, being 
alienated from titat Divine Life, Light, Love, 
Grace, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Power, Holinc(s, 
Virtue:, Purity, Innocency, wherewith the 
Lord inveſted him at the firſt in perfcct Beauty: 
but. man going out from that firſt Divine Na- 
ture and Seed, in which he flood before Tranſ- 
orefſion, hcre was his fall and Degeneration, 
and {o he came by that unexpreſſible Loſs of 


now the Lord being angry with him, he had 
no Power to do any thing to appeaſe him; 
the Garment of his Innocency being loſt, their 
Fip-lea! Apfons could not hide their ſhameful 
Nakedneſs from the Lord; which he ſeeing, 
and taking notice of,compaſſonatly made them 
Coats ot Skin tor their cloathing; and then he 
drove them out of the Garden of Eqdes: So 
here man was put ovt of the Paradiſe of God 
for cating of the forbidden Fruit of the Tree 

of Knowledge, and Cherubims placed at the 
Dio of aſt _ of -q Garden with a Flaming Sword, 
gpRzAavhich turned every way to keep the Way of 
= the Tree of Life, 8 _ be ay the third 
Chapter of Geyeſis at large, Thus man being 
drove from the preſence of the Lord, Death 
came over his Soul; though he lived outward- 
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ſy, yet did he dye as to that Inward Principle 
of Divine Life and Virtue which once he en- 
joyed, and fo the Threatning was tulflled 
which the Lord had ſaid, Jn the Day thoy 
eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely Dye : Here Man 
and Woman having tranſgreſſed the Royal Law 
; of God, by breaking ot his holy Command- 
1. ment, in eating of the Tree whereof he com- 
manded them, ſaying, Ye ſhall not Zat thereef, 
4 by this they came to be ſeparates from hint: 
| So it was Sin that made the Separation, and 


j it is Sin which makes the Separation : For Man 
and Woman in their Primitive ſtate ( wherein 
þ they were created ) were Good, as tne reſt of 
| the Creatures of God; for 'tis written, Gead 
| ſaw every thing which he had made, and behold 


it was very good: and God lefled Man and 
Woman, and they were in Fur with him, 
till they. became (ubj:& ro Vanity-®y_rcaſon 
of that falſe Hope which the Serpent ſuggeſted 
to them; they hoped to have been as Gods, 
Good and Evil; but by going cut of God's 
Counſel, they became corrupted by the Evil 
one; and being joyn'd to the Serpentine Seed, 
they were alicnated from God: to that had 
not the Lord, out ot his unmea{urable 
Loving-kindneſs and Compaſſon, opened a 
Way ro reſtore them, they mult have pe- - 
riſhed in this Deplorable Condition. | 
And this Way of Reftoraticn was by Chriſt, 
H 3 the 
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the Light, the Seed, the Saviour; for he, of 
whom God faid unto the Serpent, / will put 
Enmity between thee and the Woman, and be- 
zween thy Seed and her Seed; it ſhall wa thy 
Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe hes Heel; He it 
was who was to be the Saviour of the World: 
So that now, conſidering the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Adam, as they are to be found in the 
Fall and Degeneration, having all ſinned and 
come ſhort of the Glory of God herein (Iſay) 
hath his univerſal Love and free Grace appear- 
cd, to wit, in giving of his Son to be a Savi- 
our unto them, as ſaith the Apoſtle fohn; 1» 
this was manifeſt the Love of God towards ws, 
becauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into 
the World, that we might live throupb him, 
1 Epiſt, 4. 9. And that he was ſent to the 
whole World, ſee what on the Evangeliſt 
faith, Chap. 3. 16. For God ſo lovea the 
rorid, that he gave his only begotten Son Mark | 
that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, 
but have Everlaſting Life : To which the Apo- 
ſle teſtifies, 1 fohn 2. 2. ſaying, He is the Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins, and not for ours only, but 
alſo for the Sins of the whole World. 

This was the free Gift of the Father , that 
the Son of his Boſome ſhould take Fleſh upon 
him, come into the World, and lay down his 
Lite for poor ſinners; for he came from God, 
and went to God again: So that though he 

laid 


Jaid down his Life of himſelf, having Power, 
and being willing ſo to ſuffer, according as 


*tis written 7orn 10, 18. Yet himlelf alſo ſaid, 


That his Body was prepared of his Father, Heb. 
Io. 5. In which Body he did the will of him 
that fent him « Zo, I come to do thy Will, O God, 
( faith he ) for 4 Body haſt thou prepared me. 
Who now that rightly conſiders this Diſpenſa- 
tion of favour, but muſt needs cry out, Oh 
the Height” and Depth, and Breadth and 
Length of the Love of God, and of Jeſus 
Chritt our Saviour, who took not on him the 
Natureof Angels, bur rook on him the Secd of 
Abraham, and was made in every thing like un- 
to us( only without Sin ) that he might rcſtore 
Fallen man : Which thing I know will readily 


be granted; but 'tis the extent hereof that _ 


ſome would have limitted; affirming, That 
Chriſt dycd for a certain definite number, and 
not for the whole Lump of mankind, one as 
well as another: Nay, they (peak as if none 
had any benefit by, no nor ſo much as the Re- 
velation of Chriſt ( this Gifrof God ) whomts 
knows Eternal Life ., but thoſe who have the 
outward Letter of the Scripture : Yet dol be- 


lieve, and ſo do thouſands more, whom the _ 


{.crd hath called ( viz. ) That 
the Father of Lights, and God James I. 17+ 
of che Spirits, ot all Fleſh,hath MNamb. 15.22. 
S:'ven a meaſure of his own Di- | 

H- 4 vine 
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vine Light and Spirit utito all the Children of 


men, to maaifeſt and reveal the Appearance 


* Note, 
That 1 do net ſay 
Perſonally ( as ſome 
frageſt concerning 
5 as if we believe 
that very body of 
Chriſt 5 in us, that 
TA hanged #pon the 
Croſs which were 
Fooliſh as well as 
Falſe to aſſert ) but 
Spiritnally ; as he ss 


the Word of God, 


the Wiſaom of God, 
the Power of God; 
fo he dwells inevery 
Chriſtians Heart : 
And ſo he dwells in 
us, by which Power 
he compleat!y ſantti- 


eth us. 


of his Son in them * who. 


is that ſame Saviour which 
ſhed his Blood for us, 
that he might waſh us and 
cleanſe us from our Sins; 
and was offered upon the 
Croſs, not only as a Pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice, to 
make Reconciliation fer 
the Tranſgrefſors; bur 
that by his once offering 
up of himſelf, he might 
bring 1n everlaſting Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Perfect tor- 
ever them that are Sanctt- 
fied; anda meaſure(l ſay) 
of this his Power ( which 
is Light ) God hath placed 
in every Perſons Heart, 
in order to their Sanctifi- 
cation, as they ſhall be 
ſubject ro this his appeat * 
ance in them. | 


True indeed , all are Santified and made 
Perfe& by him; althongh this was the end of 
his coming (that he might finiſh Tranſgreſſion, 
and make an end of Sin ) and this Was the wilt 
of the Father in ſendinghim, to wit our thorow 


SanCtt« 


i 
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Sanctification ) bur this is not becauſe all have 
nor a knowledge and manifeſtation ot his Light 
( or Spiritual appearance ofhim )in themſelves; 
bur becauſeall do not believe in, and obey this 
his Appearance, Now that people may attain 
to what Knowledge may be had of God , by 
the inward maniteſtation of the Light of his 
Son ( which is a meaſure of his Spirit ) in their 
Hearts; this is clearly proved by the Apoſtle, 
Rom. 1. 19. That which may be known of God 
( faith he ) & maniſcſt in men, for God hath 


fſhewea it unto them. For the Lord of the whole 


Earth, who is the Preſerver , of men, he is 
impartial in his Love to all Markiad; not only 
co them in Chriſtendom ( ſo called ) who have the 
Scriptures amogt them, but his Loves ez tznded 
unto all Peopic, im ove Land as well as ano- 
therz for his Spirit is not inſeparable fromthe 
Scriptures ( as {ſome {uppolſe ) Yet would | nor 
be thought tro undervatue the Scriptures any 
whit; for I have very venerable thoughts of 
them and a Reverential eſtecem for them, - as 
being Holy Writings: But I dare not confine all 


means for mans Salvarion 1n them; becauſe 


the Lord hath not confined himſcif to them, 
bur hath left himſelf a Witneſs in every Con- 
ſcience; which Witneſs is 4 Spiritual manifeſta- 
tion of his Sen, the Saviour of the World: 
And this the Scriptures pientifuliy declare of, 
wnoh foretimes they c:ilrhe ord, the Laws 
the 
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the Grace, the Spirit of God; at other times 
they call it, the Light of eſa, the New Cove- 
vant, a Light to Lighten the Gentiles, a Rod, a 
Staff, a Shepherds Crook, the Word nigh is the 
Heart and in the Month, the Sure Word of Pro- 
phecy, the manifeſtation of the Spirit ; a Shield, 
a Buckler, a flrong Tower, the Armour of Righ- 
teonſneſs: All winch are one in-Nature, tho 
diverſly expreſt, according to its diſtinct Ope- 
rations in the Soul, as the Creature ſtandeth 
in need; ſometimes to lighten its Darkneſs; 
at other times to lead it in the way of Holi- 
neſs: one while i: Inſtructs ; another while it 
CorrecGts: ſometimes it Counſels ; other timcs 
it Conſolates: and as its Counſel is heeded , 
and the Soul guided by it, it preſerves and 
defends in all exigencies and ſtraightsz But I 
paſs over its ſpecial uſe, intending toſhew that 
in another place; only here may be ſeen the 
great condeſcention and matchleſs Love of him, 
who gives* unto all Life, and Breath, and be- 
ing; 1n that he hath ſent che Holy Ghoſt down 
from Heaven, with the Revelation of his Son 


Jeſus Chriſt, in the Hearts of the Children of 


men , that whoſoever adhereth to the Spirit 
of his Son within them, may thereby know 
him not only as a Saviour and Redeemer; but 
alſo to he their S2viourand Redeemer 3 and that 
not only from the Puniſhment, but from the Pow- 
er and Dominion of Sin, by ſetting ofthem 

Free 
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Free from the bondage of Corruption, and 


bringing them into the glorious Liberty of his 
- own Children: But as for ſuch who will not 
/i believe this Principle of God, but inſtead of 
, owninS it as his Power unto Salvation , ſay it 
Is A Satanical ſuggeſtion ; and inſtead of own- 
| ing it to be of the Divine Nature of God or 
{| Chriſt, they call it the Dim Light of created 
| Natere, putting Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet 


BY 


©{ for Bitter, counting Darkneſs Light, and Light 


Darkneſs: ſuch may continve in their Bon- 
'| dageand Vaſſallage under the Prince and Power 
| of Darkneſs, in the blindneſs of thcir Minds, 
| kardreſs of their Hearts, and deadneſs of 
; their Sperits, notwithſtanding Freedom and Li- 
| berty, Life and Immortallity is brought to 
Light through the Goſpel; which it bath pleal- 
| ed the Father ſhould be Preached to every 
Creature, by his Son, Siows Neliverer, who 
's his own MeſJerger; ſee Rom. 11. 26. Mal. 
3-4 0 
| For this Principle of Light ( of which I now 
| write )*tis ſomething of the Nature and being 
| of God himſe'f, who as he is a Spirit, ſohets 
9 Lignt ( as you may read concerning him, Fohes 
4. 24. 1 fohn 1. 5. ) and therefore *ris by his 
| Light with which we are enitghtned : it pro- 
| ceedeth from him, he Þcing the Occan where- 
' in the fulneſs thereof is contained, tis from 
# ſim ( through his Son Clit Jeſus ) that we 
LES: | come 
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come to beenlightned' by the ſame : ſo *tis ina 
his Light that we ſee Light, even as the Na- | 
tural Sun cauſeth irs Beams to exrend to the 
Ends of the Earth ; ſo this Etcrnal Sox of Righ- vo 
teouſneſs, (who is the Ocean and Fountain 
of Divine, Spiricual Light ) cauſeth more or 


leſs of the ſtreams thereot ro deſcend into all ; 1 


immortal Soz/s upo: it. | ; 

Thus having ſhew'd, the Nature and Qua- 
lity, Original and Fountain of this bleſſed |: 
Principle; I come further to ſhew its uſe and - 
Extent, that ſo | may not only tell my Reagey | 


what it is, and whence it comes, but according |; 


to my Promiſe , write ſomething of What ir 4 
doth, and Whereto it leaas. F 
$. IV. Intne firſt place; It dayly Reproves Þ 
for Sin, even in all men, and excites to Hoh- + 
neſs, durivg the time of their Viſitation; 'tho 
*tis poſſible for men to fin themſelves into ſuch 
a ſtate ( by drinking in Iniquity , as the Ox | 
drinketh Water, when through cuſtom to {in- } 
nins, their Conſcicuces become ſcared as with | 
an Hot-Iron } that this Principle of 5od may: j 
ceaſe ſtriving with them, and ſo theſe may vor þ 
when they do Evil; yet there is a Time n'? 
which this Principle of God doth ſtand as a- 
faithful Witneſs againſt all Unrighteouſnets 
end Ungodline(s in the Hearts of Menand vWo- 
men, and leads, draws, Moves and enclines 
their Minds to Righteouſneſs, ſecking to Lea. e 
veſt :| 
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* ven them ( as they yield thereunto ) into the 


* Nature of it ſelf; whereby an inward, thorow 


and real Redemption may be wrought in the 


»# Hearts of all Men, of what Kindred, Nation 
& orPeople whatſoever; notwithſtanding any 


; outward Benefit or Priviledge they may Provi- 


| l * dentially be deprived of, yet is the Lord (o 


Gracious as to diſpenſe ſuch a meaſure of his 
Grace, Power and Spirit unto all the Children 
of Men, to convince them of Sin, to Reprove 
them forit, and to Icad them out of it, that as 
they give up to the Operation thereofin them- ** 


8 | ſelves, it will thorowly fanCtifie and make 


them clean, 'and ſo prepare them, and make 
them meet for his heavenly Kingdom; yea, 
though they never had the Scriptures amongſt 
them, nor never heard Chriſt outwardly named 
ro them ( the Name of Chriſt being often put 
for the Power of Chriſt within ) as in. Mark, 
16. 17. Jn my Name ſhall they caſt out Devils, 
faith Chriſt of his Diſciples. Soin As 4. 7. 
The High Prieſts and Rulers asked Peter and 
{ou By what Power, or by what Name they 
ad maae the Impotent Man whole ? For that 
Name ot Chriſt which heals and ſaves, is his 
Power that: maketh free from Sin. Now who- 
ſo knowcth this Name of Jcſus to be given 
unto them, and effectually to have wrought 
in them, they can truly witneſs him to be the 
Arm of God's Salyation : However, wedo 


ſay, 


=y " 
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ſay, that the. Scriptures, in which we have a 'Þ 
 Dectaration of what Chrift hath done and 4 
ſuffered for us, thoſe do much Facilitate Sal- I 
vation through Faith in Chrift Jeſus; and there- i 


fore, they ought thankfully to be received by 
us, and born Witneſs'to, when-ever the Lord 


ſhall require us, ſo as that we may not be a- Þ 


ſhamed to own, nor afraid to confeſs him to : 
be our Saviour, who they make mention of, 


to have been put to Death in the Fleſh above 
Sixteen hundred Sixty y cars paſt, by the Hands -Þ 
of Sinners. For we do not believe that this , 


Light, Grace and Power of God, which is * 


{ufficient both to ſanCtifie and ſave, and able 4 
to give an inheritance among them that are |: 


ſanctified through Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus # 
C where Chriſt is outwardly named ) I ſay, $ 
We do not believe that this is given to any - 
without Chriſt ; but we dobelicve it to bethe 
Purchaſe and Benefit of his Death, who taſted 
Death for every man. And ſo we do frecly 
confeſs that all that is derived to us, to be in 
and by Chriſt Jeſus, as Mediator, unto whom 
we aſcribe all, acknowledging him to be our 
Head, in whom all fulneſs dwells. So that this 
Lioht, with which all men are in ſome meaſyre 
enlightned of God, *tis no other but a mcea- 
ſnare of that Divine Fulneſs that dwelt in 
the Son of his Love when he was here on 
Earth, and now dwellicth in him, fincehe is 
aſcended 
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aſcended up to Heaven, where he was before, 


whence he deſcends the ſtreams thereof, into 
the Hearts of all the Children of Men, in order 
to bring them out of the Fall in the Firft 4dam, 
and to redeem them up unto himſelf, the 
Second Adam; that as they have born the 
Image of the Earthly, ſo they may bear 
the Image of the Heavenly, and be reſtored 
unto that Grace and Favour of God again, 
which by Tranſpreſſions they are fallen from. 
But Firf, Let me tell thee, whoever thou 
art that reads me, this effeCtual Operation of 
the Spirit ( or Principle of God within )is nor, 
nor cannot be known without a being centred 
down into the ſame: For this I ſpeak from 
Good Experience , the Spirit's firft work is, 
to convince of Sin ( before it effect a Reſtora- 
tion ) and this it doth, even in all( though all 
do not regard it ) it doth firſt ſhew them what 
is Evil, aad then it Reproves them when they 
do Evil; which Reproofs if they be deſpiſed, 
cauſe the fierce Anger of the Lord to be 
kindled; and ſuch as deſpiſe Wiſdoms Re- 
proofs, which are the Way of Life, while 
they are fo doing, they are treaſuring up to 
themſelves Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, 
and Revelation of the Righteous Judgment of 
God: and as ever they would come to know 
Remiſkon of their Sins and enjoy Peace with 
the Lord,who is hereby juſtiy encenſed og009 
16m 
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them they muſt ſubmit to bear Indignation 
againſt them, that ſo they may be redeemed 
through Judgment, and brought to unfeigned 
Repentance 3 and then, and not till then, ſhall 
they know a Blotting our of their Tranſgreſſi- 
ons, according as *tis written, As 3. 19.But 
(I ſay) before Remiſſion of Sins comes to be 
known, there muſt be a centring down into the 
Manifeſtation of the Spirit of God within, 
which will bring down every exalted Imagi- 


_ nation, and every high Thing, and lay it Low, 
_ even to the Ground; that ſo every Thought 


may be brought into ſubjeCtion to Jeſus 
Chriſt : And here comes the Terrors of the 


. -- Lord to be known, which cauſeth Fear and 


Trembling; now doth the Soul exceedingly 
Fear and Quake under the Senſe of the juſt 
Wrath of the Almighty, who is of purer Eyes 
then to behold\[niquity, and whoſe Jealoulic 
burns like Fire, and will ſo do till it have con- 
ſumed the Stubble that it meets with in the 
Heart of the Sinner : For he that long offercd 
himſelf as a Guide, is row become a judge 
in the Conſcience of this Creature; and his 
juſt Judgment againſt all Unrighteouſneſs muſt 
be accompliſhed. True indeed, the Opera- 
tion of the Word of his Power { by which he 


judgeth )is diverſly felt and experienced: In 


ſome *tis as a Hammer, to break rhe Rocks 
in junder : In othcrs*tis as « Fire to melt down 
the 


at ” 
F » 
# . z Cn. = 
» 
+07 
* 
* 


Concerning the Principle of Trath. 113 
the Drols, and ſeparate :it from the Silver: 
In all *tis as a Sword to divide Sin & their Souls 
aſunder;yca it divideth between the Soul & that 
ſinful Spirit, which hath got into it and defiled it. 
Thus the Lord deals with his Creatures, as 
the. matter doth require; he conſiders their 
Nature and Temper: and Jays no more up- 
on them then he gives them ſtrength to bear : 
For he knoweth our frame, he remembreth 
that we are but Duſt; therefore he doth nor 
retain his Anger for evcr, leſt our Spirits 
ſhould fail before his, and the Souls which 
he hath made us: However, all that have 
ſinned muſt know a Time of Sorrow ; yea, even 
ſuch who have not ſo rebelliouſly deſpiſed. his 
Counſel, and lighted his Reproofs, and caſf 


his Law behind their Backs ( as-ſome there 


are Which have yet inaſmuch: as they . have 
at any time not hearkned unto his holy Spirit 
within them, his Judgments will-overtake them; 


_ and in Righteouſneſs will heplead with them 3 


and then] know, former things will:come into 


. their Minds, 


This I write, as one having aiallid the 


. Spirit to be oiven for a Remembrancer,which 
was faithfully promiſed by the. Lord Jeſus, 
7oby 14. 26. even that Spiriz of Truth, which 
he told, his Diſciples, -t ſhould bring all things 
:0 their | Remenibrance ; and ſo* indeed it doth 
call back things that are paſt, ayd.ſec them in 

[ order 
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order before us, judging and condemning of 
us for what we nave done amiſs: And now a 


Remnant having heard that ( in our Hearts ) 
that hath told us all things that ever we did, 


we know this to be the Voice of Chriſt ; yea, 
the ſpiritual appearance of the Chriſt of God. 


For this was he, who ſaw us under the Fig-Tree | 


{ when we had nothing but leaves to cover us ) 
although we ſaw him not, yet did he fend and 
call vs to himſelf, that he might cover us 
with his own Spirit, which when we came to 
be covered with, we then ſaw who it was that 
caſt the skirt of his Love over us, and ſaid 
unto us, when we were polluted in our Blood, 
Live: And then was the time of his Love, 
even when he ſtood at the Door of our Hearts 

and knockt, that he might be entertained by 
us; yea, and ſometimes in the filence of the 
Night hath he broken in upon us 3 I know it 
in my own particular, when no Creature hath 
been near, this Inviſible Oracle hath ſecretly 
commnded with me, reproving of me, where- 
in Ihaddone amiſs; and ſhewing me what was 
right in his fight; And at other times in Com- 
pany, thus would the Lord cauſe his Voice to 
ſound in my Heart [ THE CUSTOMS OF 
THE PEOPLE AREYFAIN] by which 1 
was brought off from many of thoſe Vanities 
which before I had ſpent Time in; and thatby 


the Witneſs of God in my own Conſcience, | 


which 
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which teſtified againſt the ſame 3 although then 
I did not underitand what it was that did fo 
reſtrain me from ſin: but now I know it was 
the Lord that pgirded me , though I knew hin 
not. For] well remember, when 1 have been 
uſing the Common Language of our Country 
( eſpecially if after the now moſt uſual train ) 
this Teſtimony trom God 
would ariſe in my Heart Yet Truth doth al- 
againſt it, viz. | [will re- low of a Property in 
turn unto my People a pure ſpeech which may be 
Language | Whereby I par intoa gecent Stiles 
was reproved in my ſelf although it admits. 
tor uſing Flattering Speech mot of giving flatser- 
( though ſuch, as was,and ing Titles to men: 
is accounted of by many RKRead Elihu, hs ac- 
to be but Civil Language, knowledgment , Job 
or ,cxpreſſions of Com- 32. 21, 22. 
mon Civility to Perſons 
according to their Quali- | | 
ty ) in Which I had ſuch a Care to keep with- 
n the Bounds of Verity, that I dare aſſert, I 


did ftere as near the compaſs of Truth-ſpeak- 


ing, as the Nature of ſuch Speech would couch. 
Bur fince it hath pleaſed the Lord by the inſhi- 
ning of his heavenly Light in my Conſcience, to 
letmeſce clearly into the Falſhood and Folly of 
thiscorrupted courteſie - 1 do not only Conſ(ci- 
entionfly,but Voluntarily decline the uſing ſuch 
Flattering Speech; notwithſtanſting, I know 'tis 
I 2 ro 
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to cxpoſe my ſelf to becenſur'd by ſome,asa Per: 
ſon Unaccompliſhed, Unmannerly and Ill Bred. 

Praiſed be his Powertul Name , who hath 
made me willingly Renounce both giving and 
receiving that Honour that cometh trom Man, 
that ſa 1 might. partake of that Honour which 
proceedeth from himſelf alone: For this is the 
Honour which all the Faithful in Heart chiefly e- 
keemitbeing the unbelieving who ſeekthe praiſe 
of,& Honour from men: W hich made Chriſt ay 


to ſome of Old, How can ne believe who receive 


Haenour one of another, and ſeek not the Honour 
that cometh from Gog only? John 5. 44, Yet 


© "notwithſtanding this , Chriſt did then require 


his Diſciples to render Honour to whom Ho- 
nour, and Fear to whom Fear, which Requi- 
ring of his, all his true Followers ( in their Re- 
ipeCtive places ) are at this Time careful ro an- 
\ ſwer how uncivil ſoever accounted by the 
World 3 yet have they learnt Goſpel-Atamners, 
which is, to give the Right Hand of Fellow- 
ſhip to whom it doth belong; in Honour Pre- 


terring one another, Each Eſteeming other bet- 


ter then themſelves. BS 
And Now, I ſay, it was by this Principle 


of Divine Light ( which Gad hath placed in. 


my Heart) by which he pleaded with me in 
Days paſt, even when I knew him not ; that 
is, I knew not that it was the immediate Act 


of his own Power and Spirit though I felt ſuch. 
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a Force in it, that as I did in the leaſt yield 
thereunto ( muſt confeſs ) I was overcome by . 
it, but ſtill it was as | was fubje& and obedt- 
ent to his Power; for I cannot ſay, The Lord 
wrought in an irreſiſtible mazner ; although I 
know aad do declare, it was he who did ſub- 
ject me, and mide me willing in the Day of 
his Power : and tEus being prepared by him, 
then did he ſend his Spirit to convince me both 
of Righteouſneſs and of Judgment, as well as 
Sin; yea, to convince me of that Righteouſ- 
neſs and Religious Way of Worſhip, which'I 
formerly walked in; whereby he let me feeit 
was but a humane Righteouſneſs, and an in- 
vented traditional Worſhip, ſet up by the: 
Will, and performed in the Spirit of Man, -and 
derived to me by outward Inftruction and Edu- 
cation; ſo that I had a Form which the Pov-: 
er did not attend, for want of having regard 
to the Movings and Gnidance of Gods own 
Spirit, in which alone he delights to be 
worfhipped : and therefore is b& ſtriving by 
this his Spirit in the Hcarrs of the Children of 
Men, to bring them out of all Forms. of hu- 
mane eſtabliſhing, that they may worſhip him 
in Spirit aridy iv Fruth, and ferve him in the 
Goſpel of his Son, that fo they may be acccpt- 
ed through him: yet I do acknowledge, that 
while I faw no farther, and did fincercly ſerve 
the Lord in the Way which I walked in before 

x [ 3 "hoping 
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C hoping 1: might be right, becauſe refarm'd m 
any things to what (ome other Wayes of Wor- 
ſhip are )the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed often 
to adminiſter ſome Comtort and refreſhment to 
my Soul, through the miniſtration I then fate 
under : and in hke manner I do believe his 
Dealjngs are with all the Upright-hearted , 
who are ſeeking atter him in the divers Wayes 
of Worſhip; Which if they continue ſecking 
him in the Integrity of their Spirits, I doubc 
not but he will ſeek them out ( for his Seed's 
ſake) and in due time bring them to the Monn- 
gain of his Holineſs, where:his dwelling is : For 
this was Chriſts Promiſe, John 10. 16. Other 
. Sheep have I, which are not of this Fold, them 
alfoe ſaith he ) will [ bring, and there ſball be 
oe Sheepfola and one Snepherd over them: And 
when Chriſt comes ro told them upon his holy 
Mountain which Mountain is within ) then will 
they walk inthe Foot-ſteps of the Flocks of his 
Companions, and know. a lying down where he 
makes ts flocks to Reſt at noon : but firit they 
muſt cometo knowa paſhng through Judgment, 
and their Works muſt be burat ( and they 
| ſuffer Loſs ) becauſe the Lard of Hoſts hath 
ſaid, Zion ſaal be redeemed with 7 #dgment, and 
her Converts with Righteouſneſs, (ſi. 1. 27. 
And Chriſt {aid, 7 lead in the Way »f Righteonſ- 
neſs, in the midſt of the Paths of Fudgment,Prov. 
8. 20. And the Spirit of Chriſt was promiſed 
| to 
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to convince the World of Sin, of Righteouſneſs 
and of Judgment, ohy 16. 8. By which the 
Spirit and Prince of this World ſhould be judg- 
ed, and he caſt out of his Throne in the Hearts 
of the Children of Men, whereby every one, 
who comes to experience Gods Righteous Judg- 
ments( in themſelyes ) to be brought forth unto 
Victory 3 ſuch may alſo witneſs an Overcoming 
. of the Prince & Power of Darkneſs, through the 
Spiritual Strength of this Son of Rightcovineſs : 
howbeit, while theſe two Spirits are ftriving 
togecher the Soul cannot but be ſenſible of an 
Hour of Sorrow; I ſurely know , that 
Day is a Day of Mourning, of Weeping and 
of Lamentation , when Z'os ſits ſolitary with 
hcr Tears upon her cheeks, clad in Sack cloth, 
covered with Aſhes (in a ſpiritual ſenſe ) fear- 
ing and quaking exceedingly before the Lord, 
and trembling in her ſclf, becauſe of his fierce 
Wrath and juſt Indignation, that burns as a 
fiery Oven againſt Sin: Oh! then *tis a Time 
of Heavineſs and of great Sadneſs with the 
- Soul, ſleep departing from the Eyes, and ſlumber 
from the Eye-lids, becauſe 
of Grief in the Night ſeaſon; fer. 30. 7. 
it being truly the Time of 
Zacob's Trouble, even the time when the Seed 
of 7acob is travelling to bring torth z and there- 
fore doth that Dragon, the Devil ( as in the 
General, ſo in the Particular ) ſeck to deitroy 
I 4 this 


& 
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this Birth, he is not willing this holy Off-ſpring 
ſhould be born, and therefore doth he raile 
Wars without and Fears within, ftirring up the 
Wicked to revile and ſmite with the tongue 3 
and cauſing cutting Calumnies and ſharp Cen- 
ſures to come trom more Sober hands, hereby 
intending to encreaſe the Commotions which 
are within, by threanting the Soul with this, 
that now it muſt expect to be reproached with 
the Reproaches of men. Thus the Evil Onein 
this time of ſore Conflict, ſeeks to aggravate 
the SouPs Grief; and what he cannot do by 
{ftorm he will attempt by Terror, ſecretly ftriv- 
ing to make the Soul impatient under its Exer- 
Ciſe,thereby to drive it into Deſpair. But though 
it bea Dayoftryal( in which every ones Work 
muſt be tryed as by Fire ) and of fore Excrcile 
with the Creature, yet is there a ſecret Hope 
Heth hid under all this, which is. as an Anchor 
to the Soul, ſure -and ſtedfaſt, founded upon 
that Rock which. endures for ever; and this 
bears it up above thoſe Floods of Perſecution 
whiico tt: Dragon ſpues out of his mouth to 
drown that heavenly Birth that the Power of 
Godis briaging forth within; which when it is 
brought ivith and comes to have the Govern” 
ment in the Sou], it muſt, ſha!l and will Reign 
over Death, Darkneſs, Sin and Corruptt- 
on, and all the Powers of Hell and the Devil. 
I would have none think ſtrange. of what I 


have | 


, 
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have writ concerning this Thing,though I know 
"tis a Myſtery to the Natural Underſtanding 
of the wiſeſt of the Children of Men ; and there- 
fore ſince Paxl was called a Babler, tor preach- 
ing ſuch ſtrange Doctrine to the Sroick Philoſa- 
phers, ACts, 17. 18. I can expect no better 
trom ſome, but to be counted a Non-ſenfical 
Scribler, for writing of the fame; but this 1 am 
content to bear, knowing in my ſelf I had no 
Previous [nteitions toamuſe my Reader; but 
having undertaken to deſcribe (in meaſure ) 
the extent of this powerful Principle of God, 
placed in the Confciences of his Creatures, fol- 
lowing the Foot-ſteps thereof tor my Guide 
in this Matter: Beforc I can attain to the end. 
of my Journey, Iam neceflarily brought hither, 
and as] ſtand here, I ſee by the Light of this 
Spiritual Pillar of Fire, that though the Sea, 
with the Waves thereof Roar, yet is there a 
Way for the raniomed of the Lord to paſs over; 
and this Way is Chriſt, the Light, the Lamb, 


' the Grace, the Gift of God, given by the Father 


to bring out of the Fall c which all Mankind are 
inby Nature )that whoſoever believeth in him, 
layeth hold on him, and continueth to be led 
by him, ſhould be brought into Feilowſhip 
with himſelf, and abide therein forever; and 


| this fame is he, who leads in the midſt of the 


Paths of Judgment, and through the many. 


Exerciſes that I have becn writing of, before he 


brings 
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brings tothe Banks of Salvation, & puts ſongs 
of Deliverance into our Mouths, whereby we 
can fing of the Mercies of the Lord : And thus 
having brought out of ſpiritual «4:gypr's Land, 
and cauſed to drink deep of the River of Judg- 
ment, he then brings to $hi/oh's Brook, and 
giveth to drink of the Waters of Retreſhment : 
So *tis the ſame Hand that wounded which 


healeth; and that Arm which broke us doth. 


- now bind us up the ſame Power which killed, 
reviveth; and he who once cauſed grief, now giv- 
cth Songs inthe Night, 4d 
Iſa. 61. 3. appointethtoZion's Mourners, 
Beauty for Aſhes, the Ol of 


. . joy for Mourning, and a Garment of Praiſes for 


the Spirit of Heavineſs; and who will in due 
time bring all his true ſpiritual 7/-gel out of 
the Waſt Howling Wilderneſs, into a Land of 
Everlaſting Refs. 

Thus it appears. that the Light of Jeſus in the 
Conſcience is no Natural Inſufficient Thing ( as 
ſome have ſought torender it ) being ſomething 
of God placed in every Man, to witneſs againſt 
all fin, convincing and reproving for that which 
's Evil; contrary-wiſe, prompting, exciting 
and inciining to that which is good: fo that as 
many as yieid to the Motives of ir, it is ſuffici- 
ent, not only to condemn and to deftroy, but 
aiſo to juſtifie and ſave; being a meaſureof the 


Living Omnipotert Power of that One Law- | 


giver, 
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giver, Who is able to fave, as wellas to de- 
ftroy : ſe fames 4. 12 which power is Chriſt, 
as ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 1. 23, 24. We 
preach Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews a Stum- 
bling Brock, and nnto the Greeks Fooliſhneſs ; 
b:t nnto them that are Called, both Jews and 
| Greeks, Chriſt the Power of God, and the Wiſ- 
' domof God; who as he was once maniteft inthe 
| Fleſh, fo now is he manifcſt in Spirit, to be 
that Coverant of Light, which the Father pro- 
. miſed by the Mouth of his holy Prophet, 1/a. 
' 42.6, And this Lighr, Power and Arm is ( in 
' meaſure ) extended and reached forth, at one 
time or other, unto all people, for the gather- 
ing unto him, in whom the Election ſtands; 
{ that (o as many as obey his Call, in yielding 
themſelves to be gathered by this gathering Arm, 
may make their EleQtion, and conſequently, 
their Salvation ſure in him: 
| For this is he who would Luke 19. 44. 
have gathered fersſalem, 
| and ſaved her from that Ruin and Deſtruction 
which atterwards came upon her, becauſe ſhe 
knew not the time of her Viſitation : *Tis rhe 
very ſame Jeſus, and no other, whom we be- 
lievein for our Saviour, who by his ſpiritt.l 
Appearance in the Hearts of the Children of 
men, gives Light, gives Life, gives Power and 
Victory over fin ( to as many as follow the lead- 
_ liagsand Guidance of this Immaculate Lamb 
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for "tis given to the Lamb and his Followers to ls 
overcome; and who ſo overcometh ſhall fit down ) | 

with the Lamb on his Throne, and live and riegn _ 
with him forrevermore, Rev.3.21.& 12.11.Even.,. 
the (ame which was with his 

Atts 7. 38. Charch in the Wilderneſs,be-- 
1 Cor. 10. 4. ing that Spiritual Rock that | 
Rev. 22. 13. followed them, of which they | + 
Dan. 7. 13, 14. drank by the way, and were re- | 

Mich, 5- 2: freſbed in him, who is the Rock, | 
of Ares, the Alpha ava Ome- oe 
64. the Beginning and the End,the Firſt and the | $ 
Laft ; the Antient of Days, whoſe Dominion is an | t 
Everlaſting Dominion, which ſhall uot paſs away; ' 
and his Kingaom, that which ſhall not be deſtroyed, 7 tl 
* whoſe goings forth have been from of Old, from \' A 
Everlaſting. For he is the K 
1 Tim. 6. 15, 16. bleſſed, and only - Potentate i a 
King of Kings, and Lord of | K 
Lords; who only hath Immuartality and Eternal | hc 
Life; to whom be Glory and Honour, Do- | th 
minion and Power, henceforth and forever. | th 
Here now ye have a Deſctiption, and that þ hi: 
in Scripture DiaJect,concerning the Principle of | bc 
our Faith; ſomething I have writ as to the |. w| 
Nature of it, which, though at firſt it cauſeth | be 
5rief and brings in ſorrow upon the Soul, yet f cr 
dothrhis forrow work Repentance, never to | to 
be repented of; after which cometh reviving, |'is ' 
fo that it was truly ſaid, Though Weeping may en-'\ the 
aure ) ACC 
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to | 
” F Gor for a Night, yet oy com= 
»  eth in the Mornings for they Pſal. 30. 5. 
n.\ that ſow in Tears ſhall reap in Pſal. 126. Fs, 6. 
is } Joy hethat goeth forth Weep- 
e- Þ ing, bearing precious Seea, ſvall doubtleſs come 
it | again Rejoycing, bringing his Sheaves with him. 
#9 And ſuch ſhall ſurely ſay, 1» the Lord have we 
e- Righteouſneſs ayd flrength, for in the Lord 
ch | hall all the Seed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſpall 
e- | Glory (in him) notin Wiſdom, Wealth nor 
he | Strength, butin this; that they know him to be 
4 - rhe Lora, who exerci{eth Loving kinaneſs, 7 udg- 
'z wy aud Righteo»ſneſs in the Earth, as ſaith 
d, ® the Prophets, 1/a. 45. 24, 25- fer. 9. 23, 24- 
mn | And this is he whom we ac- 
he | knowledge to be our fudge Ifa. 33. 22, 
te i awd Law giver; yea, he 1so8r 
of | King, and he will ſave us; tor to this end hath 
al | heappeared by his Light in oor Hearts, and for. 
0- ; this end doth he appcar in the Hearts of all men, 
] that as many as bow down to the meaſure of 
at þ his Appearance in them, may thereby ſee and 
of | be enabled to torſake their Wayes and Doings, 
he | Which have not beengocd, whereby they may 
th | be ſaved from {1n; and by thejlame ſaving Pow- 
e&f f er and ſpirit jn their Hearts, come to be led in- 
to | to the Way of all Truth, which Way of Truck 
g, |'is Chrift, our Mediator and Intercefſor witty 
#-'| the Father, through whom man comes to be. 
re | accepted of God,. as he cometh into Ifim, in 
whom 
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whom alone the Father is well-pleaſed: for | 
*tis no other Jcſus, concerning whom 1 write, 
but the {amerhat was born of the Virgin, even | 
the Lord's Chriſt, who hath made himſelf 
known unto his Servants by ſuch Peculiar names, | 
as ſuited ihc pariicular Circumſtanccs of their | 
Souls, and accordirg to their ſeveral Experi- |: 
ences of him ſothey reported concerning him; | 
Iſaiah teicribes him to be as the Shadow of a great 
Rock in a weary Land, a Refuge from the Heart, |. 
a Covert from Rain and from Storms, Chap. 4. 
Verſ. 6. and Chap. 32. 2. Again, he ſpake of 
his being :0 tis People, as 4 place of broad Ri- 
vers ana Streams, Chap. 33. 21. David calls 
him,The Shepherd of \ſracl, which leadeth Joſeph 
like & Flock, Pſal. 80. 1. Healſo calls him, The 
Watchman of Iſrael], who neither ſlumbersth nor 
ſleeps, Pal. 121. 4. Pan! ſpeaks of his being 
our Hig/-Prieſt, yea, a Prieft forever, after | 
the Order of Melchizedeck, Heb. 5. 6. And | 
likewiſe calls him the Mimfter of the San&tnary | 
and of the true T abernacle which God hath pitched, 
chap. 8. 2. 

Fohn the Evangeliſt calls him The true Light 
that lighteth every man that cometh into the World, 
John 1. 9. The other Fohn( or Fohn the Divine ) 
ſaith, Thes ts he which was, and is, and is to come, 
Rev. 1. 8. And now fince he is come toa Rem- 

- nant, and they have believed in his Light as 
manifeſt in them; they are not any = 
F729 eſs, 


Fo 
WA ogg '@ -- —- : 


— 


; F A 
Concerniug the Principle of Truth. * 127 
feſs, that in the mind which gives a diſcovery 
of Sin, to be the Power of God, the Appear- 
ance of Jeſus, and that Light of the Lamb, 
which the Nations of them that are ſaved muſt 
and ſhall walk forever in ( according to Rev.21, 
23, 24. ) Neither is this any new Doctrine, 
Opinion or Principle, other then that which 
Abel, Seth, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Iſaac 
and Jacob, with all the holy Patriarchs of Old 
were led and guided by, inthings relating both 
to Faith, Life and Worſhip: For what elſe 
could be a Rule untothem, in matters of Salva- 
tion, but this divine Principle; when as th 

had no written Laws nor Ordinances m— 
them? which Principleis Chriſt, the Light and 
Leader of his People, in all Ages of the World ; 
who is one in all, never was divided, though 
variouſly deſcribed ; being the ſame, who by 
his Light ſheweth unto the Wicked, and con- 
demns them for the Vanity of their Thoughts ; 
who alſo by the ſame Spirit comforts and con- 
ſolates his Peoples Hearts, that ſo as many as 
whoſe minds are turned to this Light of Jeſus, 
and ſtayed in it, though it be but ſmall in its 
firſt appearance, yer ſhall they ſee a growth and 
increaſe of it, | ; 
Thus Reader, have I ( according to the Gift 
communicated to me, from the Diſpenſation 
of the Moſt-hich ) deſcribed what the Principle 
of Truth is; which is perfect in it ſelf, and 
tends 
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tends to the PerfeCting of thoſe that are gathexed 
anto it. 

And now my former Familiars, Acquain- 
tance and Kindred in the fleſh, and ail others 
to whom this may come, hereby I invite you 
all to turn in hither, even into the ſecret of your 
own Souls, to that which there reproves you 
for your Sins, witneſſing for God againſt all 
Uncighteouſneſs of men, both in Thought, 
Words and Action, ſtriving in their Hearts 
to turn them fromthe Evil of their Wayes, and 
from the Vanity of their Converſations, to 
walk in the newneſs of Life, that ſo they may 
be redeemed and reſtored out of their fallen 
ftate of Degeneration, into the Image of God 
again, which hath been loſt through Tranſgreſ- 
ſion. 

O turn in, turn in, I ſay, before it be too 
late, left you at laſt cry with them ſpoken of 
in Feremiah $8. 20. The Harveſt is paſt, the 


Summer 1s ended, axd we are not ſaved: Work 


while it is Day while the Candle of the Lord 
{ſhinech in your Tabernacie, be you workers 
together with Godzfor the Night cometh where- 
inno man can Work; and who can cell how 
{ſoon the Sun of Righteouſneſs may go down 
upon you, and the Light thereof obſcure it 
ſelffrom you: Therefore hear Inſtruction and 


. be wiſe, while the good Spirit of the Lord is 


nigh to teach you: ſeck ye the Lord while he | 


may 
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| for the gathering many People t&himfel before 
any i 


may be found, call ye up- 

on-him while he is near, and T/a. 55. 6: 
refuſe not to hearken- to his | 
heavenly Oracle in your Conſciences ( whereby 
under this his ſpiritual Difpenſation, he is plca\- 
ed to ſpeak unto the Children of men ) leſt he 
ſay by you, ashe ſaid by ſome of Old who re- 
garded not his Counſel, They ſball call upon me; 
bat 1 will not anfwer:; they ſhall ſech me early, 
butthey ſhall not find tne, Prov. 1. 25, 28. For 


| thatin the Conſcience which checks for Sin, and 


excites to Holineſs,” is the Voice of the Son of 
God, by whom in theſe laſt days: the Father 
{peakerh unto:us--Oh be ye perſwadedto heark- 
en diligently unto him: Hear, 414 your Souls 
foall true; and I will make an evertaſiing Cove- 
rant with yoy, ( ſaith the Lord ) even the ſure 


Mencies of David, iſa. 55. 3- And then yoo | 


wil come to\know that Faith: which, Jeſus is'the 
Author.of, which ſtands in the Power of God; 


| even that Power which inables torefiſt Temp- 


tatrons, and overcoine Sin, and to get Victory 


_ over the World, and: the Spirit of itz ſo will 


yolrwitneſsadying.unto Sin,.and a hving unto 
ighreouſmeſs; to: the praiſe. of .his:Grace,who 


is callmg of you ont-of Darkneſs into Light; 


that you may: be Holy inall manndet of Convet- 
ſation, SIR LE# © 3s 7 *7 
So riow ſince God's ſaving Arm is made bare 


yout 
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your Eyes; Beware therefore left that come 
upon you, which is ſpoken of in the Prophets, 
Behold you Deſpiſers, and Wonaer and Periſo ; 
for I work a Work in your days, which you ſhall in 
0 wiſe believe, though a man aeclare it wnto you. 
Read Ads 13. 40, 41. Ee 
But Friends, my Hearts deſire and Prayer to | 
God for you is, that you might be ſaved: And 
therefore have [ ( in the tender Bowels of his 
Love, which he hath ſhed abroad in my Heart 
by Jeſus Chriſt ) ſent this Invitation unto you, 
chatye all may make ready, and come to the 
Supper of the great God, who hath ſpread his 
M Table and prepared a Banquet for you, where- 
{*_---- of whoſoever will may cat and drinkabugdant- | 
ly, as long as the time of Viſitation is extended 

unto you: For this I write in the Openings of 
Life, and from the motion of the good Spirit of 
my God do I declare unto ye ( viz.) That 
none of ye were abſolutely excluded from E- 
ternity; well knowing that a meaſure of his 
Grace hathbeen freely tendred to every one of 
you: becauſe his Love extendeth Univerſally, 
and he is crying, Ho, every one that thirſteth | 
come ye to the Waters of Life: And he that hath | 
xo Money, come ye buy and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and Milk, withont Money and withent Price, 
Iſa--55. I. Here is free Grace indeed, - free/ 
Love indeed: O do you but yield your ſclves}| 
the SubjeRs:of bis Love, and he will ſct ”Þ 
| | | ouls 
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as thing, you chay find him to be near,w ich, 


comet he Þ P nciple of: Truth. 7 27. 
Souls at liberty, that Sin ſhall not have Do- 


minion. over » you, only obey his Voice, and 


he will ſoon. ſu ue your Enemiies for you, 
and remove:that Which letteth out of your way, 
and that you may know when the time of 'Vi- 
fitation is upon you; PI ll leave this mark with 

vu, even then when you feel the Son of God. 
Late, at the. q_0a, of Jourt Hearts, that, he 
may come in agd. Sup with you'; then | {: ay. 1s, 
the time, when the Year of Tubile is RA Lt 
ing to you, when thoſe which are i in Bondage 
may be ſet at, liberty ;. which if Fg "refyle. to; 
I5Pr, of; ang. will nor be er. free when. the, 

Year of Gods Sas is proclaimed. unto, you 


Ren ou par vin but that 
Epora Tu-Beh tier - will; obrain leave to Joe re; 
ygur Earsto pots of of bis D Hor and mak E, 
Kg Or 21K rever. Theref ore bow do! Wo; 
to Gods Power.in you, that be may comgigh: 
and ſet uo is. Judgment-l -ſeat'i in-cyery | Ps 
For For 7adgment,-(aith he,, ann 1 come, into 
Wl John 9. 39. Thar ſo after: you, "have Tele 
Righteops,, udgments..: fox every Hog 


juftifieh your Souls: and. that FM iarthge Perl;, 
ence Chriſt's coming in your ſelves, a en * 
er and. great. THe to whrK k, Redemj les in 
You,as well as "he hath pos i 

tion for you; wait for bim(.I't Nhort you. ).1p wi : 
way ofhis Judgments; Fir = Lord « a God of 
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Judgment and ble cd ave all they that wait fi 
im, as ſaith the rophet Iſai ah . Chap. 30. 1$ 

So ſhall you feel your Souls' deetned out of 
eh&Earth, and our i che Earthly Natore ,afrer 
which you will witneſs the Peace of God robe 


Gtended towards you, like a Rivet : But if jou 


rebel A atnft hin 133 You all awell 7 17; a = Litha, 
And” BALL Hot ſec ce. phos Food comes: © Howbtit, 
when Calatnity overtakes you,” then ſhalt 1 you 
| woo Opt tyout ty a Tine, you'had a Seal, 
of Viſiration, in Abad you 
ing 0 ors bi eo? he you have 
ra God, he would hil 'furned frned vity 

f 
5 for pn own 
E&dme a Father to you, " 

whoa ive ecome the'Sons and Dat! 

you. the A Be, And ttbw once 1tt6 b 
okay 6 1 all'to int6 rhe P -itciple of God, 
viſits Ut i in Your i d parts, in 
te joe Yb '6bt 0 radon Mid: 
ful nd t6 Y ke you partakers' '6f" his * a 
conſniefs and Felicity * Come; taft nd ſee t is 


d out your Tranf{te! 
e fake, and 


he 4} os is Ta who dt 5 Watteth ohgn 
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| Tae CC 
an the Deliveter i is near” you fo wall 1 her 
turn Back your Captivity life Rivers ib the” 


South, ind conduQt you to Cam, the Land 
of 
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of Everlaſting Reſt, where Praiſes ſhall ſpring 
up.4in your Souls, to the Glory of his Name, 
even to all Eternity : and with this I'll teave 
you, though 'much more might be ſaid ; yet 
when all is faid that can be, *tis the feeling 
ſenſe of the. inward Operation of this Divine 
Principle, that alone can fatisfatorily inform 
ye: which that you may Experience in your 
ſelves,,and ſo be happy, is the hearty. De- 
Gre of Your Souls Friend, who writes this un- + 
to you. 

Thus, having written my Experience of 
the QUAKE R S Principle, I ſhall 
write ſomething to detect the Erroneous and ? 
Falſe Opinion , that is got up in the Minds _ _; 
of many, concerning the Way and Means MH 
by which People come to believe there- 
in. he? E. 
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A Confutation of Peoples Falſe Opini- 
ons, concerning the Manner how we 
have been Convinced of the Principle 
of True Religion. 


A Any and various are the Reports that 
L have been rumored abroad, relating to 
.the manner and PraQtice of this People in gain- 
ing upon others tobelieve inthe Principle of Truth, 
which they bear witneſs of: The Principle of 
Trath, ] call it; for ſo my Soul doth witneſs itz 
alchoughTI am nor unſenſible, that ſuch who do 
deſpiſe it, will not ſtick to ſcandalize it; and 
infteadof calling it by its true and proper Name, 
brand it with the opprobious Terms of Hereſic 
and Schiſm, Sullen Separation, and the Effect 
of a Melancholly Brain; ſome of whom not 
knowing the Way of the Spirit in themſelves, 
and yet ſeeing the evident' Change which hath 
been wrought upon others, by Vertue of the 
powerful Operation of this ſpiritual PRINCI- 


PLE or POWER of GOD in their Conſciences, - 


they have hereupon confidently affirmed the 
| ſame 


pany 20 rad Bt rm 5 ep ge. eo ep, ene ea 8 ewe ew we 
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' ame to be effefted by the Art of Witchcraft 
and Diabolical Inchantment ; which Afirma- 
tion, though falſe, yet may it truly be faid to 
have been fixed as a Scare-Crow, or Ghoſtly 
Apparition, to affrighten people from ſo much 
as looking towards this Religion : But albeit 
it hath hach been ſo intended, yet through 
the Mercy of our God, there is a Remnant 
who have not been ſo affrighted as to flee from, 
| but have drawn near to ſce and feel, whether 
there wereany Subſtance in the ſame; and ſuch 
have found,to their ſatisfaction, That the Sub- 
ſtance of Life hath lain hid under this dark Re- 
fiction, which through the cloudineſs of the 
Underſtanding, and Prejudice that hath been _ 
in the Minds of people againſt the Principle of 
Light, they have enviouſly caſt upon the Pro- 
feſſors of it, as the Means whereby they Con- 
vert and Turn People tot; alledging it as mat- 
f ter of Wonder, that any ſhould be ſo ſtrangely a!- 
tered, both in Countenance, Carriage and Com- 
munication, and that on a ſuddain too, (as ſome 
have been obſerv'd to be ) xleſs it were by the 
Power of Sorcery, or ſome Satanical Poſſeſſion : 
And hence have they mocked at and derided 
that Godly Fear and Holy Trembling, that 
hath been made to appear in ſome, when the 
Terrors of the Almighty took hold on them 'by 
reaſon of Sin, as though this were occaſion'd 
ehrough ſome _ Humor, being the a” 
| ; + > 
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of Natural Weakneſs and defett,; or elſe produg- | 


ea by the inviſible force of Magick, Art, which the 
Creature can no ways refiſt» So that this hath. 
been a main Argument, why people ſhouldngt: 
adventure themſelves ſo much as to go into a 
Duakers Meeting, for fear of the great Danger 
that ſome {uppoſe there is, of being charmed 
znto that Religion; which Fearhath ſo much at 
frighred the Hearts of ſome, that notwithſtand- 
ing there are good Deſires in them after Satis- 
faction in Matters of Religion, and they have 
freely confeſt, ( even in my hearing ) That this 
feemeth to be the way to attainthe ſame; yet they 
never were, nor do they dare to come amongit 
-.-, this people ( to wit, the Sake or fear of 
being forcibly poſſeſt with the belief of their Prim 
ciple ; which it they ſhould receive, and walk 
therein, every one knows what will follow 
rhereupon : this would certainly expoſe them 


to the World's Hatred and Scorn, which the | 


Servants and People of the Lord in all Ageshave 
vorn:; ſo that, for theſe to be accounted 
Fitches is no Wonder, ſince the Wicked have 
not ſpared to fling the ſame Reflection upon 
their Lord and Maſter; Chrift Jeſus himſelf, 
when he was on Earth, was cenſured to work 
bis Miracles by Magick Art; for when he caſt 
Out a Devil out of.one poſſeſt, ſome ſaid, He 
&4 it by Belzebub, their Prince : And now, theſe 
having received Power from Chriſt, by their | 
Sas | Miniſtry 
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Miniſtry to &fect the like in another kind, be- 
caufe the Effect thereof hath brought ſome into 
Fear and Trembling ; therefore they ar* judg- 
ed to deal with Familiar Spirits, and to work by 
Conjuration: But how unjuſt this judgment is, 
and how groundleſs the Surmiſe, I ſhall not need 
to anſwer z letthe Reader but ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, and they will give it inon this peoples 
fide, Pſalm 2. 10, 11. the Prophet David in- 
ſtruts Kings and frnages of the Earth, to ſerve 
the Lord with Fear, and Rejoyce with Trem- 
bling. Philip. 2. 12. the Apoſtle exhorts them, _ 
10 work oat their own Salvation with the like 
frame. Nor was this only their Advice, but 
alſo the Saints PraQtice : For Moſes conteſſeth 
himſelf a @ UVAKE R, Hebrews 12. ZI.” 

* Habakkuk likewiſe 
acknowledges, that 5 * No donbt but Ha. 
at the Voiceof God his bakkuk's Conntenance was 
Belly did Tremble, altered, when his Lips thus 
and his Lips did Qui Quivered > for 'tis true 
ver, Hab. 3.16. Nei- what David ſaia, Pſalm. 
ther was this their 39.11. When thou,Lord, 
Caſe alone; for we with Rebukes doft cor- 
find the Prophet rect man ſor inqiuity,thou 
Ezra meeting with makeft his Beauty rocon- 
a whole aſſembly of ſume away like a Moth; 
them, Ezra 9. 4. If ſo, why ſhould any think 
ſaith he, Then were it ſtrange when they ſee the 


afſembled unto me e- like Change? 
7 | very 
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very one that Trembled at the Words of the God 


of Iſrael. And the Prophet 1/aiah points at - 


ſuch as the Lord's Peculiar People, Chap. 66. 
5. Hear the Word of the Lord( faith he, )ye that 
Tremble at his Word ; your brethren that hated 
Jon, that caſt you out for my Names ſake, ſaid, 
Let the Lord be Glorified; but he ſpall appear to 
yorr 7oy, and they ſhall be aſhamed. And in the 
ſecond Verſe of the ſame Chapter, the Lord 
expreſly promiſes, But ts this man will I look, 
. even to him that # poor, and of a contrite Spirit, 
and Trembleth at my Word, And in fer, 5. 21. 
the Lord calleth by the Prophet, ſaying, Hear 
wow this, O fooliſh People, and without Under- 
' ſtanding , which have Eyes and ſee not, which 
have Ears and hear not : Fear ye not me, ſaith 
the Lord? will ye not Tremble at my Preſence ? 
and ſo he goeth on, cxpoſtulating the Matter 
with them; till at laſt he threatneth to viſit 
them, and be avenged on their Nation, Verf. 
29. And ſure ſomething of this King Darizs was 
afraid of, when he made a Decree, That all x»- 
der his Dominion ſhould Fear and Tremble before 
the God of Daniel, Dan. 6. 26. Certainly 
Quakers had a better eſteem with him, then 
they have with this Generation; the Name be- 
ing given them in Derifion and Scorn, not- 
withſtanding the Poſture is that, in which the 
Servants of the Lord, backward from Moſes, 


; through the Prophets and Apoſtles Days, 0 
this 


Colluſion, by which the People ( the Quakers ) 


ME” 
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| 


this very time have been found. Thus ic ap- 
pears by Scripture, that Chriff:ans were exercif- 
ed in Fear and Trembling ( together with Hu- 
mility, Patience and Self denyal ) and that not 
from the Procurement of any Evil Art, but by 
the Living Sence of the Dealings of the Lord: 


| For proot of which,ſee what God himſelf ſpeak- 


eth of his Church by his Prophet Jeremiah, 
Chap.. 33- 9+. Aud it ſhall be to me a Name of 
7oy, a Praiſe and an Honour before all the Na- 
tions of the Earth, which ſhall hear all the good 
that I ao nnto them, and they ſhall Fear and 
Tremble, for all the Goodneſs, and for all the 
Proſperity that I procure unto 2t. 

Thus *tis maniteſt how the matter hath been - 
Miſ-repreſented, to wit, that the Quakers are 
Tnchanters, but this being moſtly the charge of 


the Raſh and Incopſiderate, 1 ſhall ſay nomore 


to takeit off, but'only addthe words of Chriſt, 


 AAat. iO. 24, 25. The Diſciple us not absve his 


Maſter, nor the Servant above his Lord, "tis 
enongh that the Diſciple be as his Maſter, and 


' the Servant as his Lords if they have called the 


Maſter of the Honſe Belzebub, how much more 
foall they call them of his Houſhold ? 

But there are others, in many things, more 
Sober and Judicious, who yct have. not been 
{paring in their Cenſures: Some of whom have 
given out, That *tis throngh Craft and Cunning 


fan 
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gain over Proſelites to theiy Religion: They are 
Wije, they are Subtil ( fay they) they have reach- 
ing Brains; and ſo they can but Propagate their 
own Party, they will be at any Pains. | 
In Anfwer to whom, my Reply is, What 
Craftineſs they mean, I muſt confeſs, I cannot 
tell; but what Craft I have ever found amongſt 
them is no other than that of which the Apo- 
ſtle writes to the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 12. 16, 
Nevertheleſs being Crafty ( ſaith he ) I caught 
Jon with Guile: Which holy Craft and godly 
Guile hath appeared in them, as they have been 
_ careful 'to keep a: Conſcience void of Offence 
towards God and towards all Men ; taking the 
 Apoſtle*s Advice, James 3. 13. Who # aWiſe 
Man, and eudued with Knowledge among/t you 
(faith he ) let him ſhew ont of a 
his Works with Meehneſs of Wiſdom : So likewiſe 
have they been carctul to obſerve Chriſt's Coun- 
ſel, Lzke. 10.3. who there faith, Behold I ſend 


yon forth as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, bee | 


therefore Wiſe as Serpents, and Harmleſs as 
Doves. And thus fanctifying the Lord God in 
their Hearts, having a good Conſcience whilſt 
talfly accuſed, it hath pleaſed the Lord many 
cimes to plead their Righteous Cauſe, even in 
their very Adverfaries" Breaſts, whereby he hath 


made their own words to become tkeir Burden ; | 


and that that they have intended co fix upon his 


People, by which to yender them Guilty of | ** 


Deceit 


" wag Coxver [ation | 
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|  Docelt ind Fraud; hath returned back upon 
their own Heads, whilſt Integrity and Innocen- 
cy hath been the others Armour of 'Defence, 
untfch time that God hath wrought their 

more Full Deliveratice. 
Buy rift bring the matter a little nearer, 
that ſo: may write of that which relateth to 
my own Particular : This having occaſioned 
 ſoretowonder, wiz. That 1 frould be Decoy'd 
( asthey call it )after this Mamer ! for ſoſome 
have beſpoke me, by ſhewing a ſeeming pity 
cowards my Perſon,whilſt they have tnanifeſted 
Eanty Againſt my: Principle; and therefore, 
that "Vip might not bear roo hard upon me, 
they have laid the heavieſt Load upon thoſe. - 
abour tne 3, * as if for 
fear. of one, and to * IP ho they are that 'tis 
flere: Ud6ther, I had (wppos'd 7 ſhould either 
hereb by ptudently pro- fear . or flatter,” [ need 
vided td ferve my Su- mot name ; for thoſe to 

periobrs Himor: And whom 1 write may eaſily 


fo fro ook bat n' y  #nderſtand.. 


_—_— 


friehd ve both the _ 

oteafeſt blaftic; which1, in part hatie been EX- 
__ conſidering the. many Tryals, Tempra- 
tions and Syares, Whereunto they reckon have 
been © Nh "fo wERth Confideratior of theirs 
hath} oe ured me ſome Allowance, : m ſuch 
-FaS are ON wait Teader- hcarted, FRY m 
| forriice' AcQuaintance* 0 Therefore 1 hope wil 
| will 
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will notblame me, if I make uſe of his Allow- F 
ance, as well to ſhew them their Miſtakes here- | 
1n,-as to take off the Unjuſt Aſperſions that }. 
have been caſt upon my Friends :. Wherefore I | 
fay, the firſt Miſtake is Groſs; for anything | 


of Force ( which is that that ſome conclude to 


be the cauſe of my coming amongft the People | 
called Quakers ) that I do declare I never felt; 
nay, I now find it to be Diametrically oppo- |. 


ſite to that Foundation Principle, upon which 
their Religion is built, which Principle is Chriſt, 


the Prince of Peace, who utterly diſallows of | 


all Cocrcive Compulſion, Force, Conftraiat or 
Violence to be uſed in Matters, of Religion ; 
and teaches ſuch who learn of him in Meekneſs 
_ tolnſtructthsle that areIgnorant of the way of 


Truth, and then patiently to waittill he inclines | 


their Hearts to walk in it; ſo that having. their 


Dependance upon, and Expectation from | the 


Lord alone, they dare not attempt the Propa- 
guien of the Goſpel of his dear Sor by, the 


rength, and in theskill and time of man, with- | 


out being guided, directed and ſubjeCtcd by 
him, in whom isall their, Help found : This as 
to the firft Miſtake. - 

But, the ſecond Miſtake amounts. to thus 
much, ( 2:z. ) That what could uot be wrought 


wpon me by Conſtraint and Force, was otherwiſe 


7 


atteripted to be brought to paſs, to wit, by ſabtil i - 


Inſingations, and fair Promiſes, by which ( y Hs 
ET = cen 
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| beenſaid Yrhis People uſe to tamper with thoſe 
whom they Deſign to make their Proſelites. Y 
In A»{wer whercunto I ſhall make this Rep- 
ly; This miſtake is Obvious : For Promiſes 
. of outward advantage and Worldly good avail- 
| eth nothing, that can ſtand the Soul inſtead: 
Therefore it were altogether imprudent, ag 
wellas vtrerly unlawful to propoſe any thing 
of fuch a kind upon this occaſion; neither in- 
deed was it outward advancement,that I ſought 
after (although this is a reproach I have been 
made to bear) the Lo1d is my Witneſs herein, 
who ſubjected me unto himſelf, and made me 
willing to be at his diſpoſing, and to have my 
Lot caſt by him. The truth is, Corn, nox 
p Wine, nor Oyl 1 did not eſteem, nor yet 
length of dayes to-enjoy them; for (in my ſo- 
litudes ) the whole World fcemed- tro me; as 
. a very little thing ; my Soul deſiring nothing 
- | but a part in Gods Kingdom,which made me 
, earneſtly intreat him, that he would lead mein 
. | the Way Everlafiins; wherefore this was my. 
frequent Supplication unto him ( viz.) O! thou 
incomprehenſible Majeſty, who haſt eſtabliſhed thy 
T hrone inthe high and holy Heaven , yet doft thaw 
8 graciouſly condeſcend to look down upenthe Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth.c. wilt thow now be pleaſed to 
; ſuffer Drfſt and Aſhes to plead with thee, and to 
/ | admit Aortal Fleſb to make requeſt unto thee? 
\ | Tien this ir 3t, 0. Lioxrd, that I would moſt carne-- 


fy 
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fly implore of thee, even that thou wouldft cuſft wp5 


caff up a Way for me, and remove all Lets and - 


Stumblingblecks from me, and mark out a plain 
Path before me, in which I may walk ftraight for- 
ward towards thy Heavenly Country, and that 
amidſt the various Forms there are for Worſhip- 
ping of thee, my Soul may certainly kuow how 10 
ſerve thee aright, and wherewith to bring an accep- 
rable Satrifice nnto thee, So that this being the 
Prayer which the Lord often put into my Heart 
Cas 1 then took it ) to Pray unto im, whenmy 


Soul was ſecking the way to his Kingdom, pro- | 


miſes of outward promotion ( had they been 
propoſed ) could not have given me fatisfacti- 
ON. 
- And asfor that which hath been termed, The 
Quakers ſ#btile Inſrnuation, I think it muſt needs 
intend their ſincere and upright Converſation : 
For as to my own particular, I do declare, 
There was no way by which they did infinuate 
Into me, but by being found real in what they 
appeared to be; the Heart-ſearching God hav- 
Ing then put-my Soul upon ſeatch'to find out 4 
People with whom I might joynas with a Com- 
Mvunion of: Saints; I looked here and there 4n- 
to many Aﬀemblies, but alas! fill 1 ſaw their 
Converſations fo much contracting their Pro- 
feſſiofs that I could heartily joya with none of 
em3 And'then'as to their Principles, fome 
Indeed I'8kbetieve,when-I-had them any wn n 
Ns ; e 
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RB conerntrt the Manner of our Convincemet. 145 = 
j, but otherſome, God witneſs in my Conſcience 
? { did ſo teſtifie againſt; that them I could not 
4 receive. And thns, findirg no People, with 
whom I could joynin every thing, I concluded 
my ſelf to be ſingle in the mattcr of Religion, 
| which made me many a time extend my Voice 
to the Lord in theſe Words, Oh! 'my God, 7:por 
whom T have been calf from my Infaucy np : Row 
. dong ſhall my Faith ftand alone upon the. Earth ? 
In Anſwer whereunto ( I muſt acknowledge ) 
the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed (even at thoſe 
very times )to ſignifie unto my Spirit, That he 
had many Thouſands (though I knew themnot ) 
who were ſincere and upright before him, unto 
whom he had regard as to his own Children :. 
Eutftill.I over-looked this People ),of whom L 
am writing ) as if it had been altogeher, unlike- 
ly I fhould find what I fought for amongſt them, 
although Natwal AﬀeCtion had laid a Bond up- 
' one to judge charitably concerning them: 
howbeit, at length there was a Way made 
| whercby I was brought ro ſearch here alſo, not- 
withſtanding the many falſe Aſperfions which 
my Ears were fill dwith' concerning them 3 For 
| 1 could not tell bur little Davi4( the beloved 
of the Lord ) might lie hid amongſt the Stuff, 
whom God hathanointcd to Reign in Self-ſeek- 
1ng Souls ſtead ;\ wherefore I then was willing 
:0Jook amongſt this People ( ro wit, the Quak- 
*75 ) and to turn up the foul covering which 
others 


146 . A Confutation of Peoples Falſe Opinions 


Countenance was like the Son of God: Ahd 
now having not only ſought, but found the 


Lord and his People in the Earth, in their be- | 


halfdo I here ſetmy Probatam Ef#{Ihaveprov- 


ed them) in the thing . which they profeſs - 


They profeſs themſelves the Difciples and Fol. 
lowers of Jeſus Chriſt, from whom they de- 
. rivetheir Name Chriſtians; which Name,though 
it were given the Diſciples in ſcorn at firſt in 

| Avtiach ” I did they, .and 


 ? 
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# 


mable to the Patern of Chriſt Jeſus,” theH Gl. 
I lay, 


Conſcicnces of others : And by this their inno- | 
: ccnt 
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othershad caſt upon them, under which' I oon = 
ſaw a glorious one lic hid, the Form of whoſe | 


time, before my Judgment was fully ſatisfied ; 
But having thofe words of our Saviour imprint- 
ed'rpon my mind ( 7oh» 7. 17. ) If any.man wilt 


do bis Will, he foall know of the Doftrine,* whether 


it be of God, or whether 1 ſpeak of my ſelf. Then 


immediately I conſulfed: nor with Fleſh-and 
| Blood, 'but was made wilting to give up to the 


obegience of his will revealed in my Conſci- 
ence, and fo 1 come'to receive the Faith of that 


Principle which tue Lakers do profeſs, and by 


itam I:joyned to' heb; -mnot only in Head: but 
in. Heart.; fo that-this Faith, by which Iam-uni- 


tcd to them, is more:tha a meer Natoral cre- 
;dential; :that- ftands inthe: bare aſſent ,to the 
"Truth ofia propoſition, asptopounded. by-man)z 
-for1t' -i9\:founded andi grounded? upon: Chriſt 


Jeſus; who was the: Avthor,oand 1 truſt will 
be the Finiſher ofthesfame.. - - - 

But there hath ariſeh:avother Wondets and 
that iS;:That not my«(elf: only, . my Brother and 


_ iSifter ſhonld together, aba that fo quickly too, be- 
come Converts to. the TFuthy: at this, ſay ſome, 


we cannot ut greatly adning.. | 
To pare nmr itmight.ſuffice for aſwer,to 
let themiknow, the-Lords:\X: orks are all Works 


of Wonder, and therefore may very well be ad- 


mired by Bcholders3;yet Iimuſit needsſay, there 
is little-reaſon 'why ſagh- ſhould wonder, that 
L 2 crue 


k- eoncerfing. the. Manner of. our Comvinceme: tf; gy” | 
Þ _ centLife; I needs muſt acknowledge I felt my 
own Conſcience powerfully reached for ſome © 
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', 143 'AConfutation of Peoples Falſe Opinion 
True Converſion ſhould at once paſs upodthree; 
who talk ſo much of expeCting a Nationto be 
born in a Day ; ſure if their Faith can conclude 
the certainty of the latter ; they necd not be ſo 
incredible concerning the Truth of the former: 
No doubt therefore but it was prejudice enough 
againſt the Truth, that cauſed ſome ts ſay, Jr 
oſt necds be Hypocrifie which T_ :448 all as 
once 1919 the Profeſſion of it. But the Truth is, 
ſuch neither know how we came by it, :nor can 
they tell what Progreſs we have made init, how 
far any of us. do witneſs a real Change; my 
Soul is made to rcjoyce herein, and: fqri this 1 
bow my Knee to the God and Father. of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, That he would. proſper and 
carry on this his own Work more and more in 
every one. of our Hearts; yet dare we not be 
' found: falſe Witneſſes for God, in ſpeaking: of 
things beyond our meaſure, or boaſting of that 
which -we have not attained 3 | for though it 
may be pranted,wedid feel an inward and <cffe- 

- tual Call, much about a time, to come out of 
ſpiritual <&gypr's Land, yet muſt. we travel 
through the {piritual Wilderneſs, betore we 
arrive at the heavenly Canaan: : therefore 1 
would Fave none Miſtake, ſo as to think; that 
Converſion is wrought in an inſtant, for it is a 


Gradual Work, carricd on by degrees in the | 
Soul, which is not preſently Compleat and | 
Perlſect ; althoughthe very firſt Motion rowards 
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/ coneuvning the Manner of onr Convincement, 149 © 
it proceeds from a Principle which is Perfect in 
' itſelf; and which will in rime Perfect the Soul, 
asit follows the Leadings thereof : But if any 
ſhall fit down by the way,on this ſide the Moun- 
| tain of true Holineſs, notwithſtanding they be- 
| gan in the Spirit, yet if they end in the Fleſh, 
how far ſoeyer they have travelled on in their 
Journey, ſtill may their Carcaſſes fall in the 
Wildcrneis, Howbeit, I write this not to 
Diſcourage any, but to Provoke to Diligence, 
as well my ſelt, as others, that after we have 
ſctout towards the Promiſed Land, and had a 
ſight of it, none of us may grow weary nor 
faint 1inour Minds, and ſo fall ſhort of the Ever- 
faſting Reſt; for *tis nota bare Convincement 
of the Truth in our Underſtandings, which' 
may produce a Change in the Judgment, Opi- 
nion and Profeſſion, that will ſerve our turn, 
without a Change of rhe Old Nature, without 
there. be a Change wrought in the inward, as 
well as the outward man, whereby the Heart 
may be throughly ſanCified and made clean, 
| elſethere can beno real Converſionz yet may 
we ſay, ſince wehave felt the beginnings of the 
Work in our Hearts, we have been made as 
Signs and Wonders in the Earth; whilſt we 
have been Weaning from the Worlds Breaſts, +» 
we have been made a Mock to the ſcoffing 1/;-. 
waels of our Age : But be it ſo, we are not 
* much concerned, vin 60 Eye to the _ 
| 3 X 
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" 'r50 4 Confutation of Peopies Falſe. \Opinont WW. 
' ſetbefore us,we donot only deipiſe the Worlds 
Flatteries, butalſo contemn its Scorns, even as 
thoſe Worthies of Old, who atter they were 
Illuminated, indured a great Fight of AfMicti- 
ons,partly in being made a Gazing-ſtock/bothby 
Reproaches and Afflictions, and partly by be- 
ing Companions with them that were ſo uſed; 
yea, though they had Tryalsof cruel Mockings, 
yet they eſteemed the Reproach of Chriſt great- 
er Riches then the Treaſures of eA&gypt; For 
they had an Eye to the Recompence ot-the: Re- 
ward,and patiently they indured this with much 
more, as ſeeing him who is Inviſible; which 
you may read in the Tenth of Hebrews more 
at large : Wherefore we think it not ſtrange 
concerning the fiery Tryals that are to try us, as 
though ſome ſtrange thing happened unto us ; 
when the Wicked Reproach us, and ſpeak all 
manner of Evil againſt us falſly for Chriſt's ſake; 
in this we account our ſelves happy, yea, we 
ſecretly rejoyce that he hath accounted us wor- 
thy to ſuffer Shame for his Name, himſelf hav- 
ing ſaid ro our Comfort, Bleſſed are ye when 
Alen ſhall hate you, and -when they ſhall ſeparate 
Jou from their Company, 'and ſhall Reproach you, 
and caſt out your Names as Evil for the: Son of 
man's ſake; Rejoyce ye in that day ( faith he ) and 
leap for Joy, for behold your Reward is great in 
Heaven - /for ia like manner did their Fathers to 
the Prophets, Luke 6, 22, 23+ So *tis 10. _ 
| | cr 
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F concerning the Manner of our Convincement. 151 © 
{| der that the World hate us; for we know 
* they have hated all-the Righteous Generations 
| thar went before us; they were defamed and 


made as the filth of the World, yea, they were 


accounted the off-{couring 

of all things, by the Wick- 1 Cor. 4. 13. 
ed of that Generation, and | 

ſo are their Off ſpring eſteemed. with ſuch a 
ſort of People even at this preſent time : For the 
Seed of the Righteous have always been de- 
ſpiſed in the Eyes, and reproached in the 
Mouthes of the Proud Ungodly World ; how- 
beit, they learned to put 

their truſt in him, who Pſe/m JI. 20, 
hath promiſed to keep Pſalm 12. 4. 
them in a Pavillion from 
the Pride of Man, and to hide them from th 
Strifes of Tongues: yet ſome there are that 
ſay , Their Tongues are their own, who us 
Lord over them. And ſuch ( I may fay ) 


have ſorely railed on me, both in Word l 


and Writing , wherein were Queries, which 
I think not worthy to receive an Anſwer, 
becauſe they came from a Nameleſs Auther: 
Therefore I'll leave them with their remote 
Queſtions ; winding up all in this Conclu- 
ſion, Let none- no . longer inquire at a di- 
ſtance after the Quakers and their Princi- 


ple, as Nathaniel did concerning Chriſt, 


Fohbn 1. 46. ſaying, Can there any good thing 
ET L4: | come 
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Come. ont of Nazareth? But let them remember 
the anſwer of Philip, who bid him Come axd 
ſee; ſo ſhall. they meet with ſatisfaction in 
that inward Principle of divine Light ( and 
the Profeſſors of it ) which hath made many, 


and now hathit made me a Spiritual Traveller 


for Souls Eternal Well-fare, 


E. B 
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._ Toſichofthe 
Friends of Chriſt 
As have lately been Convinced of 
the Truth as it 15 in Jeſus. 
M:* Dear Friends and Spiritual Relations; 
.Y 4 unto whom by Grace I am allied, in the 
Loveof Truth I ſend you this Salutation : Of- 


ten have you been upon my Mind, long before 1 
found 


od. 


4 1 
| 
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* At Epiſtle to the Friends of Chriſt. x53 
{ found a place to write unto you : For though 
| it wasfirft upon'me to write to my former 
{ Friends and Acquaintance, and Natural Rela- 
tions 3 yet youbeing that »ew Kinared, ſpok- 
| en of by Chriſt, AZarth. 12. 50. thus are you 
| nearer to me by the Union of his inward Grace- 
than any unconverted thereunto can be. 
And now I tenderly admoniſh you, That as 
you are convinced oi the {aving Power of this 
Divine Principle ( to wit, the Light of Jeſus 
manifeſt in the Conſcience ) ſce you conſtantly 
Keep therein, For, Friends, let me tell you, 
Here lieth our ſtrengti: in theſe Times of Try- 
al; herein is our Safcty. this Day of Danger; 
in this you'l be fecure and quiet, when peoples. 
Hands ſhall be upon their Loins, becauſe of Fear 
In the Night: yea, though you may become 
| but to the Dawning ofthis Day of God, where 
you can diſcern but the glimmering of its Light 
4 appear, which may at preſent ſhew you Trou- 
ble, and miniſter condemnation to your Souls 
{ for your Evil Deeds, placing Judgment on 
your Heads, making you poſſeſs the Puniſh- 
ment of your Iniquiries that are paſt; ſo that 
inſtead of Peace,you may have great Bitterneſs; 
yet be perſwaded to dwell in the Judgment; _ 
wait patiently upon God,who 
| &draweth near to you in the J/a. 26. 8. 6: 
' Way hereof, and I] will aſſure 41. 1. 


Y you, in this Light you ſhall ſee more Light,and 
n 


_- 
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Whereſore I now write unto you, Little Chil.  '} 
dren ( in the ſpiritual ſtature, being my ſelf one- 


of that Number ) by way of Exhortation, To 


caſt away your Idols, and. 


Iſa. 2. 20. keep your ſclves fromthem ; 
ſay unto them, Get 7e hence, 
to the Moles and tothe Bats: Friends, you know 


what I mean by them; turn in, and I am ſure 


the Light will let you ſee them; and the ſooner 
you part with them, the ſooner will you find 
Forgiveneſs with the Lord, for the [dolatry 
which he hath beheld in them : And when your 
Idols are utterly deſtroyed, then ſhall you be 
Joyned to rhe Lord in a perpetual Covenant, 
that ſhall never be broken: And here will your 
| Bow abide ſtrength, wherewith you ſhall ſhoot 
at Myſtery Babylon, and ſee her falling down ; 
yea, though her Archers may ſhoot ſhortly at yon, 
yet ſhall they not be able to hurt you, for the Lord 
( the Help of Iſrael ) will be a Shield before you, 
ard will turn back their Arrows into their own 


Quiver, ſo ſhall they hang by their Sides, and 


Pick in their Hearts, who privily intended to wound 
the Innocent without Canſe : Yet 'tis very likely 


the Wicked will be puſhing at you, and caſt- 
ing ſcandalous Calumnies upon you; in which 
I cannot but tenderly fimpathize with you, have 
ing my felf lately paſſed thoſe Pikes of the Ene- 
my: Renownedbe the Lard of Hoſts ) the __ 
0 
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| in it Conſolation & Salvation ſhall be injoyaed: > 
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f £4 = Epiffle to the Friends 'of Chriſt. 155, - 
4: of my Salugtion, which cauſed me to marcl: throug # 
4 valiantiy; and hath alſo given me the Viftory; (0 
that, though I ſpeak not. boaſtingly, yet 1 can 
| ſay, The Revilings of the Ungodly do not at all 
ds(- ſpirit me; for now | can' take their Re- 
proaches for Chriſt's ſake, and bind them as an 
Ornament unto me: To God be all the. Glovy, 
who bath raiſed this Spirit of Courage and Chri- 
ftian- Fortitnde in me, and now hath called me to 
| call on others to wait upon him, that they may be 
thus ftrengthned with Might in their inward Man 
PF by him. Thcretore wait onthe Lord, be of good 
| Courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen your Hearts 
| wair, 1 ſay, on the Lord, as faid holy 
F. David, Pſalm 27. 14. ſo ſhall One chaſe a 
Thouſand, and Twoput Ten Thouſand to flight” 
| (. Frienas, read inwardly, fo you'll underſtand 
Y me ) 1 do nor mean that. you ſhould avenge 
your ſelves on any with Carnal Weapons of 
. War; No, no: But as you ftand and wait 
- in the Light of the Lord; though you can han- 
| dle neither Sword nor-Spear, he will make you 
ſhew comely as Ti##zah, and terrible to the 
Wicked, even as an Army with Banners: For 
though the Remyant of the Juft (as to outward 
Defence )-are left this day like a City without 
Gates or Walls) whom the wicked will be. 
PLOTTING againſt; yet God 
| will laugh at bim, for he ſeeth Pſalm 37.12,13- 
that his Day « comimg; and | 

hath 


256 As Epifile to the Friendrof Chriſt,” | - 
hath alſo given me this Confidence of Hope: | nt 
- inhim, towit, That he will not give his People { : AN 
znto the Hands of cruel Lords, nor ſuffer Mien of | pe. 
erce Countenance to rule over them : But they | we 
ſhall be as Standers in the Gap, and Stakes in -| ye 
the, Hedge ( though ſome may be but of tender | ,,, 
growth ) to ſtop the Enemy from laying waſte | ,. 
our Country, and to ſtay the Lord's fore and | yy; 
terrible Stroke. ; " | ſpe 
Ah Friends! is it not Pity, that Sin ſhould | 6; 
makean Aceldamaof our Nation and this City ? \ yy 
See therefore ye mind your inward Reprover, | pg 
that ye may be no Cauſe in procuring the Na- | ,,, 
tion's Miſery : You Children of the Light, ariſe | py; 
therefore, and ſhine; for your Light is come, | 41, 
- which will adornyour Converſation, lt it now | q, 
appear throughout your whole Behaviour, ſo | ,,, 
ſhall your Words and aQtions glorifie your 
Heavenly Father: thus ſhall the Wicked ſce, | ,, 
our Rock hath not fold us; for ftronger 1s he | ,,, 
that is inus, than they that are againſt us: ſo | 
though they may outwardly beſet us, yet we | H: 
have a Rock to ſhelter us, where the Enemy, 
ſhall diſpair forever of coming at us, wherefore | ,, 
faint not in your Minas, nor be diſcouraged in your oh 
Spirits, at the Tidings which you hear abroads | 5, 
but dwell within your Tent, and ſerve the Lord the 
with Fear, every one in your Sphear, ſo ſhall you be 
ſeine like Stars intheir proper Orbs: Yea, though | - 
ſome of us may be but of ſmall Magnitude, as | 
| in 


— 


— Mn Epiſtle tothe Friends of Chriſ, Tg59 © TH 
| ji" the natural Firmament, one Star differs from 3 ® 
|. another Star in Glory, yet as we abide-in the 
Fear, being clothed with Humility, fo ſhall 
we be preſerved in our ſpiritual Station, -while 
| weare as Strangers-and Pilgrims on the Earth, 
to have our Converſation honeſt ( and as much 
| as in uslies inoffenſive ) amongſt them that are 
without, that whereas tliey 
ſpeak againſt us as Evil-Do- 1 Pet. 2, 11, 
| ers, they may by the Good 12. | 
T1 Works which they ſhall be- . 
hold in us, glorifie God in the Day of their Viſte 
, F4tion 5 ſo ſhall we convince the World of that 
{* Princple'of Light and Grace, that ſhineth. in 
their Hearts, which if they turn in to it; and 
| obey it, itwill teach ( andenable ) them, That 
| denying Ungodlineſs and Warlaly MES 
Luſts, they ſponld live: Righ-- Titus 2.11,12 
teonſly, Soberly and. Godlily in 
this preſent World, Aud by this Grace ſhall 
we be to thoſe about us as Saviours in the 
| Hand of the Lord upon Mount Soy, as others 
have been to us when we.were in ſpiritual Ba-. 
bylon : "Thus we being as a City ſet upon a Hill 
or people to behold, this ſhall they confeſs, 
Perily God 75in us; When their Hearts ſhall fail 
them for very Fear of what Men are about to 
bring to paſs: But would the Inhabitants of 
this Iſland bow to the Scepter of the Son of 
God in their Hearts, they ſhould not _— 


* 158 An Epiſtle to the Friends of Chrifl, T_.. + 
| beafraid of any*7r1 ple Leagues or Conclave\ ao: 
 Cſultations to do them hurt, for yet wonld] T1 
God ariſe, and break ſuch Aſſociations, and | w; 
take ſuch wicked Wits in their own Crafti-| yc 
neſs, ſo that their Hands ſhould not find their | »e 
Enterprizes; ſo ſhould ENGL'AN Dbecome | he 
the Renown of Kingdoms, and a Mart of Na-| Pe 
r1015, mavgre the tength of Helliſh Combina- | +4 
tions. Therefore let them that read me mark 
what ſay; for the Lord -of Hoſts have deter- 
mined, That the Haughtineſs of man” ſhall be | H 
hunibled, .and the Lofrineſs of Man ſhall ge laid | ls 
low, that himſelf alone may be exalted in this | H 
Day: And means Idols he will utterly aboliſh ;; 
_yea, he will famiſh the Gods of the Earth, that 
people way worſhip bim in his own holy Place, as | Ti 
fay the Prophets, 1/4. 2. 17, 18. Zeph. 2. 11. | 
Again, the faith; 7 am the Lord, that & my | in 
Name , and my Glory will I not give to another, | dc 
neither my Pr aiſe to Graven Images, Ha. .4.2..8. | at 
Wherefore: ſuch who will not turn from their | th 
tddls: to ſerve the living God, ſo. as. to break | & 
off their Sins by a real Reformation, he will | B 
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be terrible.untg chem, and will certainly viſic He 
BR Arch Ruin and Deſtruction. - Efires f 
But you know the Lord, and arc enincs fi 
Iaito him, do you put: yourTruſt in him, who th 
is Prince of the Kings of the Earth, unto whom F 


a} Power doth belong, and through God ou L 
ſoall do waliantly; for he it; is that ſhall rread V 
29 down 


4: 4s Epiſtle to the Friends of Chriſt, 15g 
Tn all your Enemies. Friends, | -Y 
I mean chiefly as to the in- Pſalm. 60, I2.. 
ward; yet am [ to cxhort 
you as to the oxrward this day, That you be in 
nething terrified by your Aaverſaries, which will 
betothem an evident Token of 
Perdition, but to you of Sal- Phil. 1. 28. 
vation from. the Almighty, - | 
for the Shields' of the Earth are his; therefore. 
truſt you in. him, whoſe Name is The Lord of 
Hoſts, yea, T' 'o Lord [ehouah, in whom is Ever-. 
laſtirg, S trength: ; who isa $ trong 
Hola 1 in the Day of Trouble, and Nahum 1. Ter 
he knoweth ithem that rruſt. in 
him ; (o ſhall Fear be far from you, and as "a 
Terror, it ſhall.ngr come near you: You Meek 
and Harmleſs Ones, you ſhall increaſe your Joy, 
in the- Lord, and, "ſhall inherit the Earth, and. 
delight your elves in the © 
abundance. . of Peace; -far.; 1/a. 29. 19. 
the Rightequs. "God ill. ; P/alm 37. 11. 
eſtabliſh the t aſt, when; 
Bloody and Dx ceirfil Mco ſhall not Jive pur 
half their dayes: You ſhall, coiymph in Chriſt 
Jzſus, who will. make mag: ifct the Savigur. of 
bis, Wiſdom byrycu in every places,.ſo tha, 
though you may. ſuffer, vet {hall you not di-, 
air; for in. dug time the a will be your 
Delivercr : "Wheretore, hifi vp the Eves of 


Your Minds this day, and [ook for rhe S9o4 uf: 
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 Mav's ippearing, who hath determin'd to de- 


ſtroy the Mar of Sin, by the Spirit of his 
Month,and by the Brightneſs of his Coming. 
And now it riſes. in me to write a word 
to comfort, you, you Friends of the Bride- 
groom, that mourn tor his With-drawing, and 
eat your Bread with Quaking, 
' Ezekiel 172. 18. and drink your Water with 
FEY . Trembling, as thoſe who find 
no Comfort till you do injoy him. 
©*Wait without Wearineſs, and you ſhall be- 
hotd his 'Countenace, and hear his pleaſanr 
Voice, which will revive your Sprits; but ſtill 
be you mindful when'you hear things unutter- 
- able, that you keep low and humble, ſo ſhall 
Fou be kept from the Snares of the Devil. And 
Friends, T.ct no-Outward Things over-ſet your 
Minds, but fit Tobſe in Heart from all that 
here you have, that nothing may be preferred 
like the Favour of the Lord. | 
And you of Tender Years, who are void of 
Worldly Cares, be you aware of Pleaſures, 
Pride and Woxldly Honours; tor theſe may 
be your Snares: 1] am ſenſible many are the 
Temptations to allure you unto Vanity ; but 
as you eye the Lord, they ſhall not overcome 
you; he will fight your Batcles for you, atd 
lift up a Standard in you againſt your Souls 
Enemies; and Satan and his Hoſt ſhall fall 
like Lightning bcforc you : Therefore and you 


4 
1 


Kill, 


CG WW WT  » or CO OE SR SO ETAL 


ES. 


4 te 
4 
% 


I 


/ 


Fond 


——_— 


Mill, and wait for God's atifing, (o ſhall all his 
Enemies be ſcattered before him: And he 
will ſurely riſe againſt our ſpiritual Adverſarics, 
and bring them down in us, that they may not 
inſult over vs: Forthe Lordtakes notice of the 
Kindfteſs of our Youth, ard is well pleaſed to 
have our firſt ripe Fruits Holineſs unto him 3 
wheretore he aſſures us, that as we continye 1 
the well doing, we ſhall always inFer:is his Blef- 
ſing. Therefore you weak and Feeble Ones, 
put your Truit in him; For he g:veto Power te 
the Faint; and inthemthat hive 
no Might, he enoreaſed Strength. T[ainn 40.299 
This our Spiritual Shepherd 
hath a tender regard to the hindmoſt of his 
Flock: He gathereth his Lambs with his Arms, 
and/carrieth them in his Boſome, and gently 
leadeth thoſe that arc young: And thus, as we 
follow the Son of God, our Leader, Chriſt 
Jeſus, our Captain and Commander, ſo ſhall 
we become as a well-diſciplined Army, march- 
ing 01 in Order, every one keeping our Ranks, 
and making War in Righteouſneſs with the 
Prince ang Powers of Darkneſs ; the Wea- 
pons of our Wartare not being Carval, but 
Spiritual, mighty through God to the pulling 
down the ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan and 
caſting the Dragon, the Beaſt and the Falſe Pro- 
pet, together with the Spiritual Locuſt, into 
the Bottomleſs Pir, where they ſhall fink _ 
| M : 
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” y62 Av Epifletothe Friends of Chriſt. 
” the Lake of his Divine Wrath, ſo as never 
to riſe more to cover the Earth. For, Friends, 
we are this day as an Enfign amongſt the Peo- 
ple, expoſed unto many Spectators, and the 
Lord*s Preſence is amovgſt us ( magnified be 
kis Name )) becauſe his Glory reſts upon vs: 
And as we wait on him, he will appear more 
and more in our Meetings, and crown our Aſ- 
ſemblies, and make our Ancients Honourable, 
and our Young Men like Eldad and Medad, 
and our Damſeis like the Daughters of Philip : 
Yea, though we have not all the Gift of Pro- 
phecying ( vocally )beſtowed on us, yet by our 
upright Carriage, we ſhall every one become 
Preachers of Righteouſneſs amongſt our Neigh-. 
bours, whereby we ſhall reach to the Witneſs, 
that lieth ſlain in their Confciences, and ſhall 
cauſe it to ariſe and ſtand upon its Fect, and 
Propheſie in their Streets; ſo ſhall we raiſe up 
that in themſelves that will judge them for their 
Sins: "tho! the Love of God hath taught vs co 
be kindly-affeCtionated towards all, and to be 
pitifuf, notwithſtanding we are griev'd to be- 
hold the ſad and woful ſtate of the Wicked 
Word; yet can we praiſe the Lord in Spirit, 
thache hath turned us from Darkneſs uato Liphr, 
and from Satan unto himſelf; and hath made 
us turn'our back upon the Glory of the Earth, 
before this Day of Shaking came upon it, when 


mens-Confidence init ſhall be ſhaken, and their 
. Ex- 
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Expetation from it diſappointed; then ſhall 
thoſe who truly fear the Lord, be abundantly 
ſatisfied. 

For Friends, I muſt acknowledge, it often 
riſes in my Soul asa Return of Thanks to God, 
(viz. The Remembrance which he gives me of 
the Time of his Love, cven when my Soul 
was ſecretly crying, Where ſhall I find xrue Reſt? 
Then was the Lord pleaſed to bring me to the 
Mountain of his Holineſs, where a peaceable 
Dwelling is, and that juſt before theſe Diſtur- 
bances broke out, in this part of the World, 
where my Lot is caſt: Oh! praiſed be his 
Name. For now he hath taken me into his Fa- 
mily, and makes me to fit down with the An- 
cients of his Houſe,at the Table of his Blefhrg, 
where he feedeth every one with food convem- 
ent for them, | 

And now, Friends, let me mind my ſelf and 
you, That we greatly Love and Eſteem, and mn 
Honour do prefer thoſe that were in truth before 
#5; ſome of whom have been made as Trum- 
pets ( by the Breath of the Lord ) to ſound 
the Everlafting Goſpel in our Ears and otpers, 
on whom that Gift of V:rteraxce hath not been 
beſtow'd, yet have they taught us to Fear 
God, and gfve Glory to Him, by the Example 
which they have ſet before us: And thus,reſpeCt- 
ing theſe as Elders, ſo ſhall our Love regular- 
ly extend it fel f towards all others, I write this 
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to you Friends, only by 


-I-Fet. 1. 1. way of R:membrance, as 
T Theſſ. 4. g. knowing, none need teach 
Tohs * > us ito love thoſe who have 


| | reccived like precious Fait 

with us( much leſs need weany humane Teach- 
ings, to Eſteem ſuch as hold the ſame ancient 
Falth before as) For-we are taught of God to 
Love one' another; and by this ſhall all men 
know, that we are the Diſciples of Chriſt Feſus. 
Tis, as they behold our comely Order, whilſt 
we live in Love together, like Children of one 
Father, ai) in the inward Union dwell, fo 
ſhall they diſcern the Splender of the Truth to 
ſhine in and amongſt us, even like an Orierr 
Pearl: And ſo ſhall we be bound up together 
in the Bundle of Love and Lite in Chrift Jcſus, 
and ſhall grow up in him like Willows by tie 
W ater-courſes, and as tender Plants w hich 
God's Right Hand hath planted; and our Na- 
rural Capacities ſhall be enlarged, and our 
Spiricual Talents augmented; ro ſerve rhe 
Lord with Faithfulneſs in our ſeveral places, 
where we fball be as Lights unto the World whilſt 
or dwelling is here among ft them; and then, hav+ 
ing improved our Talents to the Glory of God, 
and run well :o the End of oyr Race, when our 


Courſe is finiſhed, we ſhalllay down our Heads - 


ig Peace, 'and hear that joyful Sentence pro- 


nounced on us, Hell dove good and faithful Sers 
Ber © 43 Go IG # pants, 
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vants, enter ye into the Tor of your Fs —_—_ E 
f . We ſhall receive the End of ovr Faith, even the ©: 
© final Salvation of our immortal Souls, which 
' fſhalleternally liveto ſing and {er forth Praiſes 
and Haſelujabs in the highef? to him that ſits 
vpon the Throne, ard to the Lamb Chriſt Jeſus, 
who hath Redeemed ms from the Earth, unto 
whom the Praiſe doth belons, tor the Aſiitznce 
of his Spirit in this thing. 


Given forth by one of the leaff of the Fleck of 
Chr, whoſe outward Name #5. 


ELIZABETH BATHURST. 
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